575 version 4

Page 1 of 4

Use and care for farm horses
	Level
	3

	Credits
	7


Purpose
People credited with this unit standard are able to: prepare a farm horse for riding, check for soundness, and ride a farm horse while moving livestock; describe common health problems of farm horses; identify and report ailments, injury, and hoof problems of farm horses; care for and groom a farm horse; and identify, care for, and check for wear and damage of, the gear of a farm horse.
	Subfield
	Agriculture

	Domain
	Farming Skills

	Status
	Registered

	Status date
	23 April 2008

	Date version published
	23 April 2008

	Planned review date
	31 December 2012

	Entry information
	Open.

	Accreditation
	Evaluation of documentation and visit by NZQA, industry and teaching professional in the same field from another provider.

	Standard setting body (SSB)
	Agriculture Industry Training Organisation

	Accreditation and Moderation Action Plan (AMAP) reference
	0052


This AMAP can be accessed at http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/framework/search/index.do.

Special notes

1
Performance of all aspects of this unit standard should comply with the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries (1993), Code of Recommendations and Minimum Standards for the Welfare of Horses, and its subsequent amendments, referred to as the Welfare Code, available at http://www.biosecurity.govt.nz/animal-welfare/req.

2
On-farm procedures refer to the verbal or written instructions to staff on procedures for horse care, welfare, and management.

Elements and performance criteria
Element 1

Prepare a farm horse for riding, check for soundness, and ride a farm horse while moving livestock.

Performance criteria

1.1
The clothing of the rider is selected and worn to minimise riding hazards.

1.2
The farm horse is caught and prepared for use with tack fitted and adjusted in a manner which is comfortable for the horse and enables control at all times.

1.3
Physical check of horse determines soundness for the task, and variations are reported in accordance with on-farm procedures.

1.4
The horse is ridden with the rider maintaining control at all times.

Range
mount and dismount, walk, trot, canter, gallop, change direction.

1.5
The horse is ridden over flat, sloping, and uneven ground safely, without undue stress or risk of injury to horse or rider.

1.6
The horse is ridden in coordination with moving livestock.

Element 2

Describe common health problems of farm horses.

Performance criteria

2.1
Common health problems are described in terms of their symptoms and recommended treatment.

Range
colic, skin diseases, teeth problems, eye and nose inflammations, parasites.

2.2
Major forms of lameness are described in terms of their causes, symptoms, and treatment.

Range
general injury to limbs, injury to joints and tendons, faulty shoes;

hoof problems – seedy toe, corns, stonebruise.

Element 3

Identify and report ailments, injuries, and hoof problems of farm horses.

Performance criteria

3.1
Ailments or injuries are identified and reported promptly to the supervisor.

Range
colic, skin diseases, teeth problems, eye and nose inflammations, parasites.

3.2
The presence of hoof problems are checked, identified, and reported in accordance with on-farm procedures.


Range
seedy toe, corns, stonebruise.

Element 4

Care for and groom a farm horse.

Performance criteria

4.1
The horse is provided with sufficient and suitable shelter, water, feed, and secure fencing to meet requirements for safe and healthy maintenance, and the Welfare Code.

4.2
The horse is groomed regularly in accordance with on-farm procedures.
Element 5

Identify, care for, and check for wear and damage of, the gear of a farm horse.

Range
bridle, saddle blanket, saddle, cover.

Performance criteria

5.1
Gear is identified by name and function.

5.2
Gear is cleaned of visible contaminants and leather treated to maintain suppleness.

5.3
Gear is checked for wear and damage, and any faults are reported promptly in accordance with on-farm procedures.

5.4
Gear is stored tidily and securely in accordance with on-farm procedures.

Please note

Providers must be accredited by NZQA, or an inter-institutional body with delegated authority for quality assurance, before they can report credits from assessment against unit standards or deliver courses of study leading to that assessment.

Industry Training Organisations must be accredited by NZQA before they can register credits from assessment against unit standards.

Accredited providers and Industry Training Organisations assessing against unit standards must engage with the moderation system that applies to those standards.

Accreditation requirements and an outline of the moderation system that applies to this standard are outlined in the Accreditation and Moderation Action Plan (AMAP).  The AMAP also includes useful information about special requirements for organisations wishing to develop education and training programmes, such as minimum qualifications for tutors and assessors, and special resource requirements.

Comments on this unit standard

Please contact the Agriculture Industry Training Organisation standards@agricultureito.ac.nz if you wish to suggest changes to the content of this unit standard.
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