
NCEA Level 1 Geography (91008) 2016 — page 1 of 4 

Assessment Schedule – 2016 
Geography: Demonstrate geographic understanding of population concepts (91008) 
Assessment Criteria 

Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence 

Demonstrating understanding involves: 
• describing population concepts in geography 
• including supporting evidence. 
 

Demonstrating in-depth understanding involves: 
• explaining population concepts in geography 
• including detailed supporting evidence. 
 

Demonstrating comprehensive understanding 
involves: 
• fully explaining population concepts using  

geographic terminology and concepts, and showing 
insight 

• integrating detailed supporting evidence. 

 
Cut Scores 

Not Achieved Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence 

0 – 7 8 – 13 14 – 19 20 – 24 
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Evidence 

Question One Expected Coverage 

Geographic Concept: Population diversity 

N1 N2 A3 A4 M5 M6 E7 E8 
Limited attempt to 
identify a pyramid 
shape that fits the 
named case study 
(studies)  
OR 

Attempts to identify a 
pyramid shape that fits 
the named case study 
(studies)  
 
OR 

Identifies the pyramid 
shape that best fits the 
named case study 
(studies).  
 

Clearly identifies the 
pyramid shape that 
best fits the named 
case study (studies).  
 

Clearly links the named 
case study (studies) to 
a pyramid shape, 
giving some valid 
reasons why.  

Clearly links the named 
case study (studies) to 
a pyramid shape giving 
valid reasons why.  
 

Clearly links the named 
case study (studies) to 
a pyramid shape, 
giving valid reasons 
why. 

Clearly links the named 
case study (studies) to 
a pyramid shape, 
giving valid reasons 
why. 

Limited attempt to 
describe the named 
case study (studies) 
population 
composition. 

Some attempt to 
describe the named 
case study (studies) 
population 
composition. 

Some attempt to 
describe the named 
case study (studies) 
population diversity. 

Attempts to describe 
the named case study 
(studies) population 
diversity. 

Attempts to explain the 
named case study 
(studies) population 
diversity.  

Explains the named 
case study (studies) 
population diversity.  

Explains, in detail, the 
concept of population 
diversity, and 
integrates detailed 
specific case study 
material and ideas 
from the resources, 
with some insight. 

Fully explains the 
concept of population 
diversity, and fully 
integrates detailed 
specific case study 
material and ideas 
from the resources, 
with insight. 

   Uses case study 
evidence or ideas from 
the resource material. 

Uses some detailed 
case study information 
and ideas from the 
resource material. 

Uses detailed case 
study information and 
ideas from the 
resource material. 

  

N0/  = No response; no relevant evidence. 
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Question Two Expected Coverage 

Geographic Concept: Population distribution 

N1 N2 A3 A4 M5 M6 E7 E8 
Attempts to describe 
the population 
distribution of the 
named case study 
(studies).  
 

Attempts to describe 
the population 
distribution of the 
named case study 
(studies).  
 

Attempts to describe 
the population 
distribution of the 
named case study 
(studies) 
OR 

Describes the 
population distribution 
of the named case 
study (studies) 
 

Attempts to explain the 
population distribution 
of the named case 
study (studies).  
 

Explains the population 
distribution of the 
named case study 
(studies).  
 
 

Fully explains the 
population distribution 
of the named case 
study (studies).  
 

Fully explains the 
population distribution 
of the named case 
study (studies).  
 

No supporting 
evidence. 

Includes little relevant 
supporting evidence 
from the named case 
study (studies). 

Uses valid ideas from 
the resources to help 
describe the named 
case study (studies) 
population distribution 
(one factor), with some 
valid supporting 
evidence from the 
named case study 
(studies). 

Uses valid ideas from 
the resources to help 
describe the named 
case study (studies) 
population distribution 
(two factors), with 
some valid supporting 
evidence from the 
named case study 
(studies). 

Uses valid ideas from 
the resources to 
attempt to explain the 
named case study 
(studies) population 
distribution, with some 
detailed supporting 
evidence from the 
named case study 
(studies). 

Uses valid ideas from 
the resources to 
explain the named 
case study (studies) 
population distribution, 
including detailed 
supporting evidence 
from the named case 
study (studies). 

Integrates detailed 
supporting evidence 
from the named case 
study (studies). 

Integrates detailed 
supporting evidence 
from the named case 
study (studies). 

    Refers, in detail, to one 
factor influencing 
population distribution 
from the resources 
provided. 

Refers, in detail, to two 
factors influencing 
population distribution 
from the resources 
provided. 

Refers, in detail, to two 
or more factors 
influencing population 
distribution (from the 
resources provided). 

Refers, in detail, to two 
or more factors 
influencing population 
distribution (from the 
resources provided). 

      Shows some insight 
and understanding of 
the concept of 
population distribution. 

Shows insight and a 
sound understanding 
and application of the 
concept of population 
distribution. 

N0/  = No response; no relevant evidence. 
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Question Three Expected Coverage 

Geographic Concept: Population migration and mobility 

N1 N2 A3 A4 M5 M6 E7 E8 
Attempts to identify 
headings for the 
migration model.  
OR 

Partially identifies 
headings for migration 
model.  
 

Correctly identifies 
TWO headings for the 
migration model. 
 

Correctly identifies 
most headings for the 
migration model. 
 

Correctly identifies 
most headings for the 
migration model. 
 

Correctly identifies 
most headings for the 
migration model. 
 
 

Correctly identifies 
most headings for the 
migration model. 
 

Correctly identifies 
most headings for the 
migration model. 
 

Limited attempt to 
relate how migration 
occurs, but includes no 
case study evidence. 

Attempts to relate the 
named case study to 
how migration occurs. 

Some attempt to 
describe how migration 
occurs within the 
named case study.  

Clearly describes how 
migration occurs within 
the named case study. 

Partially explains how 
migration occurs within 
the named case study. 

Explains how migration 
occurs within the 
named case study.  

Fully explains how 
migration occurs within 
the named case study. 
 

Fully explains how 
migration occurs within 
the named case study. 
 

    Attempts to explain the 
concept of migration, 
using some detailed 
examples from the 
resource material and 
the named case study. 

Explains the concept of 
migration and mobility, 
using relevant ideas 
from the model and 
detailed material from 
the named case study. 

Fully explains the 
concept of migration 
and mobility, by 
integrating detailed 
material from the 
named case study, and 
ideas from the 
resource material, with 
some insight. 

Demonstrates a 
thorough 
understanding of the 
concept of migration 
and mobility, by fully 
integrating detailed 
material from the 
named case study, and 
ideas from the 
resource material, with 
insight.  

  Includes limited details, 
but some examples. 
May attempt to link to 
migration model. 
 

Uses some 
information, or 
examples from the 
resource material, 
which could include 
migration model. 

    

N0/  = No response; no relevant evidence. 


