
Pig farming  

 

One hundred million pigs in the US are slaughtered every year. If one hundred million 
pigs are killed just in the US each year then imagine how many are slaughtered in 
the world? Pigs are slaughtered every single day. They are usually slaughtered after 
4-7 months. Pigs intended for pork are usually slaughtered 1-2 months younger than 
pigs for bacon.  As a vegetarian I believe that killing pigs is wrong, but there is an 
even worse injustice happening to pigs and that is the way they are raised before 
they are slaughtered, this in itself is barbaric.  
I found they spend their lives in cramped metal pens inside filthy, disgusting sheds. 
They are given almost no room to move and they are deprived of everything that is 
natural to them. Some pens in New Zealand are only 60cm wide and 2m long and 
the pigs can’t turn around. Their living conditions are horrible; imagine sleeping in 
your own urine and feces.  I found out that pigs don't have the lives you think they do. 
They don't get to roll in the mud as we imagine they do from childhood stories. There 
is no freedom or joy for farmed pigs. It is misery from the day they are born to the day 
they die. They won't ever get to step outdoors or breathe fresh air until the day they 
are loaded onto trucks bound for their slaughter.  No one would like to have this 
happen to them. Pigs feel pain just like humans do. I don't see how a human could 
treat an animal in such a horrible way. It is disgusting, revolting and so cruel. 

If you really wanted to help you could help farmed pigs by joining www.lovepigs.org 
to help change the law.  You could even take a petition or write a letter to your local 
MP or the government yourself. We also have the choice to think about what we buy.  
To choose free range pigs who have had a life free of cruelty, who have be humanely 
killed, is better than to buy ham, bacon or pork, where the pigs have been farmed in 
barbaric conditions.  If everyone in NZ did this there would be no market for farmed 
pigs and farmers would be forced to change this practice. As people who buy and eat 
meat, we should be responsible to read the packaging.  If it doesn’t say the pigs are 
free range, then you know the truth! 
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Student 2: High Merit 

http://www.lovepigs.org/
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