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National Moderators Report for Social Studies
General Guidance for Teachers of Achievement and UinStandards

The purpose of external moderation is to provideiemce that teacher judgments are
at the national standard and are made on the bagsessment materials that are fair
and valid. All assessment materials are expected to

* give the student the opportunity to meet the regments of the standard
* have an assessment schedule that gives evideappmipriate student responses
and clear judgments at all levels.

The Ministry of Education contracted subject expéotwrite assessment resources
for achievement standards. These are not pre-niederBhe intention is that they are
modified to suit teaching programmes and studeatisieThey do not provide “rules”

but suggest different ways of assessing to themally registered standard.

Overall general comment

The three sets of guide notes published on TKIfti@ais on ‘concepts’,
‘perspectives’ and ‘values’ are key to the formated core understandings for
teachers in Social Studies. Teachers should cotimsdé guides in parallel to reading
the explanatory notes in each achievement stavdaed designing their assessment
materials.

There continues to be variability in quality of @ssment materials submitted for
external moderation. Some schools continued toldpyegh quality assessment
material, characterised by a comprehensive rangapyort materials for students,
clear structure within the assessment task andetkssessment schedules and
indicators that formed part of an integrated seqeaf learning and assessment.

Some assessment materials require more scaffdiolirgjudent achievement at the
higher levels of Merit and Excellence. When corngtng the task and the assessment
schedule, careful note should be taken of the egptaty notes as they provide detalil
that will support enhanced student achievementadlod for accurate assessor
judgements.

Specific Standards

90217:Conduct a social studiesinquiry

The achievement standard states that this ingsiitty be managed by the student with
direction from the teacher. This means that thehteahas a direct input into the
process of ensuring that the student has had atxesgsial time and resourcing to
complete all four aspects of the assessment erit€gachers who took careful note of
the explanatory notes and provided detailed teraplaimelines and feedback for
students, recognised the equal weighting thatasgal on each of the four criteria in
this achievement standard. Some of the most sudatesamples of this management
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process have involved the negotiation of a time &nd the creation of check points
where the teacher gave the student feedback anpifugjress.

When considering the focus of the inquiry, note nogstaken of the range as
indicated by the achievement objectives at levafl the Social Studies curriculum
and not stray into other focus areas as this idatds the inquiry.

90218: Examine differing values positions

The first criterion of this achievement standamuiees students to explain why
people hold differing values positions. Studenpogses for this criterion were often
superficial, largely because of the lack of backgubresource material provided.
More comprehensive background information thatudek the reasons for people
holding a particular view, would ensure more stusievould be able to attain
Excellence.

There needs to be a clear distinction in the stiffg provided for students between
reasons for and consequences for society of péapdeng differing values positions
Consequences for society are bigger than effectsgarticular person. The intent of
the achievement standard is for students to conaidéessue that has a wide impact on
society and will therefore generate a range ofesjuositions. Consequences of these
values positions can then be put into action.

Some sound examples of assessment materials foondegical high interest issues
that were connected to a particular focus of thes;lrather than a one-off stand alone
activity that was created solely for assessmerigaes.

90219; Decide on social action(s) in relation to a social issue

Some teachers used authentic situations basedeotsevhich were familiar to
students. Student responses to these activitiagezha high level of engagement.
These students were able to establish an undenstpoidconsequences of the social
action and the selection of the preferred actioreweore concrete.

90273: Conduct an advanced social studiesinquiry

The level two inquiry achievement standard requie@shers to provide guidance for
students, rather than a comprehensive templateeny step in the process. Some
teachers provided a high level of assistance westis while working through the
requirements of this standard.

Students need to incorporate evidence from thguiny into their conclusions.
Without this direct link the inquiry can not be nted. The achievement standard
requires generalisations at Excellence. This m#stsstudents are expected to take
the conclusions beyond the smaller focus of theip@esearch question and apply
them to the wider context of the focus of the imguStudents have tended to add to
the depth of information about their conclusiormirtheir individual questions,
rather than extrapolate out into the wider contéxhe inquiry.

90274 Describe responses to values position(s)
The step up from Merit to Excellence within thii@vement standard caused some
issues for schools. Explanatory Note 5 statesthigaterm ‘in depth’ requires that the
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social studies concepts and perspectives are liakddupported with accurate and
detailed evidence. This means that the languagesismild include social studies
concepts when unpacking the perspectives that pdmbtl when responding in a
particular way to a values position. This explamaif the response must be
supported with accurate and detailed evidencedw $hat the analysis is not a
theoretical position but does exist in society.

90275: Plan social action in relation to a social issue

When designing an assessment task for this achewvestandard, schools must be
mindful that the requirements at Excellence invavgo pronged approach to the
planning of a social action that will address tbeial issue. Students must
demonstrate the ability to evaluate a number efditive plans as part of the process
of identification of the plan that is most likely succeed. Some schools supplied
templates that provided students with enough eweén justify their final selection

for the formulation of plans but not for the evalaa of plans.

90691: Conduct an advanced social studiesinquiry

The level three Social Studies inquiry requiresietis to conduct the inquiry
independently. This means that they should be gawveautline of the process, the
expected outcomes, a time allocation and accasstarces. In some instances,
schools provided detailed templates for studenisiwbmitted requirement such as
the linkage of a range of evidence from differireggpectives within the conclusion.
Omissions such as this resulted in students praduchuge body of work but being
unable to attain beyond the achievement level. 8\hié process may look similar to
that at level two, Explanatory Note 6 makes thémison between level three and
other levels.

90692: Explain a values system

At the core of this achievement standard is theebigment of the understanding that
a values system is dynamic and is formed by theduts parts and that the
relationship between these component parts hasgisagice for the society within
which the values system operates. Teachers hawengecearer about this intent as a
result of the publication of the Values guide notes

The complexity of and potential for multiple integpations of this achievement
standard has led to the development of a rangeodeta of assessment activities.

90693: Examine social action(s) in relation to a social issue

The trend for social actions to be based more cal levents has continued as teachers
become more confident with the requirements ofttléevement standard. Because
consideration of the consequences of the socimraist a requirement for Merit and
above, it is important for teachers to choose @saction which is still relevant in
today’s society. This will enable students to bruadjdity to their analysis of
consequences through the availability of speciidence.



