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Summer holidays are a time of relaxing, sunbathing and most importantly, family. The 
Badness within Him by Susan Hill is a story with an unexpected twist which comes as a 
shock and also as sorrow. Col is a young boy who is part of a typical family living in London 
England. 

A setting that I thought was very effective was Col's seat on the cliff. It represented a place 
that was special and important to Col as he could be alone and think to himself with no 
interruptions. Although this place brought with it a whole new danger to Col, he could see 
everything. That included his father in the ocean, drowning. But I felt that this event made the 
seat even more important because it eventually helps make Col understand that even if you 
watch something happen and do nothing it doesn't make you responsible.  

In many families you will have the brother and sister feud. For Col and Jess it was just like 
that, their relationship was extremely negative, but that is what made it so strong. They would 
argue and fight but the reason they did this was because they were bored with life and 
everything being the same. The testing of their relationship is what made Col who he is now; 
he is a strong boy who isn't afraid of making his own decisions. Like when he looked at the 
cliff he automatically became determined to make it to the seat at the top. So this intense 
relationship between brother and sister makes them who they are. For Col it was a good 
thing as it made him strong and helped him to grow up and realise he is not to blame for his 
father’s death.  This kind of relationship can make other people who they are too, although 
they might not always see it at the time.  

Winey and babyish are the two traits which Col's sister Jess has mastered perfectly. I did not 
like Jess as a character because she does not act her age and will do anything to gain an 
adults attention which is one thing that I find very childish. Being 14 and building sandcastles 
with moats is not the way to prepare yourself for becoming an adult. Jess is a person who 
needs to understand the mature way to act when growing up which is why I do not like her as 
a character. She is different to Col in this way. 

The Badness within Him is a story for someone who likes a dramatic tale with a forever 
changing plot. It doesn't stand out as a brilliant story to read but I would certainly recommend 
it for someone to read on a rainy day. 


