
In the texts I have studied in class all share a theme that teenagers can make wrong choices 
that can have negative consequences. 

In the short stories, “The Last Spin" and "On the Sidewalk Bleeding" they are about 
teenagers who are involved with gangs and this decision has bad consequences. In "On the 
Sidewalk Bleeding" the main character Andy is at a 'jump" a kind of dance where he steps 
outside to buy cigarettes. He ends up getting stabbed because he is wearing his Royal's 
gang jacket by a rival gang member from the Guardians .In “The last  Spin” two characters, 
Tigo and Danny, are each members of rival gangs. They have to face each other in Russian 
Roulette because they are chosen to settle a rival gang dispute. They become friends 
through this process but Danny still ends up getting shot. These teenagers made the wrong 
decision to join gangs. It is because of their gang membership that they end up getting killed. 
The sad thing is that Andy realised that he didn't need the gang because he had a future 
with Laura when it was too late. Tigo and Danny realised they were much better friends with 
each other than with anyone in their gangs, but they stopped the game too late. Their wrong 
choices had negative consequences which were to lose their lives (1). 

In the film, "The dangerous lives of Altar Boys" the two main characters Francis Doyle 
and Tim Sullivan get up to a lot of mischief together like playing pranks on the teachers such 
as stealing the school's statue of St Agatha and keeping it in their clubhouse. In the end of 
the film the two boys and their friends decide to catch a cougar and put it inside the school 
that they attend. It all goes terribly wrong and Tim end up getting mauled to death by the 
cougar. This is an example of how teenagers decisions can have negative consequences. 
This is the same as what happened to Romeo and Juliet who are teenagers who made a 
decision that had negative consequences. They thought it would be okay to get married and 
then their parents would come round to accepting it. Just like the boys, they didn't think it all 
through long term. 

In conclusion the four texts all have a connection that show the decisions teenagers make 
can sometimes have negative consequences. Teenagers sometimes think they know what's 
right for them, and rely only on themselves (Romeo and Juliet) or their friends (Altar Boys) or 
their gangs (The Last Spin and On the Sidewalk Bleeding) when they might need guidance 
or to listen to advice from older people. 
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