


What is NCEA?
NCEA stands for the National Certificate of Educational Achievement. It’s the 
main qualification for senior secondary school students, and it’s available at 
Levels 1, 2 and 3 on the New Zealand Qualifications Framework (NZQF).

NCEA is open for everyone, whether you want to do an apprenticeship,  
go to university, or be ready to get a job when you leave school.

How can we find out  
more about NCEA?
NCEA ma le Pasifika workshops
Does your church, sports team, community group or extended  
family want to learn more about NCEA? 

Contact our NZQA Pasifika team now to organise a NCEA  
ma le Pasifika workshop. 

NCEA ma le Pasifika workshops are informative, fun and interactive and  
help Pacific students, parents and school communities understand NCEA. 

There is information on subject choices, career pathways and options  
for digital exams.

Requests can be made by emailing: Pasifika@nzqa.govt.nz 

   You can also message us through our Facebook page: NCEA ma le Pasifika

Or telephone the NZQA call centre: 0800 697 296
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What are STEM  
subjects and why  
are they so important? 
STEM stands for science, technology, engineering and maths. The government 
has identified these subject areas as very important for New Zealand’s future.  
It is predicted that almost all future jobs will require some STEM knowledge.

Pasifika in STEM
NZQA wants to help Pasifika students achieve in STEM subject related areas.  
This will help to prepare them for the future, improve their job opportunities  
and give them the skills that they need to succeed in a rapidly changing world. 

There are many reasons for young people to study STEM subjects at secondary 
school:

• they can lead to better paid, more secure jobs

• STEM jobs are increasingly important for New Zealand’s future

• there are skill shortages in related sectors such as IT, engineering and health

• starting tertiary study in STEM areas will be much easier.

STEM subjects can include:

• Biology, Physics and Chemistry

• Digital Technologies and General Technology 

• Mathematics (including calculus and statistics)

• General Science or General Mathematics.

STEM study and career pathways
Learn more about Pasifika people in STEM from the curious minds website:  
www.curiousminds.nz/profiles

Search for Zoe So’otaga, Oriana Hansell-Pune and Andrea Fua.
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Have you ever considered 
doing your exams on a 
computer?
NCEA Online
The way students are doing exams is changing from pen and paper to digital 
exams on a computer, reflecting how people are learning and living in the 
modern world. 

Paper-based exams will continue to be offered as schools transition towards 
digital learning. 

In the past
From 2014 to 2018, NZQA tested digital exams with 30,000 students from 
different schools. In 2019, approximately 14,400 students from 202 schools  
sat a digital exam.

At the moment
Currently, digital exams are available in 21 different subjects, across NCEA  
levels 1, 2 and 3. These are digital copies of paper exams. 

Moving forward
In the future, digital exams will be different from paper versions, assessing the 
same topics in new ways. Technology will bring images to life and can let students 
hear questions being read aloud, as well as reading the text. Paper exams will 
continue to be available as we transition. 

Thinking about doing digital exams?
Before deciding to enter a digital exam in 2020, consider if you’re currently using 
a computer to learn and find out your school’s plans for digital exams, including 
subjects that you will be offered at your school.

To learn more, talk to your school or contact us at: NCEA.online@nzqa.govt.nz
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Could you do a digital  
exam in 2020?
Which subjects are being offered digitally in 2020?

Agricultural & 
Horticultural Science

Art History Business Studies

Chinese Classical Studies Education for 
Sustainability (L2 only)

English French German

Health History Home Economics

Japanese Latin (L1 & 2 only) Media Studies

Psychology Sāmoan Social Studies

Spanish Te Reo Māori Te Reo Rangatira

We are also researching other subjects, such as Science and Maths, to see how 
we can offer these digitally.

Who provides computer devices for a digital exam? 
Individual schools decide what devices to use, when and how they use them,  
and who provides them. Some schools purchase devices for classes; others 
run bring-your-own-device (BYOD) programmes; and others set up affordable 
leasing schemes with local trusts.

How do I get ready for a digital exam?  
Along with the normal revision you would do for a paper exam, you need to get 
familiar with the website you’ll access to sit a digital exam and, if you’re using  
your own computer, check it is set up for a digital exam. 

Our Student Exam Hub will help you ‘Become familiar with digital exams’.  
You can also find digital versions of past exam papers as well as the  
‘Digital Exams Device Check’ to prepare your computer device. 

www.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/ncea/
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Did you know you can  
gain NCEA credits for  
your performance?

NCEA credits available for performance
Achievement and Unit Standards recognise success in the following  
performance subjects:

Dance 
Music 
Ma-ori Performing Arts 
Niue Arts

Check with your school to see what credits you might be eligible for and to make 
sure assessment opportunities are available for you and your fellow students.

Find out more: www.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/subjects/

If you need any help, please contact NZQA Office of Pasifika: Pasifika@nzqa.govt.nz
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What extra help is available 
for students when they are 
being assessed?
Read about Special Assessment Conditions…
Special Assessment Conditions (SAC) can provide extra help for students when 
they are being assessed for their NCEA or New Zealand Scholarship. 

Examples of SAC include:

• Special papers for vision impaired students 

• Writers or Readers for students with learning disorders, such as dyslexia 

• Rest breaks for students with diabetes 

• Separate accommodation for students with anxiety disorders

What Special Assessment Conditions are available? 
A full list of Special Assessment Conditions available can be found by visiting  
the website below.

Who can apply for SAC?
Students who face certain health or learning related difficulties are eligible to 
apply for SAC. This includes students with autism, medical or physical challenges, 
students with specific reading or writing difficulties like dyslexia, and mental 
health concerns such as depression or anxiety.

How to apply?
Applications for SAC are made on behalf of a student by their school.  
To find out more, talk to your school to find out what you need to do –  
or contact NZQA.

NZQA does not charge for SAC applications and does not require you  
to obtain any specialist report. In most cases, NZQA can approve an  
application based on information provided by the school.

For more information go to: www.nzqa.govt.nz/SAC
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Contact us
Phone: 0800 697 296

Website: www.nzqa.govt.nz 

Email: helpdesk@nzqa.govt.nz

 

@PasifikaNZQA

@NZQAofficial
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https://twitter.com/nzqaofficial?lang=en

	What is NCEA?
	How can we find out more about NCEA?
	What are STEM subjects and why are they so important? 
	Have you ever considered doing your exams on a computer?
	Could you do a digital exam in 2020?
	Did you know you can gain NCEA credits for your performance?
	What extra help is available for students when they are being assessed?

