
NQF Ref 0746 Version 2 Page 1 of 5 
 

NZQA Māori Qualifications Services 
SSB Code 194 

© New Zealand Qualifications Authority 2005 

 

National Diploma in Whakairo (Level 6) 
 
Level 6 
 
Credits 120 
 
Purpose 
 
This qualification is designed to encourage the enhancement and maintain the integrity of 
whakairo.  The emphasis is on the practical aspects of whakairo. 
 
People awarded this qualification are able to demonstrate the necessary knowledge, 
understanding and capabilities required for selecting, preparing and sculpting three-
dimensional forms.  The first elective section allows for the development of whakairo 
practices that are consistent with the lore of their own or a chosen iwi or hapu.  The 
second elective section is designed to provide recognition of the acquisition of 
complementary knowledge and skills required in the practice of whakairo. 
 
This is an advanced qualification that builds on the National Diploma in Whakairo (Level 5) 
[Ref: 0745] and may lead to higher education in related fields such as Māori studies, 
education, arts, crafts, and design as a whakairo practitioner. 
 
Special Notes 
 
People may commence training and assessment towards this qualification without having 
been awarded the National Diploma in Whakairo (Level 5) [Ref: 0745].  However, they will 
not be awarded this qualification until they have been awarded the National Diploma in 
Whakairo (Level 5) [Ref: 0745], or can provide evidence for the prior assessment against 
the standards of that qualification. 
 
People may apply to accredited providers for recognition of prior learning.   
 
Credit Range 
 Compulsory Elective 1 Elective 2 
Level 6 credits or above 60 20 40 
Minimum totals 60 20 40 
 
Requirements for Award of Qualification 
 
This qualification will be awarded to people credited with the compulsory standard and 
who have met the requirements of the elective sections. 
 
Compulsory 
The standard specified is required. 
 
Elective 1 
A minimum of 20 credits is required from the specified standards. 
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Elective 2 
A minimum of 40 credits, at level 6 or above, is required from the specified fields. 
 
Award of NQF Qualifications 
 
Credit gained for a standard may be used only once to meet the requirements of this qualification. 
 
Unit standards and achievement standards that are equivalent in outcome are mutually exclusive for the 
purpose of award.  The table of mutually exclusive standards is provided in the Qualifications Authority Rules 
and Procedures publications available at www.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/. 
 
Reviewed standards that continue to recognise the same overall outcome are registered as new versions and 
retain their identification number (Id).  Any version of a standard with the same Id may be used to meet 
qualification requirements that list the Id and/or that specify the past or current classification of the standard. 
 
Detailed Qualification Requirements 
 
Compulsory 
The following standard is required. 
 
Field Māori 
Subfield Whakairo 
Domain Toi Whakairo 
Id Title Level Credit 
2600 Sculpt form in round to create Māori art 6 60 

 
Elective 
A minimum of 20 credits is required from the following standards. 
 
Field Māori 
Subfield Whakairo 
Domain Mana Whakairo 
Id Title Level Credit 
2561 Explain taha wairua to demonstrate cultural awareness in 

whakairo 
6 15 

2565 Explain aho tangata to demonstrate cultural awareness in 
whakairo 

6 14 

2566 Explain kaupapa aoteatea to demonstrate cultural awareness 
in whakairo 

6 10 

2567 Explain the concept of taonga to demonstrate cultural 
awareness in whakairo 

6 6 

2568 Explain symbolic representation to demonstrate cultural 
awareness in whakairo 

6 14 

 
Domain Toi Whakairo 
Id Title Level Credit 
2586 Define architectural form to generate Māori design 6 20 

2588 Implement art decisions to generate Māori design 6 5 
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Id Title Level Credit 
2589 Implement management considerations to generate Māori 

design 
6 5 

2590 Implement cultural considerations to generate Māori design 6 5 

2592 Employ design elements and principles to generate Māori 
design 

6 20 

 
Domain Whakaraupapa Whakairo 
Id Title Level Credit 
2577 Develop project plan to produce Māori art 6 10 

 
Elective 2 
A minimum of 40 credits at level 6 or above is required from standards in the following 
fields. 
 
Field Subfield Domain 
Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries 

Any Any 

Arts and Crafts Any Any 
Business Any Any 
Computing and Information 
Technology 

Any Any 

Education Any Any 
Engineering and 
Technology 

Any Any 

Māori Any Any 
 
Transition Arrangements 
 
Version 2 
 
This qualification was updated and issued as version 2 in June 2005. 
 
NQF Registration Information 
 
Process Version Date Last Date for Award 
Registration 1 April 2000 N/A 
Revision 2 June 2005 N/A 
 
Standard Setting Body 
 
NZQA  
Māori Qualifications Services 
PO Box 160 
WELLINGTON 
 
Telephone 04 802 3133 
Email mqs@nzqa.govt.nz 
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Any person or organisation may contribute to the review of this qualification by sending 
feedback to the standard setting body at the above address. 
 
The review of this qualification is planned to take place in 2006. 
 
Other standard setting bodies whose standards are included in the 
qualification 
 
Other standard setters will vary depending on the electives chosen. 
 
Certification 
 
The certificate will display the logos of the Qualifications Authority and the provider. 
 
Classification 
 
This qualification is classified according to the NQF classification system and the 
New Zealand Standard Classification of Education (NZSCED) system as specified below. 
 
NQF Classification NZSCED 
Code Description Code Description 
5 Māori/Whakairo 100306 Creative Arts/Visual Arts and 

Crafts/Mana Whakairo (Māori 
Carving) 

 
Quality Management Systems 
 
Providers and Industry Training Organisations must be accredited by a recognised Quality Assurance Body 
before they can register credits from assessment against standards.  Accredited providers and Industry 
Training Organisations assessing against standards must engage with the moderation system that applies to 
those standards.  Accreditation requirements and the moderation system are outlined in the associated 
Accreditation and Moderation Action Plan (AMAP) for each standard. 
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