
Supporting Evidence 

Perform an acting role in a scripted production 

 
I have been given the role of ‘Rose’ in our version of ‘Children of the Poor’, by 

Mervyn Thompson. I am really pleased because, not only is it one of the major 

roles but it is also all in one piece and I do not have to play a whole lot of roles. 

This will help me to focus on Rose and find out what she is really like. 

 
Rose is the oldest of the Porcello children. When the play starts she is 11years old 

and she is 16 when it ends. She lives with her mum and two brothers in Athol 

Place, Dunedin in 1903. Her father has abandoned them and they live a really poor 

life. 

Their mum takes in washing to pay the bills but there is no other income. 

Rose really wants more out of life. She is sick and tired of not having stuff when 

other kids have. She will do all that she has to so she can have a bit more out of life. 

In the end this means she becomes a prostitute. 

I think Rose is a fighter. She wants more than what is given to her and she will fight 

back when people give her family a hard time. But because she is fighting back all 

the time, and because she has to sell herself to get what she wants, Rose gets harder 

and harder as the play goes along. She is really angry at the world. 

Rose thinks she has got things under control but really she is a victim of 

poverty. Eventually she dies. 

 
I want to show how strong and angry Rose is so I will use an upright posture and 

stick my chin out when I defy people. I am quite impatient so I will stamp my feet 

and fling my arms to my sides when I want to get my way.  My voice is strong and 

I usually sound really confident, even when I am lying. 

I think Rose has another side too though. I think she steps in when Mother falls 

apart. She is the tough one that keeps it all together. When Albany asks, ‘What’s 

the matter with mother?’ Rose answers that she‘s just a bit deaf. This shows she is 

brushing the problems under the carpet and protecting her brothers from the worst 

of it. It’s like she doesn’t want to admit how hard it could get if Mother gets ‘sick’. 

Rose is the one who is not afraid of the people who have more money and power. 

She answers back and fights back. I want to show that she is really brave but 

ultimately doomed. I will use space to show this by not backing down or putting 

my head down when someone confronts me. 

Relationships: 
Rose / Mother: Rose is angry at her mother and thinks she could have done better 
by her children. She doesn’t understand why mother can’t do something to make life 
better. 

Rose/ Albany: At first Rose thinks Albany is a bit of a goody good because he is 

always sticking up for Mother. Rose hangs up her Xmas stocking even though she 

knows Albany doesn’t want her to and it will make Mother cry. Later on Rose and 

Albany become allies. Rose bails Albany out when he goes to jail. They know each 

other are doing bad things but they keep each others secrets. Rose worries that 

Albany is not as tough as her. 

Rose / Douglas: She sees Douglas as just an annoying little brother. He is a tag 

along but he doesn’t get into trouble. Maybe he is too young to understand what is 

going on. She loves him but doesn’t really think about it much. 
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