
External Assessment Prototypes

What do you need to know?

In 2014 NZQA worked with Education Perfect on an electronic version of the MCAT (Maths Common 
Assessment Task).  In 2015 we will build on that pilot as follows:

eMCAT – a digital version of the NCEA Level 1 Maths Common Assessment Task (Algebra) that will count 
towards NCEA credits:  
 the eMCAT assessment will be a completely separate paper, not just a parallel paper to the MCAT one
 it will incorporate the new problem-solving focus that we have signalled for the MCAT
 all students that attempt the eMCAT must also attempt the paper version.  The school will select the best 

result from the digital and paper version and submit that result to NZQA.

Two other standards will be run as practice examinations and be based on the 2014 end of year exam paper, 
and will not count towards NCEA credits: 
 French, Listening (AS 90878)
 Science, Mechanics (AS 90940)

Various digital device inputs are being covered by the prototypes this year – more detail to follow.  

We expect these online standards will involve up to 100 schools and around 5,000 students.  To ensure we get a 
broad range of deciles and geographical areas for our analysis, if more than 100 schools register interest, NZQA 
may need run a selection process.  

For those schools not familiar with the Education Perfect platform, we encourage you to explore the Education 
Perfect platform (www.educationperfect.com/nzqa using password nzqa2015) prior to formally registering your 
interest.

What do you need to do?

NZQA will send out more detailed guidelines about the process and the registration process in the next month.  
Below are some general points on how the process is expected to work.

 All interested schools will register their interest via the Education Perfect platform or notify NZQA of their 
expression of interest at digitalassessment@nzqa.govt.nz.

 Using the temporary login process above, schools will be able verify that the Education Perfect platform is 
compatible with the school devices and internet connections. 

 Any school that does not wish to be involved, can be easily removed by contacting NZQA or Education 
Perfect. 

 In June, participating schools will be notified and they can then register their students.
 In mid-July schools can start using the system with their students for practice.
 The assessments will be run online in September.  
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