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FIELD SOCIAL SCIENCES

Review of Geography Level 1 achievement standards 90202-90208

Subfield Social Science Studies
Domain Id Subject reference
Geography 90202-90208 Geography 1.1-1.7

The Ministry of Education and the Secondary Assessment and Liaison business unit of
NZQA have completed a review of the achievement standards listed above.

New Registration date November 2007
Date new versions published November 2007
Planned review date February 2009

Summary of review and consultation process

This review was a part of a planned review cycle. Feedback was received from the
secondary sector and from the moderation and examination systems. National
consultation on the achievement standards has resulted in the following changes.

Main changes resulting from the review

Some changes have been made to clarify wording of some achievement standard titles
and achievement criteria, however the overall outcomes remain the same. The term
‘describe’ has been added to the titles of many achievement standards, and in some
achievement criteria. This better reflects expectations at this level for assessment.
Changes and additions have been made to the Explanatory Notes (ENs) provided in some
cases, for example to define terms.

AS90202

The title has been changed to include the term ‘describe’. Definitions have been provided
in EN 3. A particular change that has been made is the removal of reference to settings.
This has been done to allow for greater choice as any significant extreme natural event
from around the world will meet the requirements of this achievement standard.
Reference to any particular type of extreme natural event has also been removed. This
will allow for greater flexibility.

AS90203

The title has been changed to include the term ‘describe’. EN 2 states that the study of
the population of any one country will meet the requirements of this standard. This will
reduce the content required for assessment. Definitions have been provided in EN 3.

AS90204

The title has been changed to include the term ‘describe’. EN 2 states that studies of a
farming type in a country, and the extraction of a mineral in a country will meet the
requirements for this standard. The countries may be the same, or they may be different.
Definitions have been provided in EN 3.
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AS90205
Some changes have been made to EN 3 to better outline requirements for levels of
achievement.

AS90206

A new EN 2 states that achievement criteria must be met in the context of one topic, and
must allow for the collection of primary data from the field. The achievement criteria have
been slightly changed to clarify that accuracy particularly applies to presentation. This has
been defined in the renumbered EN 3.

AS90207

The title has been changed to include the term ‘describe’. Some changes to definitions in
EN 3 have been made to clarify requirements.

AS90208

A new EN 2 states that achievement criteria must be met in the context of one global
geographic topic. The title has been changed to include the term ‘describe’. Some
changes to definitions in the renumbered EN 3 have been made to clarify requirements.
Impact on existing provider accreditations

None.

Impact on Accreditation and Moderation Action Plan (AMAP)

None.

Impact on existing qualifications

None.

Impact of changes on NCEA Exclusions List

None.

Summary of main changes to achievement standards’ Ids, classification, titles,
levels, and credits

The following summary shows the changes made to the achievement standards as a
result of the review. All changes are in bold.

Key to review category

A Dates changed, but no other changes are made - the new version of the standard carries the same Id and a new
version number

B Changes made, but the overall outcome remains the same - the new version of the standard carries the same Id
and a new version number

C Major changes that necessitate the registration of a replacement achievement standard with a new Id

D Achievement standard will expire and not be replaced
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Subfield Social Science Studies

Domain Geography

Id Title Level | Credit | Review

Category

90202 Examine an extreme natural event and the human |1 3 B
response
Describe an extreme natural event and the
human response

90203 Examine population patterns, processes and 1 3 B
iIssues
Describe population patterns, processes and
Issues

90204 | Examine resource use in a farming or mining 1 3 B
context
Describe resource use in a farming or mining
context

90205 | Apply skills and ideas with direction in a 1 4 B
geographic context

90206 | Carry out and present directed geographic 1 5 B
research

90207 Examine a contemporary geographic issue and 1 3 B
evaluate courses of action
Describe a contemporary geographic issue and
evaluate courses of action

90208 Examine a global geographic topic 1 3 B

Describe a global geographic topic
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