
 

 
Direct a scene for drama performance 

 
  Student Evidence (abridged for the purpose of the exemplar) 

Analysis  An excerpt from Twelfth Night by William Shakespeare 

  The scene I am directing is where the characters Sir Toby, Maria, Sir Andrew are introduced to the audience for 
  first time. Hence this is the point where characters are automatically judged by what they wear, say and produce by 
  body language. When Toby walks in we see how drunk he is, unbalanced and a little crazy, and we understand the 
  role of Maria in the house. She looks after Toby and assists him. Later in the scene he is very clumsy and his   
  drunken attitude does not refrain him from telling Sir Andrew to have a sexy flirt with Maria. A false romance gives a 
  humorous view for the audience and Sir Andrew is left offended. 
       

Concept  As the characters Sir Toby Belch and Sir Andrew Aguecheek are drunk nightly, I wanted to really play with their 
  intoxicated state, perhaps by Sir Toby falling all over the place, embarrassing himself being loud and obnoxious. As 
  well Sir Andrew who makes a fool of himself by his lack of understanding of the definition for the word ‘accost’ so I 
  want to play with the characters understanding and show how foolish he is. I would like to aim my play at the 
  students of the school who would perhaps understand physically what is happening and find it funny.  (1) I want to 
  communicate the effect of being drunk and how it changes you into a foolish matter, but also without being overly 
  drunk how Sir Andrew can be a fool naturally. I want to communicate strongly the relationships between Maria, Sir 
  Toby and Sir Andrew and to see if the audience can suspect the artificial friendship between Sir Andrew and Sir 
  Toby. 
          

Process          

  Casting and auditioning: 
  The student auditioning for Sir Toby waddled to show she was obese and drunk and placed her hand repetitively on 
  her stomach as whe was burping all the time. The others student auditioning for the part of Maria is strong and acts 

  like a ‘mother’ to a few of us and is responsible . I think her acting is mature and she will suit the part.   (2)  

  Costume: 
  I am trying to add a modern twist and I will dress Sir Toby in a typical kiwi ‘bloke’ costume. A singlet and track  

  pants.   (3) 

          



 
Character development:  

 Today before rehearsal we worked on the lines between Maria and Toby and Andrew. I got them to say 
the line in modern form, this made them make sure they understood what they were really saying and also 
it helped communicate our modern touch into the scene/play. 

 I want Maria to act a lovingly maid towards Sir Toby yet strict and against his drunken outings. To show 
this she needs to be strong in her space and when mad, show it in her face by looking stern. 

 Today we did some exercises/games that helped us bond together and I think this helps us to be more 
confident around each other and create ideas together. (2) 

 


