
 

 
Direct a scene for drama performance 
 
 

Student Evidence (abridged for the purpose of the exemplar)  
Analysis  

An excerpt from Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller 
 

The play is based on people who fall foul of capitalism and when people don’t achieve the American dream.  (1) 
This is what happened to Wills even though he still believes in the system that discards him. Because of this he 
starts to go crazy, frequently hallucinating. He also has incredibly high expectations on Biff. However, Biff only 
wants to live in a rural area and open a ranch. Biff is finally venting his frustration at Willy and telling him to stop 
having such high expectations of him. 

 
Concept  

My concept is to show Biff finally confronting Willy over how much Will’s expectations have affected him. However, 
Wills still doesn’t understand this and has been going slowly crazy throughout the play. Because of this he does 
not fully understand Biff. Biff is getting increasingly angry. This is a realism play in the 1940’s.  
I will communicate this through lighting which will be a single harsh light shining on the stage. I will use space by 
having Will stand slightly CSL rather than CS with his body half in and half out of the light. This shows he is bordering 
on the edge of insanity. At times I will have him standing away from Biff to show that he is becoming distant from 

reality. (2) 
 
Process  

Set and costume:  
I will have a table in the middle of the stage and two chairs. My actors will be dressed in 1940’s costume. Willy will be 
in a grey suit and wear glasses, to show he is older and show his role as a salesman. Biff will wear an old jacket from 
his high school and he will wear an old jacket from his high school to show he doesn’t care about looking formal and 

to show that he doesn’t belong in the city but rather a rural existence.  (3) 
 

Casting:  
The student I have cast as the role of Willy is good at portraying heads of families and good at learning lines, and 
from past experience I can tell he can be relied on. Biff will be played by a student that is good at playing an internal 
laid back person, and he knows the lines and can be relied upon to pull through. 



 
 
 
 
Blocking and Character development:  
To show Willy’s fall into insanity I will have him say his lines without looking into Biff’s eyes, as if he is trying to keep 
away from the truth. At points I also have him standing away from Biff to show that he is becoming distant from 
reality. Biff is trying to bring home to Willy the truth about his life. He stands centre stage showing that he has become 
a dominant figure in the face of his father’s fall from grace. 


