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Supporting Evidence - Student 2 – Commedia Dell’arte 

  

Statement of Intention: 

Role: Punch/Pulcinella 

 

Time:            Daytime 

 

  

Place:  : Market place 

Situation (underhand plot)  

My intention is that Punch wants revenge on Pantalone. In my scene Punch (the lower class character) was 

fed up with Pantalone (the higher status character) treating him like dirt, so Punch wanting revenge and money 

from Pantalone uses his ‘lust’ against him and tricked him into thinking Punch was a girl who then blindfolded 

him to take him to ‘her house’. Whilst Punch was doing this to Pantalone he robbed him of all his money and 

left him in the cold.  We did this plot because Punch is a very vengeful character, and Pantalone a very 

wealthy one who is always looking for more money and women. Because he fears losing his money, we used 

his lust for women to trick him and steal his money to hit him where it will hurt the most.  This is an important 

feature in Commedia as commedia scenes do not have scripts so they have the underhand plot of the scene 

which is the basic plotline. It is normally when the lower class character tricks the higher status characters to 

get what they want. 

Feature used: Complex performance skill  

   

Body appropriate to 

character: 

 

In my scene I used body appropriate to 

Punch by hunching over and having one 

arm hung low and the other tucked behind 

my back as well as limping. 

I used this because when researching his 

historical character I found multiple pictures 

of him hunching over with one 

 

Voice appropriate to 

character: 

 

 

I used this appropriate to the role of Punch 

by having a snarly squeaky bitter and hate 

filled tone. I used this to show the hate and 

vengefulness of Punch and that he is like a 

whining complaining child.   This relates to 

my research as I found that Punch is 

always complaining about things, I gave 

him a whining voice to match it. 

 

Establishment of 

status: 

Commedia dell’Arte is 

almost entirely based 

In our scene we used the high status of 

Pantalone and the low status of Punch to 

create contrast. We used this status to 

make Pantalone Punch’s boss and 

Pantalone bossing Punch around which 

 

Student 2: High Merit 



on status. Who is 

bossing who around 

and who wants 

revenge.  

Commedia was 

played to the lower 

classes of people, so 

taking the mickey out 

of the higher status 

characters is the 

easiest way to make 

the audience relate to 

it as they will have 

wanted revenge on 

their ‘masters’. 

 

makes Punch hate him. We establish status 

at the beginning of the scene when 

Pantalone tells Punch to do the dishes 

making Pantalone high status. Punch 

insults him behind his back which shows his 

hate for the high status characters but being 

nervous when he is nearby. This shows 

how much power Pantalone has over him. 

Comic business 

(Lazzi) 

Lazzi is the comic 

business of a 

character, similar to a 

habit the character 

has. In Punch’s case 

he is always 

complaining about 

work and always 

making fun and 

insulting people. In 

commedia Lazzi is 

used as part of the 

characters. It was 

something people 

could look forward to 

seeing the character 

do. In Punch’s case 

the audience would 

often know that he 

whines about 

everything and insults 

people and they want 

to see that happen 

again and again 

because Lazzi is 

generally very funny. 

 

 

I show my Lazzi of complaining when I first 

enter. I just went on and on about how 

much I hated Pantalone and then insulted 

him (when Pantalone was offstage) about 

being old, wrinkly, lazy and worthless. But 

as soon as he entered I would ‘kiss’ up to 

him so I wouldn’t get in trouble. 

 


