
Forbidden Love 

Forbidden love is a theme that is explored in many films and texts today such as The 
Notebook, Titanic, The boy in striped pyjamas and Romeo and Juliet. 

The Boy in Striped Pyjamas is about the loving friendship between two young boys, Bruno 
and Shmuel. Bruno is the son of a German Soldier and Shmuel is a young Jewish boy who 
has been forced to live in a concentration camp. The two boy's meet at the fence between 
the concentration camp and Bruno's new home. They are not aware that their friendship is 
forbidden (1). It is forbidden because Bruno's father is a Nazi and Jews were their enemies. 
Bruno says to Shmuel, "We're not supposed to be friends, you and me. We're meant to be 
enemies, Did you know that?" Discovering this fact did not stop them from being friends (2). 

The Titanic is another famous story of forbidden love. The love of Jack and Rose is 
forbidden because Rose already has a fiancé. Their love is forbidden by Rose's mother who 
sees Jack as a threat to Rose's upcoming wealthy marriage. She forbids them from seeing 
each other due to his lack in wealth, "You are not to see that boy again, do you understand 
me Rose? I forbid it". Just like Bruno and Shmuel who go behind Bruno's father, Jack and 
Rose go behind Rose's mother (3). 

The notebook is also about forbidden love for the same reason. Noah and Allie fall in love. 
They are the happiest couple in the world, but Allies rich parents don't approve of Noah 
because he is not from the right family and he isn't rich just like Rose and Jack. Her father 
tells her, "He's not suitable for you baby". Romeo and Juliet are two young teens, who meet 
and fall in love. Romeo and Juliet are from two families who are great enemies and marriage 
between the two of them is forbidden. They go behind their families backs and marry in 
secret. Romeo is not afraid to be caught, he says to Juliet. "My life were better ended by 
their hate" Juliet takes a potion to look as though she is dead so that she can run away with 
Romeo, but it doesn't work out and they both die in the end. Although Allie and Noah are 
separated their forbidden love doesn't stop just as Romeo and Juliet's forbidden love doesn't 
stop. These are examples of what happens when you try to forbid love between two people 
who are truly in love (4). 

In conclusion, in all these example of love being forbidden, love always wins in the end. It's 
no use, if it's true love, forbidding it won't stop it. True love is strong enough to rule over any 
obstacles that stand in its way. It's a common theme in movies and books these day's, and 
also appears in every day life, whether your parents don't approve of your bad boyfriend, or 
it's your culture that is stopping you from being together. 
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