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National Moderator@ Report

General Guidance for Assessors of Achievement and Unit Standards

The purpose of externd modeation is to provide reassurance tha assessor judgeaments are at the
nationd standad and are made on thebasis of assessment materiastha are fair and valid.

All assessment materials are expected to:
¥  givethelearner the oppotunity to meet therequirements of the standad

¥ have an assessment schedule that gives evidence of appropriate learner responses and clear
judgements at al levels.

TheMinistry of Education contracted subject experts to write assessment resources for achievement
standads These are not pre-modeated. The intention is tha they are modified to suit teaching
programmes and learner needs They do not provide QulesCbut suggest different ways of assessing
to the naiondly registered standad.

General Overall Comment

Assessments tend to be very traditiond. Assessors need to take the oppatunity to use the range of
assessment techniques which the special notes in many cases clearly indicate are possible. It is
appropriate to assess by element, rather than by individud Performance Criteria, and to use
evidence embedded in student practice.

Verbal assessments

In the special notes of many computing unit standardsiit states that: CDemongdration of knowledge
can be verbal, written, practical, andbr a combination, as appropriate to the assessment
situation.O This means there is a wide range of techniques alowed, and to have an assessment
which is entirely verbd is quite pemissible. What is important in this case is the evidence and
judgement statements in the assessment schedule.

Embedded evidence in learner practice

A visud diary/work book can contain much of the evidence required for planning, writing a brief,
concept design and evaluaion embedded in a learner® work processes. If something is missing,
assessors can ask questions and annotate the diary indicating the questions asked and tha
satisfactory answers have been received. The visud diary is also an excellent way of establishing
authenticity.

Evidence does not have to be structured in the same manne as the Performance Criteria In Element
1 of many unit standads there is the requirement to plan, write a brief and produce concept
designs If learners are usng a visud diary for thar designs and planning it may be that the
evidence for these requirements is presented in an annotted set of diagrams, or maybe a mixture of
annofated diagrams and some written notes. These are perfectly acceptable, but may require the
assessor to look for evidence which may be embeddel in the learner practice. The evidence for
planning may contain theevidence for writing thebrief aswell as evidence for the concept design.

Thefollowing may belooked for in the planning and writing of a brief:
¥  aclearly stated pumpos

¥  adescription of thetarget market

¥  howtheprodud will beusd
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identify or describethe specificationsand/or features to beinduded
identify issues

identify any congraints

identify key milestones of the project with atimeline

identify how resources such as time, expertise and materials (and finance, if appropriate) will
be used to achieve the outcomes of each milestonestage

¥ indicate how conaultation with stakeholders will be carried out to ensure al condraints and
requirements are met

¥ indudethetesting/evaluaion procedures.

K K K K K

Thevisud diary can aso be used for evaluation. If a printed doaument is used, the first draft with
all the prodfing marks’comments is written evidence of some evaludion having taken place.

Concept designs

Conaept designs can be sketches, storyboads, annotated diagrams, etc. They mus clearly represent
thefind produd.

Planning and concept design

A conaept design must clearly indicate the find produd. If thefind produd isvery different, thisis
acceptable as long as the changes have been doaumented.

US 2790 Version 5

This standad has three elements and thefirst specia note reads OCandidates for this unit standard
will be required to describe and opeaate a minimum of seven peripheals, selecting at leag one
input device, a printer, one othe output device, and one storage device. This covers only the first
two elements. For thethird element @eriphearalsCa minimumof two is required.O

The reference to QmaintenanaO refers to everything the student needs to know if they own and
want to use and look after it so it fundionscorrectly and continuousy.

The reference to Quser maintenane is conmpletedO means maintenance has to be done and not
written about Thesame appliesfor 3.2 if the peripheral, eg printer, has consumables.

US 2781 Version 5
With regardsto PC 2.2, Chadkup proceduresOrefers to three of:

¥  backuptechniques, eg copy to adisk, make aCD, use atapedrive, email file somewhere else,
etc, and then retrievefile

procedures for thefrequency of saving backups
details of what is doneaboutvirus protection
wha is doneto protect agand power surges, etc
or any other measures putin place.

K K K K

Thismeansa schedule is not necessary if three other measures are described.

US 2797 Version 5

Ethernet uses a @ontention basedCaccess protocol, either CSMA/CD (guided media) or CSMA/CA
(wireless media) where all devices can connect for the media. Token ring uses a @ontrolledOmedia
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access, where devices have to have control of the token before they can communicate. Thetwo are
very different, making it easy to compare them.

TCP/IP is a communication architecture which is made up of a suite of protocols. Etherne and
Token ring are two of thecommonly used Data Link layer protocols used within TCP/IP.

It is sufficient to assess the undestanding of the prindples of thefour items in therangerather than
trying to compare them all.

US 5947 Version 5

Element 1 refers to QAnalyse a specified problem usng conputer technologyQ This means the
andysis and the solution use computer technology. In Special Note 1 the problem Omay be open
endal or a closed typeOBthe problem mus have at least two possible ways of being solved and the
learner can in fact implement the solution.



