
Your Toolkit for Success
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Qualify for the future world 

Every whānau has 

aspirations for their 

tamariki.

Understanding what 

these are can help you 

work with your tamariki

to create a roadmap for 

success.

What are your aspirations for your tamaiti?
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All young New Zealanders will need to have the knowledge and 

skills to succeed in a rapidly changing world of work, and to 

navigate a lifelong journey of learning and earning.

What are 21st Century Skills?

21st Century skills are an essential set of knowledge, abilities and personal 
qualities required to thrive in tomorrow's rapidly changing world of work.

Why are 21st Century Skills needed?

Our children's working lives will bear little resemblance to those of older 
New Zealanders. Constant and accelerating change will mean that 
learning becomes much more important than just knowing something, 
with the focus on agile talent or creating workers who are constantly 
adapting and re-learning.

There are four key categories:

1. Knowing the new basics like digital and global working, design and 
entrepreneurship.

2. An ability to use knowledge to achieve results, through creative and 
critical thinking, working collaboratively to solve problems and 
communicate results.

3. Being curious, tenacious, organised, emotionally resilient and a team 
player.

4. Having a growth mindset which keeps you learning, unlearning and 
relearning.
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creativity

critical thinking

collaborative 

problem solving

communication

tenacity

organisation

teamwork

emotional 

resilience

curiosity

leadership

digital literacy

entrepreneurship

financial literacy

design thinking

wellness 

mindfulness

global literacy

growth mindset

goal setting & 

planning

building networks

ability to learn, 

unlearn, relearn

use be

know grow
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What I understand about the changes

Questions I have about the changes
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= University

= Entrance

U

E
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One of the best ways to support your child to succeed in NCEA is to 
develop a strong relationship with your school.

Your school is the best place to start for advice on how your child is tracking 
towards NCEA.

How can they help?

Your child's teacher(s) can provide guidance and feedback on subjects 
and/or course selection, work content and subject requirements.  

Here are some questions you might like to ask:

1) How do my child’s subject choices support them to get to where they 
want to go?

2) How are you helping my child to progress toward their learning goals?

3) How can you help my child to gain endorsements?

4) How do I know if my child is on track?  

5) What part can I play in supporting my child to reach their learning 
goals?

Careers Advisors can also help by providing information on:

• Course selection

• Subjects/courses and grades needed for specific areas of 
employment

• Tertiary study, and

• Apprenticeships
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1.   Know the exam timetable 

NCEA exams are national exams.  This means that all students in the 

country will sit the same exam at the same time, no matter where they 
live. Understanding the exam timetable can help you provide support 
to your child. 

2.   Provide a suitable study environment and keep them 

motivated

Your child needs a quiet, organised and well lit space to study for 

exams. You may even be able to help them review important 
material before each exam. 

3.   Discuss the plan of getting to the exam

Take some time to discuss with your child how they are going to get to 

their exams and what the exam rules are. Plan to arrive early to each 
exam in case something unforeseen happens, for example, bus or 
train delays.

4.   Balance study with free time 

It is important that your child remains in a positive frame of mind. In 

addition to studying, ensure your child is sleeping and eating 
well, taking regular breaks, getting fresh air and staying in touch with 
their peers.

5.   Talk to your child’s teachers 

Your child’s teachers know what is happening at school and how your 

child is progressing. Ask for guidance when you need it - teachers 
know how NCEA works and they understand it well.
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Accessing NCEA results

Your child can access their results online anytime, anywhere – it’s easy.  
First, they’ll need to set up their personal account at the NZQA website. 

If your child needs help to set this up, call 0800 697 296.  Once their 
account is set up they can order a copy of their NCEA certificate and 
University Entrance certificate.  

NCEA fees free

There are no longer fees for NCEA. As part of the NCEA review, the 
Government announced that, in order to make NCEA more accessible, 
there will no longer be fees charged for NCEA or Scholarship. 

For more information talk to your school.

Assessment timetable

For the internal assessment timetable, contact your school. 

For the external assessments (NCEA & Scholarship exams), visit the NZQA 
website at www.nzqa.govt.nz/exam-timetable.
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University Entrance

University Entrance (UE) is the minimum requirement to go to a New 
Zealand University.  To qualify, your child will need NCEA Level 3, that 
must include:

• Three subjects at Level 3, including: 

- 14 credits in three approved subjects

• Literacy – 10 credits at Level 2 or above including: 

- 5 credits in reading

- 5 credits in writing

• Numeracy - 10 credits at Level 1 or above including: 

- achievement standards – specified achievement standards 
available through a range of subjects, or

- unit standards - package of three numeracy unit standards 
(26623, 26626, 26627- all three required).

Once you have met the requirements for University Entrance it will 
appear on your Record of Achievement

Te Marautanga o Aotearoa

Students studying within a kaupapa Māori context will be able to have 
their achievements fully recognised for University Entrance purposes. 

Only students on the Māori-medium pathway can be awarded the six 
unique Te Marautanga o Aotearoa subjects. These students will be 
undertaking coherent learning programmes which are aligned to the 
principles and intent of Te Marautanga o Aotearoa. 
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/maori-and-pasifika/maori-qualifications/

14

http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/maori-and-pasifika/maori-qualifications/


Scholarships

Scholarships are a great way to fund tertiary study but so many students 
don’t even consider applying. There are plenty of myths about 
scholarships and it is often assumed that they are only available to the 
academic elite. We bust some of the scholarship myths and help you 
discover what’s out there.

The Myths

• Scholarships are just for smart people

• There are only a few scholarships and they’re in demand

• Someone else will get it

• It takes too much time and effort to apply

The Truth

There are all sorts of scholarships available, you just need to know where 
to look. Some examples include:

• AMP $10,000 Study Start Scholarship - for Year 12 & 13 students. You 
don’t need to be a straight-A student but you do need to be 
determined to pursue your dream.

• Spark Scholarship - aimed at promoting diversity in the digital 
workforce by encouraging women to do tech-oriented degrees. Five 
scholarships are awarded each year. Each recipient gets $5,000 a 
year for tuition fees.

• AUT’s Woolf Fisher First Scholarship - this covers ALL recipient’s tertiary 
fees. Aimed at students who are first in their family to do degree-level 
study.

To find out more about scholarships visit 
www.careers.govt.nz/courses/scholarships/
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1. What are Special Assessment Conditions (SAC)?

Special Assessment Conditions provide support during exams for students 
who are otherwise capable but cannot be fairly assessed because a 
medical, physical, sensory or learning condition interrupts their fair 
assessment.

2. What help is available?

Most SAC students are approved to use a computer or have the 
assistance of a writer and/or a reader. Other possible entitlements 
include separate accommodation, extra time, rest breaks or exam 
papers printed with an enlarged font.

3. Does SAC give an unfair advantage to students or unfairly label 

students?

No. SAC helps to remove a barrier for students who are otherwise 
capable. The use of SAC by a student is not listed on their Record of 

Achievement.

4. How is an application made and what is the cost?

Applications are made by schools on behalf of students to NZQA. There 
are no costs to whānau for the application. There are a few minor 
changes to SAC requirements this year so talk to your school for more 
information. 

5. Where do I get more information?

Talk to your child’s teacher about whether an application for SAC is 
appropriate. More information is available on the NZQA website at 
www.nzqa.govt.nz/sac. 
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www.nzqa.govt.nz/how-ncea-works

www.nzqa.govt.nz/mobile-app

www.studyIT.govt.nz

Like us on Facebook

www.careers.govt.nz
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A roadmap can help you and your whānau decide what you can do to 
support your child to be successful in NCEA.

Fill in the table on the following page and make assignments as to who 
might be best able to provide the support required. Including dates next to 

your tasks can help you track your progress. 
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Subject Choices

At college, I focused on subjects such as Economics, Statistics, Math and 
Science. By the time I got to Year 11 I knew I wanted to focus on math, so I 
began to focus my efforts heavily on the core math subjects.

Career Opportunities

As Senior Consultant with Deloitte - Auckland Office, I provide tax 
and financial advice to small & large businesses.

Career Pathway

I attended Waikato University where I graduated with a Bachelor of 
Business Analysis majoring in Accounting. I am working towards completing 
the Chartered Accountant certification which will enable me to become a 
certified Chartered Accountant.

What influenced you

My mother has been one of my greatest influences in life. She taught me the 
meaning of pressing forward with faith and endurance.

Personal Story

I am the fifth child of eight to Petina Ann Pene and Clive Hahn Stone. My 
father’s whānau are from Kai Tahu, however my parents raised my siblings 
and I in Whangaruru, an East Coast settlement of Ngāti Wai, near Whangarei. 
I have been inspired by my kaumātua and community to be a voice for 
Māori and Pasifika in the Business Sector and encourage others to pursue a 
career in STEM.



What do Accountants do?
Accountants provide accounting systems and services relating to taxation 

and financial dealings of organisations and individuals

What can you get paid?
Assistant accountants

$35 - $75k per year

Accountants
$60 - $115k per year
Source: Hays Salary Guide 2014

Job opportunities

Chances of getting a job as an accountant are good due to the demand 
for experienced workers

Secondary School Education
To enter tertiary education, you need to have NCEA Level 3 and University 

Entrance in core subjects including:
Economics, Statistics, Calculus & General Mathematics.

Length of Training
Approximately 3-6 years of studying and training required

www.careers.govt.nz

A V E R A G E
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School Choices

At college, I knew I wanted to become a Medical Doctor and I needed to 
focus heavily on the sciences. From Years 11–13, I took Chemistry, Biology, 

Physics and Science. NCEA science subjects were key to my being 
accepted into the Māori and Pacific Admission Scheme (MAPAS) at the 
University of Auckland.

Career Opportunities

I am now working as a Medical Doctor at Middlemore Hospital in South 
Auckland.  I’m also a Māori health researcher and Health Academic 
Advisor - Māori, to government and non-government health organisations.

Career Pathway

After graduating from medical school, I realised my passion for public 
health. I applied and was accepted to Harvard University where I 
completed a Masters in Public Health - Health Policy. I have also completed 
my PhD research in medical education. My journey has enabled me to 
combine the value of manaakitanga with my interest in medicine, 

education, and technology.
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What influenced you?

I am fortunate to have a supportive whānau who keep me grounded. My 
kaumātua, communities of Northland and South Auckland play an 
important role and have influenced my journey through health and medical 
research.

Personal Story

I was born in Whangarei. My dad is from Pipiwai and my mum is from 
Whangaruru. We moved around a lot, attending six or seven 
schools. During high school, we moved to South Auckland where I 

attended Tangaroa College. It was there that I decided I wanted to 
become a doctor. I knew that being a doctor, I could make a positive 
impact integrating the values of whanaungatanga and manaakitanga.

Scholarships

• University of Auckland Chancellors Award for Top Māori & Pacific Scholar
• Tainui Trust Board Education Scholarship
• South Auckland Health Foundation Scholarship
• Ngātiwai Education Grant
• Ngāti Hine Health Trust Scholarship
• Rose Hellaby Postgraduate Scholarship, Māori Education Trust
• Frank Knox Fellowship to Harvard University
• Fullbright NZ Science & Innovation
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School Choices

In Year 12 I took Level 2 Mathematics, History, English, te reo Māori, 

Physics, Chemistry and Legal Studies. In Year 13, I took Level 3 te reo 
Māori, English and History and Level 2 Biology.

Career Opportunities

I am currently a Doctor (House Officer – Medical & Surgery rotation) 
specialising in Māori Health protection and research.

Career Pathway
I graduated with a Bachelor of Medicine and Surgery from the University 
of Otago. I will spend 2 years working as a House Officer at Hawkes Bay 
Hospital based in Hastings. This gives me the opportunity to work closely 
with my iwi and hapū, and support the advancement of hauora Māori.

What influenced you?

My whānau are my greatest influence, support and strength. I also 
acknowledge my grandfather who immigrated to Aotearoa from Niue 
and married my grandmother from Ngāti Pahauwera.
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Personal Story

I am the youngest of 2. My older brother also pursued tertiary studies which 
had a positive impact on me. My father comes from Ngāti Kahungunu ki
Mohaka (Ngāti Pahauwera) on his mother's side,  and his father 
immigrated to Aotearoa from Niue in 1942 at the age of 21. My mother 
was born and bred in Upper Hutt and, along with my father, had high 
aspirations for my brother and I. They encouraged us to stay focussed in 
school and go on to University.

Scholarships

• Ngāti Kahungunu Iwi Education Grant
• Ngāti Pahauwera Education Grant
• Māori Education Grant
• School Leavers Tertiary Scholarship for Top Māori in Academics
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What do General Practitioners (GPs ) do?
General Practitioners care for, diagnose and treat the health problems of 

individuals and families in the community.

What can you get paid?
Trainees and graduate General Practitioners 

$50 - $130k per year

General practitioners
$95 - $250k per year

Source: NZ Medical Association 2017

Job Opportunities

The chance of getting a job as a General Practitioner is
good due to a shortage of workers.

Secondary Education
To enter tertiary education, you need to have NCEA Level 3 and 

University Entrance in core subjects including:
Biology, Chemistry, Physics and General Science.

Length of Training
11 years of training required

A V E R A G E

www.careers.govt.nz
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School Choices

At college, I took mainly science subjects which included Biology, 
Chemistry, Physics and General Science. This was balanced with te reo
Māori, Statistics and Mathematics.

Career Opportunities

I now run my own Environmental Consultancy (Te Kōnae) where my team 
provide Māori resource management, technical and research support to 
iwi and Crown agencies.

Career Pathway

After completing my Bachelors and Masters in Environmental Geography 
and Science. I started working as a contractor, providing policy and 
research advice to Ministries and NGOs. Māori with STEM skills are in high 
demand. It provides you with the opportunity to freelance which offers a 
lot of independence, allowing me to work from a kaupapa Māori lens 
24/7, which I really enjoy.

What influenced you?

Growing up I spent a lot of time in special places like Kāpiti Island and 
Ōtaki. I also spent a number of years in Eastern Europe and Hawaii, 
working with and learning local indigenous practices of Environmental 
Protection. When I was young, I relished the opportunity to study New 
Zealand native birds which has had a big influence on me.
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Personal Story

I was lucky enough to grow up in Ōtaki, where I developed a fascination 
and appreciation for our role as kaitiaki of the natural world. I've always 

wanted to be involved in work protecting our taonga and being 
connected to the environment.

Scholarships

• Ngāti Toa Rangatira Iwi
• Māori Education Trust Grant
• Ngāti Kai Education Grant
• Raniera and Anihaka Higgins Scholarship
• Tū Horomata Scholarship for Excellence in Māori
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What do Environmental Scientists do?
Environmental Scientists study the environment and how plants, animals and 
other organisms are affected by it. They also study external influences, such 

as pollutants, and advise how to avoid or reduce harmful effects on the 
environment.

What can you get paid?
Environmental scientist
$49k - $130k per year

Source: Payscale.com and Environmental Protection Authority, 2017

Job Opportunities

Chances of getting a job as an Environmental Scientist are good due to a 
shortage of workers.

Secondary Education
To enter tertiary education, you need to have NCEA Level 3 and University 

Entrance in core subjects including:
Biology, Chemistry, Science and Calculus.

Length of Training
Up to 3-9 years of studying and training required.

A V E R A G E

www.careers.govt.nz
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School Choices

From Years 11-13 I focussed on Biology, Physics, Statistics, Calculus and 
Accounting. I then pursued te reo Māori during my first year of university 
which I have continued to this day.

What I do

My career as a Biomedical Scientist looks closely at how the human body 
works and discover new ways to cure and treat diseases, especially 
diseases that impact Māori communities like diabetes and gout.

Career Pathway

I graduated with a Bachelor of Science majoring in Biology, a Masters in 
Science – Biology and eventually completed my PhD on Cellular and 
Molecular Bioscience from Victoria University of Wellington.

What influenced you?

My Mum did simple things that influenced my learning, like leaving books 
lying around the house and encouraging us to read, singing to us and 
playing musical instruments.
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Personal Story

My mother is from Hauraki, Ngāti Tamaterā and my father is from Ngāti Wai 
and Ngāti Whātua. I am the eldest of 8 kids. My dad made his way in 
trades, mostly as a painter, while my mum took great care of us at home.

While studying at Victoria University of Wellington, I was involved with the 
Tuakana/Teina mentoring programme. It was during this time I met a Māori 
who was leading pathways for Māori in Chemistry. He encouraged me to 
do a Masters in Science focussing on rongoā Māori which I carried into my 
PhD research, studying how the immune system misbehaves in gout.

Scholarships

• Rose Hallaby Award
• Manaaki Tauira for Excellence in Science
• Ngāti Whātua - Education Grant
• Ngāti Wai Education Grant
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What do Biomedical Scientists do?
Biomedical Scientists study the medical structure and function of the 
human body. They use this research to develop medical research.

What can you get paid?
Biomedical Scientists
$35k - $75k per year

Senior biomedical scientists with PhDs

$76k - $130k per year
Source: NZBIO, 2016

Job Opportunities:

The chances of getting a job as a Biomedical Scientist are average as it is 
limited for those doing fundamental research, but good for those doing 

applied research.

Secondary Education
To enter tertiary education, you need to have NCEA Level 3 and University 

Entrance in core subjects including:

Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Statistics and Calculus.

Length of Training
3-9 years of studying and training required

A V E R A G E
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