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NZQA Assessment Support Material 

 
Unit standard 28056 

Title Read and understand texts on familiar topics (EL) 

Level 3 Credits 5 Version 1 

 

Note 
The following guidelines are supplied to enable assessors to carry out valid and consistent 
assessment using this internal assessment resource. 

Assessors must manage authenticity for any assessment from a public source, because learners 
may have access to the assessment schedule or student exemplar material.  This assessment 
resource without modification may mean that learners’ work is not authentic.  The assessor will 
need to change the context or topic to be investigated, or change to a different text to read or 
perform. 

 

Assessor guidelines 
 
Introduction 
 
Refer to the unit standard document for the outcome, evidence requirements and grading criteria. 
 

T H I S  U N I T  S T A N D A R D  C A N  B E  A W A R D E D  W I T H  A N  
A C H I E V E D ,  M E R I T ,  O R  E X C E L L E N C E  G R A D E  
 

A W A R D  O F  G R A D E S  

• For award with Achieved, understanding of written texts is demonstrated by: 

– Identifying the overall idea, main points and supporting details. 
– The meaning of language features and essential vocabulary key to understanding the text is 

identified. 

Range language features may include but are not limited to – lexical and grammatical 
cohesive devices, tense, modals, imperatives, persuasive language. 

 minimum of three different language features for each text; 
 minimum of ten vocabulary items for each text. 
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A W A R D  O F  G R A D E S  

• For award with Merit, clear understanding of written texts is demonstrated by: 

– Linking the main points and supporting details. 
– Language features and essential vocabulary key to understanding the text are located and 

linked to meaning. 
 

• For award with Excellence, thorough understanding of written texts is demonstrated by: 

– Explaining the overall idea of the text, and links between main points and supporting details. 
– Language features and essential vocabulary key to understanding the text are explained. 

 

This unit standard has one outcome: 
 
Outcome 1: Read and understand texts on familiar topics (EL) 
 
Range two texts of different topics and text types, assessed on separate occasions; 
 text types may include but are not limited to – information, persuasive, recount. 
 

 
Conditions of assessment 
 
These materials contain assessment tasks for ONE text only. In order to complete this standard, 
learners must successfully complete activities for two transactional texts.  
 
• All assessment activities must be conducted in English, which must not be the learner’s first 

language. 
• Learners may use an English dictionary but not an electronic translator. 
• Learner responses may be oral or written. 
• Written responses need not be grammatically correct, but errors must not interfere with 

meaning. 
• The assessor must be satisfied that the learner can independently demonstrate competence 

against the standard. 
 
Learning contexts 
 
Assessment of this standard must reflect the qualifier (general, workplace or academic) being 
studied. Learners should be assessed after they are familiar with each topic. This assessment 
activity should follow formative work in which the learners have had the opportunity to become 
familiar with each topic, question types and vocabulary. It is recommended that this assessment be 
linked with other level 3 English Language unit standard assessments. 
 
Notes for assessors 
 
• It is important that learners are familiar with the evidence requirements and explanatory notes 

of the standard, including definitions. 
• Learners should not have seen the text before the assessment activity.  
• Each of the two texts should be assessed at a different time as part of a wider area of study. 
• Refer to the explanatory notes in the standard for details concerning text length and text 

complexity. 
• A range of question types must be used for assessment against this unit standard e.g. short 

answer questions, multiple-choice, sorting, matching etc. 
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• The assessment schedule is for assessors only, and is not to be shared with learners during 
the assessment process. 

• Refer to your institution’s policies before offering a further assessment opportunity. If a 
resubmission takes place, the assessor should ensure that the correct answers are not 
inadvertently indicated prior to the resubmission. For example, in a true / false or matching 
exercise, it would be inappropriate to indicate the incorrect answers on the learner’s script. 
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Driving in New Zealand 

New Zealand has a graduated driving licence system. This means that you 
have to complete a number of stages before getting a full New Zealand 
driving licence. It normally takes two years to get a full driving licence in 
New Zealand. This information outlines the rules for getting a full Class 1 
licence, which allows you to drive a car, ute or van. If you want to drive a 
different type of vehicle e.g. a truck or motorcycle, the rules are different. 

Before you learn to drive on the road you must get a learner licence. To 
get a learner licence you must sit and pass the learner licence test. You 
will also have your photograph taken, pay a fee and take an eyesight test. 
If you fail the eyesight test you will have to see an optician. To take the test 
you need to take proof of where you live and your identity, such as a birth 
certificate or passport, to the local testing office. 

The learner licence test is a theory test that you take on a computer. It has 
thirty-five questions that test your knowledge of the road rules. The 
questions are multi-choice and true/false questions. You choose the 
answer you think is most correct by clicking on it. You must answer thirty-
two questions correctly. Once you have your learner licence you can start 
to learn to drive. However, you must have a supervisor who has a full 
licence with you in the car at all times, and you must have ‘L’ plates on the 
car when you are driving. 

The next stage is the restricted licence. To get a restricted licence you 
have to do a practical test. You are allowed to do the practical test six 
months after you get a learner licence. The vehicle you use for the test 
must have a current warrant of fitness, registration and working brake and 
indicator lights. It must also have ‘L’ plates on display. You will need to do 
an eyesight test again and should have your learner licence with you. 

The practical test takes about thirty minutes and there is another fee. The 
testing officer will watch you drive and check that you are a safe driver. He 
or she will want to know that you are aware of the things around you when 
you are driving, for example, children playing near the road. The testing 
officer will also want to see if you can adjust your speed and change your 
direction when you need to, and that you can do a number of different 
driving skills for example, three-point turns and hill starts. 

Once you have a restricted licence there are special rules. People with 
restricted licences cannot drink alcohol before they drive, must not drive 
between 10pm and 5am, and can only carry certain passengers. 

After 18 months of safe driving on a restricted licence you qualify for a full 
licence. However, you will have to do a full licence on-road test, another 
eyesight test and pay another fee, but you will not need to do another 
theory test. You will need to provide the vehicle that you sit the test in. The 
full licence road test has three parts; basic driving, detecting and 
responding to dangers in built-up areas, and detecting and responding to 
dangers on higher speed roads e.g. motorways. 

However, you can get a full licence in twelve months instead of eighteen 
months if you do a defensive driving course or an advanced driving 
course. You can do this once you have your restricted licence. If you pass 
the course you will get your full licence sooner. 

606 words 
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Assessment Schedule 

 
Note: This assessment schedule is for ONE transactional text only. In order to complete this standard, learners must successfully complete activities 
for two transactional texts.  
 
Unit standard 28056 

Title Read and understand texts on familiar topics (EL) 

Level 3 Credits 5 Version 1 

 

Evidence requirements Judgements statement Achieved Merit Excellence 

Question 1 
 
iii) The New Zealand driving licence system 

 
Understanding is demonstrated by identifying 
the overall idea of the text.  
 
Answer must be correct. 
 

 
 
* 

  

Question 2 
 
Any reasonable answer e.g. 
All of the paragraphs are about the different 
parts of the driving licence system. 
 

 
Understanding is demonstrated by explaining 
the overall idea of the text. 
 
Answer must be correct. 

   
 
* 

Question 3 
 
a) supporting 
b) main 
c) supporting 
d) supporting 
e) supporting 
f) main 
g) supporting 

Understanding is demonstrated by identifying 
main points and supporting details. 
 
Main points: 2 of 3 (b, f or i) are correct 
 
Supporting details: 4 of 6 (a, c, d, e, g, h) are 
correct 

 
 
 
 
* 
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h) supporting 
i) main 
 
Question 4 
 
Main points: 
i) d 
ii) f 
iii) c 
 
Supporting details: 
iv) a 
v) e 
vi) b 
 

Understanding is demonstrated by linking main 
points and supporting details. 
 
2 out of 3 (i, ii and iii) are correct 
 
 
 
2 out of 3 (iv, v and vi) are correct 

  
 
 
 
* 

 

Question 5 
 
a) iii) 
 
b) Any reasonable answer e.g. 

All of the supporting information is about 
the different things you have to do to get a 
full licence. 

 
Understanding is demonstrated by explaining 
links between main points and supporting 
details. 
 
Both a) and b) must be correct. 

   
 
 
* 

Question 6 
 
a) Pronoun reference. Answers similar to: 

i) the person taking the test/the learner 
driver 

ii) the testing officer 
iii) people with restricted licences 

 
b) Connectives 

i) but/However 
ii) After 
iii) If 

 
c) Class sub-class 

The meaning of language features key to 
understanding the text is identified.  
 
6a. 2 out of 3 are correct. 
 
 
 
 
 
6b. 2 out of 3 are correct 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
* 
 
 
 
 
 
* 
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i) vehicles 
ii) (driving) licences 
iii) manoeuvres 

6c. 2 out of 3 are correct * 

Question 7 
 
Collocation 
i), ii), iii) Answers in any order 
 
any three of  the following: 
learner licence, eyesight, theory, practical, (full 
licence) on road 
 

 
Language features key to understanding the 
text are located and linked to meaning. 
 
2 out of 3 are correct 

  
 
* 

 

Question 8 
 
 
a)  

i) Yes 
ii) Answers similar to: 
The words‘will need to’ tell me that it is 
necessary. 

b)  
i) No 
ii) Answers similar to: 
The word ‘possible’, means it might 
happen but isn’t certain. 

c)  
i) After 
ii) Answers similar to: 
I know this because it says ‘once you have 
a restricted licence’. ‘Once’ tells me you 
must have a restricted licence first. 

 

Language features key to understanding the 
text are explained. 
 
2 out of 3 (a, b or c) must be correct 
 
8a. Both i and ii must be correct. 
 
8b. Both i and ii must be correct. 
 
8c. Both i and ii must be correct. 

   
 
 
 
 
* 

Question 9 
 
a) identity 
b) (an) optician 
c) (a) supervisor 

 
The meaning of essential vocabulary key to 
understanding the text is identified.  
 
10 out of 12 are correct 

 
 
 
 
* 
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d) restricted 
e) to adjust 
f) normally 
g) select 
h) indicator 
i) fee 
j) provide 
k) responding 
l) dangers 
 
Question 10 
 
a) practical 
b) theory 
c) aware 
d) qualify 
e) defensive 
 

Essential vocabulary key to understanding the 
text is located and linked to meaning. 
 
4 out of 5 are correct 

  
 
 
* 

 

Question 11 
 
Answers similar to: 
a) organised in regular stages, has steps to 

achieving the end point 
b) valid (at the present time) 
c) a sign you put on a car to tell people you 

are a learner driver 
 

Essential vocabulary key to understanding the 
text is explained. 
 
2 out of 3 are correct 

   
 
 
* 

 


