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Part A: Commentary 

Candidates who achieved these standards had reliable knowledge of the Level 1 
vocabulary and the familiar contexts in which they occur. In the listening standard, it is 
beneficial for candidates to take full notes during the readings. Candidates who were 
able to understand passages containing more challenging language, were able to give 
more detailed answers, and therefore were more successful. The best candidates wrote 
controlled answers, were able to select relevant information from the spoken and written 
texts, and made sensible inferences. Candidates are reminded to read the questions 
carefully and base their answers on information gathered from the texts. Proof-reading 
of answers is also advisable to avoid unintended misinterpretations.  

Part B: Report on standards 

90883:  Demonstrate understanding of a variety of spoken 
German texts on areas of most immediate relevance 

Candidates who were awarded Achievement commonly:  

• demonstrated understanding of the gist of the passage 
• made meaning of the passage but tended to miss supporting details 
• understood some parts of the passage and answered creatively around that 
• made some use of the listening boxes. 

Candidates whose work was assessed as Not Achieved commonly: 

• provided incorrect information 
• demonstrated a lack of vocabulary knowledge 
• wrote individual words rather than sentences 
• made little use of the listening boxes. 

Candidates who were awarded Achievement with Merit commonly: 

• had a good command of the vocabulary at Level 1 
• gave a substantial number of details correctly to support their answers 
• omitted some details. 

Candidates who were awarded Achievement with Excellence commonly: 

• wrote full, well-organised answers 
• supported their answers well with relevant details from the text 
• had an excellent command of the vocabulary at Level 1 
• utilised the listening boxes effectively. 

 



  

90886:  Demonstrate understanding of a variety of German 
texts on areas of most immediate relevance 

Candidates who were awarded Achievement commonly: 

• showed basic understanding of the text and were able to convey general meaning 
• understood words but were not always able to make meaning of sentences 
• missed some detail 
• tended to write shorter answers which were not well supported with detail. 

Candidates whose work was assessed as Not Achieved commonly: 

• displayed (very) limited understanding of the texts 
• recognised some vocabulary items and invented a context for them 
• wrote short, often sketchy answers 
• tended to give personal opinion without reference to the text. 

Candidates who were awarded Achievement with Merit commonly: 

• including a reasonable amount of text detail 
• had reliable command of the vocabulary at Level 1 
• wrote fuller answers and supported them with evidence from the text. 

Candidates who were awarded Achievement with Excellence commonly: 

• understood the whole text including finer details, more difficult sentences and implied meanings 
• had excellent vocabulary knowledge 
• noticed points of grammar such as negatives, singular and plural 
• wrote well organised and well-considered answers 
• supported their answers with ample evidence from the text. 

Standard specific comments 

Even with the challenge of long texts to read, most candidates managed to make 
sufficient meaning from the three texts to answer the questions successfully. 

Few candidates used extra pages for their answers which is an encouraging sign that 
they are selecting relevant detail, writing more succinctly and avoiding the repetition of 
ideas. 
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