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Supporting Evidence - Student 3 – Commedia Dell’arte 

Statement of Intention: 

Role: :  Pulcinella/Punch 

 

 

Time:            Daytime 

 

  

Place:  starts at Pantalone’s 

house, Dottore’s house, market, 

date somewhere non-specific in 

market 

 

Situation (underhand plot) 

 Pantalone wants a date with Isabella and Punch is used to organise the date. Dottore is, at the same time, 

getting a date with Isabella.  Scenario ends with Pantalone dressed as Falvio to try to get Isabella’s attention,  

and Columbina as Isabella so that masters think she would date them.  so no one ends up getting the actual 

date. Punch uses underhand plotting when he find out that Dottore is going on a date with Falavio. So to get 

his way he tells Pantalone about the date and tells him that he can dress up as Falavio because Punch doesn’t 

want to get beaten. This shows Punch wants everything for himself and that he is obsessed with women. This 

is a traditional commedia plotline about money, greed and lust. 

 Action: Sent to get roses for date 

 Meet Columbina and find out about Dottore wanting a date with Isabella 

 Get called in to fight Dottore for the date after Pantalone calls a duel 

Feature used: Complex performance skill  

 Punch uses underhand plotting when he 

find out that Dottore is going on a date with 

Falavio. So to get his way he tells 

Pantalone about the date and tells him that 

he can dress up as Falavio because Punch 

doesn’t want to get beaten. 

 

Body appropriate to 

character: 

 

Punch has a hunch from all the beatings he 

gets from characters with higher status. 

He uses his hump to get sympathy from 

people (the audience) when they don’t give 

him money 

I was hunched over with a large hump on 

my back. This is my stock character 

gesture. 

 

 

Voice appropriate to 

character: 

 

 

I use a whiny high pitched voice as he is 

always complaining about doing things for 

people.  

 

Student 3: Low Merit 



Establishment of 

status: 

When commedia 

originated there were 

three different 

statuses, low class, 

working class and 

high class. Punch 

would be of low class 

or working class so 

he would have to 

obey high class 

characters like 

Dottore and 

Pantalone. 

 

When Pantalone asks me to get chocolate 

for his date with Isabella I obey him saying 

‘yes master’. This is appropriate as Punch 

is a low status character or a servant. 

 

Distinctive 

personality/intention 

of character: 

 

The character of Punch wants to ‘suck up’ 

to the master and make himself seem less 

worthless by getting people to do his work 

for him, but taking the recognition for it. 

I change my personality from mad to sad. 

For example, when I was getting mad at the 

audience for not caring that Pantalone 

made me work for him, then I turned sad 

without warning because they were 

laughing at me as I wanted to get their 

sympathy. 

 

Comic business I did two lazzi in my four person scene. One 

of them was when I was interacting with the 

audience. I was getting very mad at them 

so I spat at them. I got no reaction so I spat 

again. This action creates a grotesque and 

humourous mood. I did these lazzi to gain 

attention and make the audience laugh. In 

Commedia it was performed in a market 

place where people are always moving, so 

lazzis attract people’s attention. 

 

Entrances and Exits On my first entrance Pantalone calls me on 

and I came on wearily making a grunting 

noise. I then show my mask to the audience 

and move like I am checking to see why 

Pantalone wants me. I then show my whole 

body so they can see the physicality of my 

character. 

I enter like this as I am a skiving old man, 

mumbling under my breath as I am grumpy 

and not wanting to follow the master’s 

 


