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TO:    Principal 
    Principal’s Nominee 

 
 

Derived Grade process for external assessment 2009 
 
In 2009, the New Zealand Qualifications Authority (NZQA) consulted schools on changes to 
the previous Compassionate Consideration process. Key changes include renaming the 
process to the Derived Grade process and using pre-existing, standard specific evidence for 
estimating grades, rather than reference candidates. 
 
The following documents are enclosed:  
• the 2009 Derived Grade process application form, including forms to be completed by a 

health or other independent professional 
• guidelines for applications, including scenarios to assist decision-making applications 

for a Derived Grade. 
 
Please photocopy as required, or download additional copies from the NZQA website at: 
www.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/acrp/secondary/forms.html 
  
Advising candidates 
To assist Principal’s Nominees in advising candidates whether an application is appropriate, a 
set of guidelines is attached to this circular.   
 
Applications 
The Derived Grade application form for 2009 contains sections to be completed by the 
candidate, a medical practitioner or other independent professional (if required), and the 
school.   
 
Derived Grade application forms must be returned to the Principal’s Nominee by Monday, 7 
December. 
 
All applications must reach NZQA by 4 pm, Tuesday 8 December 2009. 
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Education for Sustainability, Graphics, Technology and Visual Arts  
Applications for a Derived Grade based on illness and misadventure for externally assessed 
Education for Sustainability, Graphics and Technology standards should also be made online. 
Schools are responsible for the derived grade, in cases of illness and misadventure, for Visual 
Arts levels 1 and 2. The procedure and the application form for level 3 Visual Arts are 
available on the subject-specific page at: 
www.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/resources/visualart/index.html 
 
The Correspondence School 
Where a course is delivered by The Correspondence School, the home school must contact 
The Correspondence School directly to advise them that the student has made an application 
for a derived grade. 
 
 
Enquiries 
Please refer any enquiries relating to this circular to your School Relationship Manager. 
 

School Relationship Manager 
Secondary Assessment and Liaison 
Telephone:  04 463 3000 
Fax:             04 463 3113 
Email:         firstname.lastname@nzqa.govt.nz 

 
Circulars are available from the New Zealand Qualifications Authority website: 
www.nzqa.govt.nz/publications/circulars 
 
 


