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Dearly beloved. We are gathered here today to witness the joining of this man, and this 

woman, in holy matrimony. In the sight of God, and the sight of the church, they shall both 

make the vows of loving each other and accepting each other no matter what.  

 

The play Pygmalion, written in 1912 by George Bernard Shaw, is a cleverly written play, with 

memorable characters and catch phrases, realistic exposure of the social class system that 

remained prominent in the Edwardian era, and also demonstrates the theme of marriage 

morality. Personally, I find this last point rather ironic, as George Bernard Shaw was known 

to be a ladies man and the woman he married, she eventually got sick of him, saw the light 

and left to go to Italy.       Bummer Georgie. Bummer.  

 

 George Bernard Shaw’s classic play Pygmalion could also, suppose, be called satirical. In 

the time of 1912, there was a social class system which determined one person, or family’s 

social status. A wealthy family would be upper class, while a poor man would be lower class 

or working class. In Pygmalion, when we first meet Eliza, she is a cockney, frowned upon, 

lower class lady, who works as a flower girl.   While the almost superior Professor Henry 

Wiggins is a wealthy, upper class bachelor, at teacher of phonetics with a healthy income.  

The contrast between the two characters, first introduced in scene one of the play is early 

exaggerated into satirizing the cliché of social classes.        This helps us, the audience, or as 

the case may be, actors, to define the image that Shaw is trying to create. He has shown us 

his canvas, and now we know what he is working on, he can begin his masterpiece.  

 

As the play got well underway I began to understand the point of the story: the right to inflict 

change upon another. Is it socially or ethically acceptable to change an individual to make 

them the way you want to be, or does one not own the right to develop another into their own 

ideal person, in their character, demeanour and physicality? This is what the entertaining 

Pygmalion explores throughout the play.  

 

For example, in the case of marriage, would a fiancé say to his beloved partner, I’m going to 

ask you to marry me, but you have to change your weight, hair, clothes, opinions on 

everything and your whole personality because honestly how you are right now is wrong and 

just doesn’t do it for me. This is more or less what Higgins says to Eliza. He basically tells her 

she’s not good enough and has to change everything about herself. As Pygmalion suggests, 

what right does one human being have to tell another human being, who also has emotions, 

a mind and conscience of their own, that they are not good enough. This is just what Higgins 

did to Eliza.  

 

As Eliza changes throughout the play, it is shown that Higgins has been able to have power 

over Eliza because of his social status and self-opinion. This also shows a theme of sexism 

coming through as men have once again overruled women.   

 

 

 

 


