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  I am playing ‘Hansel’ in ‘Hansel and Gretel’ as part of our performance of ‘Grimms 
Tales’. 
Hansel is a young boy. He is about 8 or 9 years old. He has a sister that he 
really loves. He is a bit older than her and so looks after her a bit. 
He loves his father but his stepmother does not care for him or his sister. She 
talks the father into abandoning them in the forest when times are tough. 
Hansel is quite clever and figures out how to get home using shiny stones. 
Eventually the step mother talks the father into abandoning them again. This 
time Hansel cannot find any shiny stones to mark their way with and so they are 
left in the forest. They come upon a cottage made of bread and cake. However, 
it is owned by a witch and she captures them and plans to eat them. 
Eventually Hansel tricks the witch into showing him how to get into the oven. 
Then he shuts her in and they escape back to their father and it all ends 
happily. 

 
Hansel is a clever boy with lots of good ideas. He wants to look after his sister and 
loves his father. He doesn’t like his stepmother much. 
His family is poor but he is a good boy. I will show this by listening carefully to 
my father and showing lots of affection to my sister – who I love. 
I will show my relationship with my sister by sitting closely to her and putting 
my arm around her shoulder a lot. I will make lots of encouraging eye contact 
with her when she is worried. 
I will show I am a boy by standing a little more ‘open’ than I would if I was a girl. 
I will use lots of lively movement to show that I am young and I will also use my 
eyes a lot to show that I am excited or worried. 
My voice will be quite quick to show that I am young. 
At different points, I will address the audience and I want this to be clear so I 
will focus on them and make my body neutral while I tell the story. 
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