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Recognise lameness in horses, consult, and take action
	Level
	5

	Credits
	8


Purpose
People credited with this unit standard are able to: describe the internal and external structures of the horse's legs; demonstrate knowledge of health conditions which may cause lameness in horses; identify the site of lameness; and recognise a particular lameness condition, consult, and take action depending on the probable cause of lameness.
	Subfield
	Equine

	Domain
	Equine Health

	Status
	Registered

	Status date
	18 July 2008

	Date version published
	12 February 2010

	Planned review date
	31 December 2013

	Entry information
	Open.

	Accreditation
	Evaluation of documentation and visit by NZQA and industry.

	Standard setting body (SSB)
	NZ Equine Industry Training Organisation

	Accreditation and Moderation Action Plan (AMAP) reference
	0018


This AMAP can be accessed at http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/framework/search/index.do.

Special notes

1
Legislation relevant to this unit standard includes but is not limited to the Health and Safety in Employment Act 1992, and its subsequent amendments.

2
Stable procedures are the documented practices and polices required within a particular workplace, and that do not contravene the Code of Recommendations and Minimum Standards for the Welfare of Horses (Wellington: Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, 1993), which is available at http://www.biosecurity.govt.nz/animal-welfare/codes/horses/index.htm.
Elements and performance criteria
Element 1

Describe the internal and external structures of the horse's legs.

Performance criteria

1.1
Description of internal structures responsible for movement identifies their structure, function, origin, and insertion.

Range
tendons, ligaments, muscle.

1.2
Description of internal structures identifies bones found in the horse's leg.

1.3
Description of bones found in the horse’s leg identifies their structure.

1.4
Description of internal structures identifies the blood supply to the lower leg.

1.5
Description of internal and external structures of the horse's hoof identifies their functions.

Element 2
Demonstrate knowledge of health conditions which may cause lameness in horses.
Performance criteria

2.1
External foot problems are described in terms of symptoms, causes and treatment options.

Range
stone bruise, punctured sole, contracted heels, thrush, cracked heels, mud fever, sandcracks, corns, false quarters, weak/sheared heels.

2.2
Internal foot problems are described in terms of symptoms, causes and treatment options.

Range
laminitis, navicular disease, keratoma, seedy toe.

2.3
Problems of the pastern and fetlock are described in terms of symptoms, causes and treatment options.

Range
ringbone, sesamoiditis, arthritis, sidebone.

2.4
Problems of the cannon are described in terms of symptoms, causes and treatment options.

Range
shin soreness, splints, bowed tendons.

2.5
Problems of the carpus and radius are described in terms of symptoms, causes and treatment options.

Range
knee chips (carpal fractures), epiphysitis.

2.6
Problems of the hindlimb are described in terms of symptoms, causes and treatment options.

Range
bog spavin, bone spavin, capped hock, thoroughpin, curb.

Element 3

Identify the site of lameness.

Performance criteria

3.1
Observation of features of a horse's action identifies the lame limb.

Range
forelimb, hindlimb.

3.2
Observation and touch identifies the site of lameness.

Range
heat, pain, swelling, loss of function.

Element 4
Recognise a particular lameness condition, consult, and take action depending on the probable cause of lameness.

Range
summon professional help, apply interim first aid, administer ongoing care.
Performance criteria

4.1
External and internal foot problems and their probable causes are identified, and action is taken in accordance with stable procedures and in the best interests of the horse.

Range
foot problems may include but are not limited to – stone bruise, punctured sole, contracted heels, thrush, cracked heels, mud fever, sandcracks, corns, false quarters, weak/sheared heels, laminitis, navicular disease, keratoma, seedy toe;

evidence of five is required.
4.2
Problems of the fore and hindlimbs and their probable causes are identified, and action is taken in accordance with stable procedures and in the best interests of the horse.

Range
fore and hind limb problems may include but are not limited to – ringbone, sesamoiditis, arthritis, sidebone, shin soreness, splints, bowed tendons, knee chips (carpal fractures), epiphysitis, bog spavin, bone spavin, capped hock, thoroughpin, curb;

evidence of four is required.

4.3
Health records are maintained in accordance with stable procedures.

Range
date, symptoms, date of occurrence, exercise programme, current treatment.

Please note

Providers must be accredited by NZQA, or an inter-institutional body with delegated authority for quality assurance, before they can report credits from assessment against unit standards or deliver courses of study leading to that assessment.

Industry Training Organisations must be accredited by NZQA before they can register credits from assessment against unit standards.

Accredited providers and Industry Training Organisations assessing against unit standards must engage with the moderation system that applies to those standards.

Accreditation requirements and an outline of the moderation system that applies to this standard are outlined in the Accreditation and Moderation Action Plan (AMAP).  The AMAP also includes useful information about special requirements for organisations wishing to develop education and training programmes, such as minimum qualifications for tutors and assessors, and special resource requirements.

Comments on this unit standard

Please contact the NZ Equine Industry Training Organisation equineito@xtra.co.nz if you wish to suggest changes to the content of this unit standard.
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