
 

 
Direct a scene for drama performance 
 
 

Student Evidence (abridged for the purpose of the exemplar)  
Analysis  

Act 2 Scene 5 from Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare. 
 

In this scene I love the contrast between Juliet and the Nurse (verse and prose). The Nurse has a real scope for a large 
amount of theatricality which is then contrasted cleverly with Juliet’s genuine despair. I think this is a scene which sort of laughs 
at love which is such a contrast to the rest of the play. From the moment the play starts it is dealing with themes such as 
death/murder and love. From then on it is a roller coaster of intense emotion as things get progressively worse for the doomed 

couple. I love how this scene is light and almost makes fun of Juliet’s obsession with Romeo. (1) Some say that Romeo and 
Juliet take their love too seriously, killing yourself at the age of fourteen over a boy you have know for a couple of days seems 
a tad irrational. So I think Shakespeare put in this scene to make it look as though it’s not being taken so serious.  
Juliet goes from a state of anxiety to one of elation. 

 
Concept  

I want to send the message to the high school student audience not to take the ‘relationship thing’ too seriously. I think this 

scene is meant to be a moment of comic relief. (1)  I want there to be a contrast between Juliet’s focus and the Nurses. Juliet 

only wants the news from the Nurse, and in contrast I want the Nurse’s focus to be all over the place. (4) I want the action for 
the scene to be heightened. The trick is going to be making sure that the audience knows that the Nurse isn’t actually sick, that 
she’s just trying to irritate Juliet. If the audience doesn’t get that, most of the comedy will be lost. 

 
Process  

I like the idea of the Nurse to be played by a boy as this will add humour. (2) One male student auditioning has a feminine 
quality and can put on a fake woman’s voice. Both female students who auditioned for Juliet capture Juliet’s innocence 
although one student who I have decided to cast has more experience with Shakespeare which is quite important. 

 
Rehearsal Schedule included in portfolio which details dates, deadlines and objectives.   (3) 

 
 

Directing notes: 



 
 
 
The nurse will avoid eye contact with Juliet so she doesn’t have to tell her the news straight away. This will link the comedy of 
the scene. (4) Juliet is young so I want her to be young and spritely compared with the Nurse who is slow and arduous (when 
she is pretending to be sick). 
 
Rehearsal process:  

 We cleared up any lines that did not make sense and I told them to learn lines by Monday. We edited lines that 
were not necessary or were hard to understand by the target audience. 

 We will have a chair and side table with a footstool and glass and drink. 
 The Nurse will wear a big skirt and white blouse. We will stuff his top with fake breasts to add to the humour and put full 

makeup on him. (2)


 This week my goal was to make sure the actors know every line they are speaking as well as their through line, 
intention an objective within the scene (and the whole play). 

 Today we finalised the blocking and did some drama games and exercises to make the movement more spontaneous. 
 I have had a breakthrough with the lighting problem. We will perform it outside. This is also the way it was 

performed back in Shakespeare’s time at the Globe theatre. That also gives me the idea to have the audience 
sitting in a semi circle around the stage. 

 I am still trying to get the actors to play up the contrast between the two characters. 
 
Blocking diagram: Details all blocking for each unit of action in the scene. 
 


