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GUIDELINES FOR NZCE CROSS CREDITS FROM OTHER QUALIFICATIONS

1. Introduction
These guidelines apply only where NZCE external examinations or internal assessment from a teaching institution are no longer available.  Where NZCE external examinations or internal assessment are available, NZCE candidates are expected to undertake these assessments.

Cross credits from other qualifications will be considered only where:

· NZCE assessments are no longer available, or

· the candidate completed another qualification prior to commencing study toward their NZCE, ie standard or non-standard exemptions as outlined in the AVA Handbook apply, or

· there are exceptional circumstances.

The application process and application fees for cross-credits are the same as outlined in the AVA Handbook for non-standard exemptions.  Unless otherwise indicated, approval must be obtained from the Qualifications Authority and the corresponding exemption application fee paid, before the candidate’s enrolment in the proposed course is confirmed.  An exemption for the corresponding NZCE module will be entered on the candidate’s record in the NZCE database when the provider notifies the Authority that the candidate has completed the course.

2. General
Cross-credits are only admissible where NZCE candidates require a small number of modules to complete their qualification.  In general, approval will be granted for cross-credits for no more than two modules for the Civil or Mechanical options, or four ‘new’ Electrotechnology modules.  These limitations apply to both externally and internally assessed NZCE modules at stage 3 or above.  They do not include NZCE module 1040 (see 5 below).

Approval will only be granted for candidates to exceed the above limitations in exceptional circumstances.  Candidates requiring more modules should:

· enrol with a provider who is able to assess them for the required NZCE modules, or

· select an option below which includes sitting the NZCE external examinations, or

· transfer to another (NZCE replacement) course.

3. Completion or exemption for NZCE modules via National Qualifications Framework (NQF) replacement qualifications
Where a National Qualifications Framework (NQF) qualification replaces NZCE, the NQF qualification includes a Transition Action Plan (TAP) to enable candidates who are part way through the NZCE to transfer to the NQF qualification.  These transition arrangements generally identify unit standards for which credit or exemption will be granted for holders of corresponding NZCE modules.  Where providers are offering the replacement NQF qualification the following options are acceptable for candidates wishing to complete their NZCE rather than transfer to the replacement qualification.

3.1 NZCE external or internal assessment available


Candidates may enrol in a programme for the corresponding unit standard(s) but undertake the NZCE assessment.  This is the preferred option and any number of NZCE modules may be completed in this way.  The Head of Department or Programme Leader will need to provide candidates with an assurance that the programme will adequately prepare them for the NZCE assessment.  For modules with an external examination an NZCE coursework mark will need to be reported to the Qualifications Authority.


For internally assessed NZCE modules the Head of Department or Programme Leader will need to ensure that the proposed assessments will enable an NZCE mark to be generated.  In some cases it may be necessary to undertake some different or additional assessments from those undertaken for the unit standards, in order to generate an NZCE mark.  If the proposed assessments will not generate a mark, the candidate will need to apply for an exemption for the NZCE module (see section 3.2).


In any cases where there are topics included in the NZCE module prescription which are not covered in the corresponding unit standard, arrangements will need to be made to supply the candidate with additional course material.


Note: The normal unit standard assessments will need to be completed, in addition to the NZCE examination, if the candidate wishes to also be awarded credit for the corresponding unit standard.

3.2 NZCE external or internal assessment not available
(a) Where the TAP for the replacement qualification identifies unit standards for which credit will be granted to holders of NZCE modules, candidates wishing to complete NZCE modules by cross-credit from an NQF qualification may apply for exemption for the corresponding NZCE module.  The exemption application fee will be waived.

Approval must be obtained from the Qualifications Authority before the candidate’s enrolment in the proposed course is confirmed.

The exemption will generally be approved provided the content of the unit standard(s) is equivalent to the corresponding NZCE module, and the credit total for the unit standard(s) corresponding to the NZCE module is at least 12 credits (or 6 credits for ‘new’ Electrotechnology modules).  The limitation on the maximum number of NZCE modules to be cross-credited, as indicated in section 2 above, will apply.

An exemption for the corresponding NZCE module will be entered on the candidate’s record in the NZCE database when credit for the unit standards has been reported to the Authority.

(b) Where the TAP identifies unit standards for which exemption will be granted to holders of NZCE modules, or where the credit total for the unit standard(s) is below the limit indicated in (a) above, applications will be considered on a case-by-case basis.  Applications must include a recommendation from the provider Head of Department, Programme Leader or the Industry Training Organisation.  The application fee for non-standard exemptions will apply.

Approval must be obtained from the Qualifications Authority before the candidate’s enrolment in the proposed course is confirmed.

In cases where there is not a close match between NZCE modules and exempt unit standards, it may be necessary for the candidate to gain credit for one or more other unit standards in order to achieve the same outcome as the NZCE module.  The limitation on the maximum number of NZCE modules to be cross-credited, as indicated in section 2 above, will apply.

4. Exemption for NZCE modules via unit standards not included in NQF replacement qualifications
In some cases unit standards equivalent to NZCE modules may not be included in the NQF qualification which replaces the NZCE, and will therefore not be included in the TAP for the replacement qualification.  Applications for exemptions will be considered on a case-by-case basis and must include a recommendation from the provider Head of Department, Programme Leader or the Industry Training Organisation.  The application fee for non-standard exemptions will apply.

The limitation on the maximum number of NZCE modules to be cross-credited, as indicated in section 2 above, will apply.

5. Completion of NZCE Module 1040 Communication Skills
Where a candidate has not passed the NZCE module 1040 Communication Skills, application may be made for exemption for 1040 Communication Skills if the candidate has achieved any one of the alternatives listed below.

(a) A pass in the New Zealand Diploma in Business module 140 Business Communication Skills.  The exemption application fee will be waived.

(b) A minimum of 8 credits at level 2 or above from unit standards which demonstrate communication skills.  Any combination of unit standards at level 2 or above from the sub-field Communication Skills and/or the unit standards listed below will be acceptable, provided the specified minimum credit total is achieved.

	Unit No.
	Unit Standard Title

	7125
	Demonstrate one-to-one negotiation skills and processes in negotiating on own behalf

	7118
	Manage own learning programme


Candidates will need to advise Tertiary Assessment and Moderation, NZQA, in writing that they wish to claim exemption for 1040 Communication Skills, detailing the relevant unit standard credits.  The exemption application fee will be waived.

Note that credit for other unit standards which demonstrate communication skills may also be acceptable.  Applications which include unit standards other than as detailed above will be considered on a case-by-case basis and must include support from the provider Head of Department, Programme Leader or Industry Training Organisation.

(c) A pass in the Polytechnic Consortium Diploma in Engineering (Civil) module Communication for Engineers.  The application fee for non-standard exemptions will apply.

(d) A pass in another equivalent course.  Applications will be considered on a case-by-case basis and must include evidence from the provider Head of Department, Programme Leader or Industry Training Organisation to show that the course is part of a quality assured programme and is at least equivalent to 1040 Communication Skills.  The application fee for non-standard exemptions will apply.

6. Completion of NZCE through alternative non-NQF courses
Where providers are not offering NZCE programmes or the replacement NQF qualification, or for NZCE modules for which there are no equivalent unit standards, the following options are acceptable for candidates wishing to complete their NZCE rather than transfer to the replacement qualification.

6.1 NZCE external or internal assessment available

Candidates may enrol in the alternative course but undertake the NZCE assessment.  This is the preferred option and any number of NZCE modules may be completed in this way.  The Head of Department or Programme Leader will need to provide candidates with an assurance that the course will adequately prepare them for the NZCE assessment.  For NZCE modules with an external examination a coursework mark will need to be reported to NZQA.

For internally assessed NZCE modules the Head of Department or Programme Leader will need to ensure that the proposed assessments will enable an NZCE mark to be generated.  In some cases it may be necessary to undertake some different or additional assessments in order to generate an NZCE mark.  If the proposed assessments will not generate a mark, the candidate will need to apply for an exemption for the NZCE module (see section 6.2).

In cases where there are topics included in the NZCE module prescription which are not covered in the corresponding module in the alternative course, arrangements will need to be made to supply the candidate with additional course material.

6.2 NZCE external or internal assessment not available
Where NZCE assessment is no longer available, candidates wishing to complete NZCE modules by cross-credit from an alternative non-NQF course, may apply for exemption for the NZCE modules.  The application fee for non-standard exemptions will apply for each subject.

Approval must be obtained from NZQA before the candidate’s enrolment in the proposed course is confirmed.

The exemption will generally be approved provided the modules generating the proposed exemption are part of a quality assured course and the content is equivalent to the corresponding NZCE module.  A list of approved alternatives to NZCE modules is included as Appendix 1.  Additional modules will be included once their equivalence has been verified.  The limitation on the maximum number of NZCE modules to be cross-credited, as indicated in section 2 above, will apply.

An exemption for the corresponding NZCE module will be entered on the candidate’s record in the NZCE database when the teaching institution notifies the Qualifications Authority that the candidate has successfully completed the module(s) for which the exemption was approved.

7. These processes will be monitored and amendments may be made to these guidelines in consultation with stakeholders if the need arises.

Appendix 1
	Equivalence between Polytechnic Consortium Diploma in Civil Engineering and NZCE (Civil)

	 NZCE (Civil)
	 Diploma in Engineering (Civil)

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Stages 1 & 2
	 
	 
	 

	1040
	Communication Skills
	COMM303
	Communication for Engineers

	2018
	Mathematics
	ENGG 2050
	Intro Mathematics

	2051
	Mechanics
	ENGG 3058
	Mechanics

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Stage 3
	 
	 
	 

	3031
	Mathematics
	ENGG 4050
	Engineering Mathematics 1A

	 
	 
	ENGG 4051
	Engineering Mathematics 1B

	3107
	Civil Engineering A
	ENGG 4059
	Geology

	 
	 
	ENGG 4056
	Geotechnical Engineering 1

	3108
	Civil Engineering B
	ENGG 4055
	Land Surveying

	 
	 
	ENGG 4054
	Hydraulics/Hydrology

	3109
	Civil Engineering C
	ENGG 4057
	Engineering Materials

	 
	 
	ENGG 4058
	Structural Analysis

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Stage 4
	 
	 
	 

	4140
	Civil & Structural Drawing
	ENGG 5052
	Civil Drawing

	 
	 
	ENGG 5053
	Structural Drawing

	 
	 
	 
	 

	4136
	Structures
	ENGG 5055
	Intermediate Structures

	4137
	Civil Engineering Surveying
	ENGG 5056
	Engineering Surveying

	4138
	Fluid Mechanics
	ENGG 5006
	Fluid Mechanics

	4141
	Soil Mechanics
	ENGG 5054
	Geotechnical Engineering

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Stage 5
	 
	 
	 

	5242
	Applied Civil Engineering
	ENGG 6055
	Contract Administration

	 
	 
	ENGG 6052
	Construction Practices

	5182
	Geology D
	ENGG 5003
	Engineering Geology

	5186
	Structures
	ENGG 6053
	Structural Theory

	 
	 
	ENGG 6054
	Structural Design

	5185
	Water Engineering
	ENGG 6005
	Public Health: Water

	 
	 
	ENGG 6006
	Public Health: Waste

	5188
	Highway Engineering
	ENGG 5057
	Traffic & Highway Engineering

	 
	 
	 
	(subject to passing 4140 Civil and

	 
	 
	 
	Structural Drawing and 5242 Applied

	 
	 
	 
	Civil Engineering)
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