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National Certificate in Whakairo (Tūturu) (Level 4) with optional strands 
in Aho Tuatahi, and Aho Tuarua 
 
Level 4 
 
Credits 119 or 144-154 depending on strand 
 
Purpose 
 
This is an introductory whakairo qualification that can lead to the National Diplomas in 
Whakairo at Levels 5 and 6 [Ref: 0745 and 0746].  The compulsory section recognises the 
underpinning knowledge and skills required for whakairo.  The elective section recognises 
that the essential practical skills required for competence may be gained through 
secondary and tertiary study. 
 
The two optional strands are designed to encourage people to broaden their knowledge 
and acquire additional skills that will enable them to apply or extend their core whakairo 
abilities.  This structure allows providers the flexibility of tailoring programmes to meet 
individual skill needs for their region or client group.  The minimum credit requirements for 
the strands specify the level of skills, knowledge, and competence expected of role 
holders.  Aho Tuatahi recognises complementary skills at an elementary level.  Aho 
Tuarua recognises more advanced skills that could complement applications of whakairo 
in business environments. 
 
Credit Range 
 Compulsory Elective Aho Tuatahi Aho Tuarua 
Level 1 credits 0 0 0–10 0–10 
Level 2 credits 8 0 10–20 0–10 
Level 3 credits 39 0 5–25 10–20 
Level 4 credits 0 72 0 15–35 
Minimum totals 47 72–102 25 35 
Qualification total for strand 119 144 154 
 
Requirements for Award of Qualification 
 
This qualification will be awarded to people who meet the requirements of the compulsory 
and elective sections.  The optional strands will be awarded to people who meet the strand 
requirements in addition to the compulsory and elective sections. 
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Award of NQF Qualifications 
 
Credit gained for a standard may be used only once to meet the requirements of this qualification. 
 
Unit standards and achievement standards that are equivalent in outcome are mutually exclusive for the 
purpose of award.  The table of mutually exclusive standards is provided in the Qualifications Authority Rules 
and Procedures publications available at www.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/. 
 
Reviewed standards that continue to recognise the same overall outcome are registered as new versions 
and retain their identification number (Id).  Any version of a standard with the same Id may be used to meet 
qualification requirements that list the Id and/or that specify the past or current classification of the standard. 
 
Detailed Qualification Requirements 
 
Compulsory 
All the unit standards listed below are required. 
 
Field Māori 
Subfield Whakairo 
Domain Mana Whakairo 
Id Title Level Credit 
2571 Appreciate mana whenua through te reo 3 10 
 
Domain Toi Whakairo 
Id Title Level Credit 
2580 Explain design elements used to generate Māori design 2 4 
2594 Employ drawing techniques to create Māori art 2 4 
2595 Employ paint techniques to create Māori art 3 6 
2596 Employ tukutuku techniques to create Māori art 3 8 
2597 Maintain quality of carving materials used to create Māori art 3 10 
 
Domain Whakaraupapa Whakairo 
Id Title Level Credit 
2575 Maintain occupational health and safety of the individual 

producing Māori art 
3 5 

 
Elective 
A minimum of 72 credits is required from the following unit standards. 
 
Field Māori 
Subfield Whakairo 
Domain Mana Whakairo 
Id Title Level Credit 
2559 Observe tikanga/kawa practice to demonstrate cultural 

awareness in whakairo 
4 10 

2563 Explain mana whenua to demonstrate cultural awareness in 
whakairo 

4 6 

2572 Demonstrate formal welcome to manuhiri through te reo 4 10 

2574 Explain kupu whakairo 4 6 
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Domain Toi Whakairo 
Id Title Level Credit 
2581 Explain design principles used to generate two-dimensional 

Māori design 
4 10 

2583 Explain pattern conventions used to generate Māori design 4 10 
2598 Carve material surfaces to create Māori art 4 20 
 
Domain Whakaraupapa Whakairo 
Id Title Level Credit 
2579 Observe conservation practices to conserve environmental 

resources used in whakairo 
4 6 

 
Domain Te Ara Tauira Whakairo 
Id Title Level Credit 
19466 Realise whakairo 4 24 
 
Optional Aho Tuatahi  
A minimum of 25 additional credits, including a minimum of 10 credits at level 2 or above 
and a minimum of 5 credits are at level 3 or above, is required from the following fields. 
 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
Arts and Crafts 
Business 
Computing and Information Technology 
Core Generic 
Education 
Engineering and Technology 
Health 
Māori 
 
Optional Aho Tuarua  
A minimum of 35 additional credits, including a minimum of 10 credits at level 3 or above 
and a minimum 15 at level 4 or above, is required from the following fields. 
 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
Arts and Crafts 
Business  
Computing and Information Technology 
Core Generic 
Education 
Engineering and Technology 
Health 
Māori 
 
Transition Arrangements 
 
Version 2 
This qualification was reviewed and issued as version 2 in January 2004 following the 
review of the whakairo unit standards.  The opportunity was taken to increase the flexibility 
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of the core qualification by including credit for unit standard 19466 which may be gained at 
secondary school. 
 
Changes to structure and content 
• Purpose statement updated 
• Unit standards 2559, 2563, 2572, 2579, 2581, 2583, and 2598 were moved from the 

compulsory to a new elective section 
• Credit for unit standard 2581 increased from 6 to 10 
• Unit standard 19466 added to the elective 
• References to the Business and Financial Services field has been updated to reflect 

its change of name to Business 
• Changes to unit standard titles have been incorporated 
• The credit value in the qualification has been changed from 121 or 146 or 156 credits 

to 119 or 144–154 credits depending on the strand. 
 
Credit for unit standards in the Field Business and Financial Services will continue to meet 
the requirements of this qualification where credit from Field Business is specified. 
 
For detailed information see Review Summaries on the Qualifications Authority website. 
 
NQF Registration Information 
 
Process Version Date Last Date for Award 
Registration 1 August 1998 N/A 
Review 2 January 2004 N/A 
 
Standard Setting Body 
 
NZQA Māori Qualification Services 
PO Box 160 
WELLINGTON 
 
Telephone 04 802 3000 
Email mqs@nzqa.govt.nz 
 
Any person or organisation may contribute to the review of this qualification by sending 
feedback to the standard setting body at the above address. 
 
The review of this qualification is planned to take place by December 2009. 
 
Other standard setting bodies whose standards are included in the 
qualification 
 
These will depend on the unit standards selected for the optional strands. 
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Certification 
 
The certificate will display the logo of the Qualifications Authority. 
 
Classification 
 
This qualification is classified according to the NQF classification system and the New 
Zealand Standard Classification of Education (NZSCED) system as specified below. 
 
NQF Classification NZSCED 
Code Description Code Description 
5 Māori/Whakairo 100306 Creative Arts/Visual Arts and 

Crafts/Mana Whakairo (Māori 
Carving) 

 
Quality Management Systems 
 
Providers and Industry Training Organisations must be accredited by a recognised Quality Assurance Body 
before they can register credits from assessment against standards.  Accredited providers and Industry 
Training Organisations assessing against standards must engage with the moderation system that applies to 
those standards.  Accreditation requirements and the moderation system are outlined in the associated 
Accreditation and Moderation Action Plan (AMAP) for each standard. 
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Prerequisite diagram 
 
 
National Certificate in Whakairo (Tūturu) (Level 4) 
 

 
Note:  Other prerequisites will depend on the unit standards selected in the electives.  

Refer to those unit standards selected for the specific requirements. 
 


