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Our one minute presentation is different from the play the Pohutukawa Tree by Bruce 
Mason but it also has some similarities. The first main difference is that our play is set in a 
modern time. You can mainly see this through the way the mother acts and the way she 
dances. The Pohutukawa tree was set in a more olden daytime. You grow to understand 
this through the odd language they use. You also see it through how separated the Māori 
and Pākehā people are. The Pākehā’s are racist towards the Māori, but only under the 
surface so the Māori don’t really notice it all that much. The other difference is that the 
mother in our play is more upbeat and is younger than Aroha in the Pohutukawa tree. [1] 
 
The first main similarity between the Pohutukawa Tree and our play is that both mothers do 
not take the fact that their daughter is pregnant very well. They both get extremely upset and 
both are very unsupportive and don’t want to even see their own daughters. They both only 
think of themselves. The mother in our play is only concerned about how hard she has 
worked for this competition coming up and Aroha only cares about what other people are 
going to think about how she raised her children. Both mothers consider their daughters to be 
selfish. [2] 
 

The second similarity is that both daughters are afraid to tell their mothers and they both 
know she is not going to react well to the situation. In our play the daughter is scared to tell 
her mum and has been hiding it for thirteen weeks because she is just too afraid of her 
mother’s reaction. Queenie also kept it a secret from her mother. Not for as long as the girl 
on our play but she did keep the fact that she was having sex with Roy for from her mother 
form some time. [3] 
 

The characters in both plays are similar in some ways and different in others. Both mothers 
basically shun their daughters. Although in our play the mother would be considered as ‘a 
mother trying to be hip’ where as in the Pohutukawa Tree, Aroha wants to stick to her old 
traditions and cultural ways. Both daughters in the play are very scared to tell their mothers 
and both know there are going to be huge consequences to their actions. Both daughters 
were brought up under strict rules. The daughter in our play was brought up to only think 
about dancing. And Queenie was bought up to always honour her culture and to stick to her 
families’ way of life. [4] 
 

 


