
 

 

Te Marautanga o Aotearoa and University Entrance 
 
Further questions and answers 
What is Te Marautanga o Aotearoa (TMoA)? 
TMoA is the foundation curriculum document for Māori-medium education. It outlines the 
core learning and competencies of Māori-medium students, including the skills and 
knowledge required to enter university and follow chosen careers.  
 
Why is it important? 
The Education Act 1989 requires equal educational opportunity for Māori learners and 
increased participation and success by Māori through the advancement of Māori education 
initiatives. Māori-medium education is central to this. 
 
Together with the New Zealand Curriculum (NZC) for English-medium education, Te 
Marautanga o Aotearoa comprises the national curriculum for Aotearoa New Zealand. The 
two documents help give effect in schools to the partnership that is at the heart of Te Tiriti o 
Waitangi/the Treaty of Waitangi. 
 
What is NZQA’s proposal in brief? 
The proposal adds six new TMoA subjects (and their associated standards), brings together 

three other TMoA subjects with the comparable subjects on the approved subjects list and 

adds unique TMoA standards to 17 other existing subjects on the approved subjects list. 

Why is this only happening now? 
The Ministry needed to first develop the TMoA achievement standards. The process of 
developing standards requires a rigorous quality assurance process. The Ministry started 
with the development of the Level 1 achievement standards, which have been available 
since 2014. The draft Level 3 achievement standards were trialled in 2016, and they are now 
available for all schools (2017).   
 
What kind of learning does TMoA encompass?  
TMoA has nine learning areas (the NZC equivalent is in brackets):  

• Te Reo Māori (English) 

• Pāngarau (mathematics and statistics) 

• Pūtaiao (science) 

• Tikanga-ā-Iwi (social sciences) 

• Hauora (health and physical education) 

• Hangarau (technology) 

• Ngā Toi (the arts) 

• Te Reo Pākehā (English) 

• Ngā Reo (learning languages). 
 
How were the new TMoA Level 3 achievement standards developed? 
The achievement standards were developed by panels that are representative of Māori-
medium education, including practitioners, academics, curriculum specialists and language 
experts. They support educational success through affirming the identity of Māori students.  
 
As with achievement standards derived from the NZC, the Ministry of Education and NZQA 
follow a robust and rigorous development and quality assurance process before new 
standards are registered and made available for use by students. 
 
NCEA Level 1 TMoA-derived achievement standards have been available since 2014. 
Achievement standards for Level 2 have been available from the beginning of 2016. Level 3 
standards were trialled last year and are now fully available.  



 

 

 
The exception is Te Reo Rangatira. Level 2 Te Reo Rangatira standards have been 
available since 2015, and the Level 3 standards have been available from the beginning of 
2016. Credits achieved from these standards already contribute to meeting the requirement 
for university entrance because Te Reo Rangatira is an existing subject on the list of 
approved subjects. 
 
Do these new TMoA standards count towards the University Entrance requirements? 
The new TMoA Level 3 standards already count towards NCEA Level 3, which is one of the 
University Entrance requirements. Some Level 2 and Level 3 TMoA standards also count 
towards the University Entrance literacy requirement. The new TMoA subjects and 
standards do not currently count towards the University Entrance requirement for 14 credits 
in each of three subjects on the approved subjects list, which is why it is consulting on this 
proposal. 
 
How is NZQA consulting on the proposed change? 
Consultation is open for eight weeks. All those with an interest in the proposed changes can 
provide their views to NZQA, either via the survey on its website or by writing to 
TMOAConsultation@nzqa.govt.nz.   
 
Are students in English-medium education able to achieve the new subjects as part of UE? 
The purpose of the ‘14 credits in each of three subjects’ requirement is to ensure that 
students have sufficient skills and knowledge to succeed at degree level study. Only 
students undertaking their learning in these subjects within a kaupapa Māori context are 
eligible to have their achievements recognised for the purpose of the ‘14 credits in each of 
three subjects’ requirement.  
 
What happens next? 
Once the consultation is completed and the feedback fully considered, any agreed changes 
to the list of approved subjects will come into effect from 2017 for students wanting to 
achieve university entrance as calculated in January 2018 and onwards. This means 
students studying any of the new Level 3 standards this year could have those credits 
recognised for the purpose of the ‘14 credits in each of three subjects’ requirement. NZQA 
will communicate the outcome of the consultation on its website and directly to key 
stakeholders.  
 
How is this consultation different to the University Entrance review?  
The purpose of the 2016-2017 University Entrance review is to ensure that the requirements 
remain fit for purpose and relevant to stakeholders. It takes a broad look at all the 
requirements for the award. Any system-wide changes that could arise from the University 
Entrance review would be phased in gradually.   
 
NZQA periodically adds new subjects and standards to the approved subjects list. This 
proposal adds new TMoA-derived subjects and standards to the University Entrance 
approved subject list. A decision on including TMoA subjects and standards in the approved 
subject list could be implemented this year.    
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