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Achievement Standard 90854 

Form personal responses to independently read texts, supported by 
evidence 

 
An annotated exemplar is an extract of student evidence, with a commentary, to explain 
key aspects of the standard. It assists teachers to make assessment judgements at the 
grade boundaries. 
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 Grade Boundary: Low Excellence 

1. For Excellence, the student needs to form perceptive personal responses to 
independently read texts, supported by evidence. 

This involves demonstrating personal understandings of, engagement with, and/or 
expressing viewpoints on texts which show some insight in thought or reflection. 
This may also include responding to links between texts and self, and texts and 
world. 
 
This student has independently selected and read the short story Raymond’s Run 
by Toni Cade Bambara as one of the six texts required. The student forms a 
perceptive personal response to the character development of Hazel (1), the 
narrator in the story. The student reflects, with some insight, on the impact and 
relevance of the story itself and the way it is has been told. 
 
The student shows convincing understanding of Hazel’s personal likes and 
dislikes (2). The understanding becomes more meaningful and perceptive after 
Hazel ‘steps out of her own mind’ (3), causing the student to reflect on her own 
‘self absorbed’ nature when she too has learned to ‘take a step out of my own 
head’ (4). The student recognises that this learning can relate to ‘many situations’ 
(6). 
 
For a more secure Excellence, the student could, for example, provide examples 
and further reflect on ‘the way the story is told through Hazel’s eyes it makes for a 
closer connection to her character’ (5), discuss the significance of the title 
(Raymond’s Run), and expand on the ‘many situations’ (6). 
 

 
 

 

  



Exemplar for internal assessment resource English for Achievement Standard 90854 

© NZQA 2017  

 

Title: Raymond’s Run 
Text type: short story 
Author: Toni Cade Bambara 
 
Raymond’s Run is a short story about a young girl named Hazel Elizabeth Deborah Parker 
and her brother Raymond. She is six years old and takes running very seriously. She is 
prided on being the fastest runner and is very confident about every race she does. As 
worded in the story "Raymond is not quite right" meaning he suffers from some sort of 
disorder. Hazel is very quick off the bat to describe her family, her street and her life. One 
thing she goes into much detail about is her family and their jobs around the house. Her mum 
does the housework, her brother run errands and her father does every bit in between. She 
does admit in description of her families jobs that she does not do much other than look after 
Raymond.  
This story is built around strong character development, although this is a short story Hazel 
grows and develops a lot from beginning to end. In the beginning Hazel talks about girls that 
pick on her and her brother, “smart mouths”, causing her to form a strong dislike to them. 
This is relatable in itself as I am very quick to form my own opinions about someone without 
properly getting to know them, which Hazel does in the beginning. You can see she has very 
strong opinions especially towards the maypole dance which is done at the fair along with the 
running race. Her mum really would like her to do the maypole dance and get dressed up, 
but Hazel has a very strong will against this. She refers to it as a rich girl activity and does 
not in any way want it to interfere with her running. I think this also relates strongly to me as 
my mum really wanted me to do ballet when I was younger but I always associated with "girly 
girls" and I wanted to steer clear of that image. Much like Hazel not wanting it to interfere 
with her running, when she says “I do not dance on my toes. I run. That is what I am all 
about”. I did not want it take over my swimming as that was a very important to me.  
 
This story is also more relatable to me on a more personal level as my sister has some 
struggles of her own and I have been put in situations where I have had to grow up and help 
out more towards her. When Hazel makes it to her running race she takes Raymond to the 
stands so he is out of her way to race. When the race is over she notices before anything 
else that Raymond is running towards her. In this moment she steps out of her own mind and 
notices that Raymond actually also has a talent for running. She make links in her mind 
about how Raymond has always kept up with her, learnt her breathing exercises and is 
constantly training with her. She then doesn't care about what place she has come but she 
wants to train Raymond to take the same opportunities she has and run with them. She is 
jumping up and down up not because she has won but because she has new plans not for 
herself but for Raymond because “I’ve got a roomful of ribbons and medals and awards. But 
what has Raymond got to call his own?” .This makes connections with me as my younger 
sister has made many milestones, much the same as mine but I was too young and self 
absorbed to realize how much more of my support would have helped. But as I aged much 
like her character development through the story, I take a step out of my own head. Making 
me help out more and more so she can reach the goals she wants to achieve. 
 
I think the way this story is told through Hazel’s eyes it makes for a closer connection to her 
character. This story is written where it can be linked in to many more situations. This story 
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grows with you as you read and makes you form your own opinions to your own aspect in 
life. Overall I really enjoyed this story as it took me out of my own head and made me think 
more positively. It was also very interesting to see the similarities Hazel and I both shared at 
the same age.  
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 Grade Boundary: High Merit 

2. For Merit, the student needs to form convincing personal responses to 
independently read texts, supported by evidence. 
 
This involves demonstrating personal understandings of, engagement with, and/or 
expressing viewpoints on texts which are generally meaningful. This may also 
include responding to links between texts and self, and texts and world. 
 
This student has independently selected and read the short story The Badness 
Within Him by Susan Hill as one of the six texts required. The student forms a 
convincing personal response, supported by details from the text, by 
demonstrating a meaningful personal engagement with the main character’s 
growing understanding and maturity. 
 
The student understands the link between ‘the seat at the top of the cliff’ and Col’s 
coming to terms with his father’s death (1). The student recognises the importance 
of Col’s relationship with Jess, demonstrating a good understanding of the 
significance of relationships in general (2). The student’s convincing irritation with 
Jess shows his engagement and understanding of the differences between the 
two characters (3). 
 
To reach Excellence, the student could, for example, provide further insight and 
understanding of ‘this event made the seat even more important’ (1) and the 
relationship with his sister which ‘helped him ... realise he is not to blame for his 
father’s death’ (2). Further explanation of the student’s understanding of the 
significance of the difference between the two children (3) could also be provided. 
 

 
.  
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Title: The Badness within him 
Text type: short story 
Author: Susan Hill  

Summer holidays are a time of relaxing, sunbathing and most importantly, family. The 
Badness within Him by Susan Hill is a story with an unexpected twist which comes as a 
shock and also as sorrow. Col is a young boy who is part of a typical family living in London 
England. 

A setting that I thought was very effective was Col's seat on the cliff. It represented a place 
that was special and important to Col as he could be alone and think to himself with no 
interruptions. Although this place brought with it a whole new danger to Col, he could see 
everything. That included his father in the ocean, drowning. But I felt that this event made the 
seat even more important because it eventually helps make Col understand that even if you 
watch something happen and do nothing it doesn't make you responsible.  

In many families you will have the brother and sister feud. For Col and Jess it was just like 
that, their relationship was extremely negative, but that is what made it so strong. They would 
argue and fight but the reason they did this was because they were bored with life and 
everything being the same. The testing of their relationship is what made Col who he is now; 
he is a strong boy who isn't afraid of making his own decisions. Like when he looked at the 
cliff he automatically became determined to make it to the seat at the top. So this intense 
relationship between brother and sister makes them who they are. For Col it was a good 
thing as it made him strong and helped him to grow up and realise he is not to blame for his 
father’s death.  This kind of relationship can make other people who they are too, although 
they might not always see it at the time.  

Winey and babyish are the two traits which Col's sister Jess has mastered perfectly. I did not 
like Jess as a character because she does not act her age and will do anything to gain an 
adults attention which is one thing that I find very childish. Being 14 and building sandcastles 
with moats is not the way to prepare yourself for becoming an adult. Jess is a person who 
needs to understand the mature way to act when growing up which is why I do not like her as 
a character. She is different to Col in this way. 

The Badness within Him is a story for someone who likes a dramatic tale with a forever 
changing plot. It doesn't stand out as a brilliant story to read but I would certainly recommend 
it for someone to read on a rainy day. 
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 Grade Boundary: Low Merit 

3. For Merit, the student needs to form convincing personal responses to 
independently read texts, supported by evidence. 
 
This involves demonstrating personal understandings of, engagement with, and/or 
expressing viewpoints on texts which are generally meaningful. This may also 
include responding to links between texts and self, and texts and world. 
 
This student has independently selected and read the novel Twilight by Stephanie 
Myers as one of the six texts required. The student forms a generally convincing 
personal response, supported by specific details from the text, by demonstrating a 
personal engagement with one of the characters in the novel, Bella. 
 
The student relates particularly to ideas of alienation, seeing similarities with 
Bella’s predicament and the way she herself has felt in the past (1), and to the 
conflicts involved in the making of choices, which the student sees as something 
that most teenagers can identify with (4). The student expresses a generally 
meaningful viewpoint about how love alters thinking, supported by evidence of 
Bella’s confusion. 
 
For a more secure Merit, the student could respond further to the statements 
about ‘desire and temptation’ (2) and the choices the Cullens have to make about 
the conflict between their ‘nature’ and ‘normal lives’ (3). Further response, 
supported by specific details, could be made about the flaws this student sees in 
the text (5). 
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Title: Twilight  
Text type: extended written text  
Author: Stephanie Myers  
 
Twilight is the first book to four book series. This book is the start to the love triangle which is 
Bella Swan, Edward Cullen and Jacob Black. This book follows from the perspective of Bella 
and how she sees the world. Bella is a very shy and awkward girl who at all cost will try avoid 
social interaction. In this book you learn Edward is a vampire which puts Bella in danger as 
she is of great interest to him.  
 
Throughout this book there is an entire theme of alienation. This is where I related most to  
Bella as when her parents divorced, she found herself not to be fitting in anywhere and 
closed herself off to the world. I know this feeling as when my parents divorced, I felt as 
though I needed to hide myself away to gain understanding of the situation much like her. I 
think this is also a common thought process for many young teenagers as not knowing how 
to cope with emotions can lead to closing yourself off. I think this book is eye opening in the 
sense that it shows reality to how teenagers emotions can be swindled and twisted to a 
book's point of view for entertainment.  
 
Bella's alienation is only very minor compared to the Cullens. Edwards whole family are 
vampires and are much of a risk to the world. This is because the only way to survive is on 
their prey which is surrounding them in day to day life. This also brings up a theme of desire 
which is very common throughout the book. This is seen with Edward's willingness to bite 
Bella's neck but will resist all desire and temptation. This book also deals with important 
choices that affect the outcome of each individual situation. This can be seen in the way the 
Cullens deny their way of life and own nature to be more morally correct and live the most 
normal of lives in the given situation.  
 
There is a lot of conflict that goes on throughout the book which I feel is very accurate to 
teenage lives. I feel that is relatable as this is an age where you can begin to make choices 
on your own without influence. This is shown through the topic of love and the tough choices 
she has to make surrounding Edward and Jacob. There are many issues that go on 
throughout the book that cause her to be caught up in not being able to make a choice 
regarding her feelings. I think by Bella being foggy on her own thoughts is accurate to many 
people and how easily it is to be blinded by love.  
 
Overall I have a strong dislike to the views of this book and how Bella is shaped out. I think 
the book makes accurate points but still has many flaws to the sense of how everything is 
revolved around love. This book puts light to the fact that Bella although seen as very 
stubborn she subconsciously is always putting herself behind for others.  
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 Grade Boundary: High Achieved 

4. For Achieved, the student needs to form personal responses to independently 
read texts, supported by evidence. 
 
This involves demonstrating personal understandings of, engagement with, and/or 
expressing viewpoints on texts. This may also include responding to links between 
texts and self, and texts and world. 
 
This student has independently selected and watched the film The Maze Runner 
directed by Wes Ball as one of the six texts required. The response demonstrates 
a personal engagement, understanding and admiration for the character Thomas.  
 
The student makes links between the idea of bravery and an example of 
Thomas’s actions (1). The student engages with ideas about sacrifice, particularly 
for someone so recently met (2), and links this ‘admirable’ quality (5) with 
Mandela’s sacrifice and influence (3). The student expresses amazement that 
someone who is basically ‘ordinary’ behaves so heroically (4). 
 
To reach Merit, the student could demonstrate a more meaningful response to the 
concepts of courage and heroism, supporting the positive responses and 
descriptors (‘inspired’, ‘influenced’, ‘amazing’, ‘admirable’) with more specific 
examples and references from the film. 
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Title: The Maze Runner  
Text type: film  
Author: Wes Ball  
 
The Maze Runner is about a boy named Thomas who wakes up in a massive field named 
the Glade, surrounded by a maze that nobody has escaped. Thomas then runs into the maze 
to save a life, and makes a discovery that changes the fate of everybody.  
 
I was inspired by Thomas' courage and bravery, which influenced everybody else to realize 
what they must sacrifice in order to escape the maze that constantly changes. Thomas 
helped them realize that in order to conquer the maze they must work together and sacrifice 
themselves for the others. How he made them realize this is the incident where the maze 
was closing, and Alby - the very first person to appear in the Glade - was wounded and 
unconscious. Thomas ran into the maze to save him, and the maze closed in on him. I 
couldn't believe Thomas had sacrificed himself for someone he only met not so long ago. 
This reminded me of the time Nelson Mandela was imprisoned for standing up for his people, 
it reminded me of the sacrifice of his life for the freedom of others. His sacrifice inspired and 
influenced others to follow in his steps like Thomas did. 
 
He spent the night, ever so heroically, battling all the engineered predators that were placed 
into the maze, all whilst trying to protect an unconscious Alby. Sometimes Thomas was just 
like an ordinary person like us, playing pranks and that, but then he did something amazing 
when he said he couldn’t leave a friend to die. And that makes him a hero.  Once Thomas 
emerged with Alby the next morning, he was applauded. Because everyone else thought he 
was a hero too.  "I'd rather risk my life out there than spend the rest of it in here" Thomas to 
the other members in the Glade. Thomas' actions were so admirable as not many people 
would even think about sacrificing themselves for strangers they barely know. But Thomas 
did.
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 Grade Boundary: Low Achieved 

5. For Achieved, the student needs to form personal responses to independently 
read texts, supported by evidence. 
 
This involves demonstrating personal understandings of, engagement with, and/or 
expressing viewpoints on texts. This may also include responding to links 
between texts and self, and texts and world. 
 
This student has independently selected and read Roald Dahl’s short story Lamb 
To The Slaughter as one of the six texts required. 
The student has demonstrated sufficient understanding of the complexity of 
human relationships, supported by specific examples from the short story, to meet 
the standard. The student questions the strength of the couple’s relationship (2), 
understands that ‘there is another side to human beings’ (4) and expresses the 
viewpoint that ‘a bad relationship can be fatal’ (5). 
For a more secure Achieved, the student could provide further support and 
explanation for the statements that the story ‘made me appreciate the justice 
system’ (1) and that the story ‘makes me appreciate the country I live in’ (3). 
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Title: Lamb to the Slaughter 
Text type: short story 
Author:  Ronald Dahl 
 
Lamb To The Slaughter made me appreciate the Justice system we have here in New 
Zealand. In some countrys like Saudi Arabia if a woman was raped she would get the death 
penalty. This Short story was set in America around the mid-20th century with Mr and Mrs 
Malone. Mr Malone had told Mrs Malone something terrible and she got her revenge back by 
killing him. She trys to cover it up and call the cops. She makes the officers eat the lamb leg 
to get rid of the evidence.   
The most interesting character was Mary Malone because I felt it was very strange the way 
that she did absolutely everything for her husband. She was asking him if he wanted supper 
and saying “I’ll go get it” whenever he wanted things. This shows me that maybe their 
relationship isn’t very strong.  Here is an example “On the sideboard behind her, two tall 
glassess, water, whisky. Fresh ice cubes in the Thermos bucket". This is clearly 
overexaggerated which shows she puts in a lot of work for when her husband comes back. 
I predicted that Mr Malone was having an affair due to confessing and an obsessive amount 
of drinking. He showed these signs because he was guilty. Dahl also shows the situation is 
very tense as she is trying to do everything for him and trying to get a conversation out of 
him.  
The funniest but weirdest part in the book was when Mrs Malone decided to get rid of the 
murder weapon in the wierdest way possible. She needed away to get rid of the murder 
weapon so she bribed the police officers to eat it. This really makes me appreciate the 
country that I live in as this kind of crazy crimes barely ever happen. 
I think the author is trying to show there is another side to human beings in her case she was 
a nice kind gentle lady but when she finds out about her husband leaving her, she turns into 
this crazy monster that wants to harm him. In the book Dahl shows Mrs Malone immediately 
starts worrying about herself and what just happened, this shows she really had no control of 
what she was going to do. This relates to alot of crimes around the world where the demon 
is brought out of them and they end up harming/killing a victim. I think this really shows how 
a bad relationship can be fatal as this happened in the short story. 
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 Grade Boundary: High Not Achieved 

6. For Achieved, the student needs to form personal responses to independently 
read texts, supported by evidence. 

This involves demonstrating personal understandings of, engagement with, and/or 
expressing viewpoints on texts. This may also include responding to links 
between texts and self, and texts and world. 
 
This student has independently selected and read George Orwell’s novel Animal 
Farm as one of the six texts required. 
 
The student has begun to form a personal response by demonstrating a personal 
engagement with the text. This engagement is identified as a feeling of 
connection with the animals and the situation (1), particularly because of the 
simple language used in telling the story (2). 
 
To reach Achieved, the student could support the personal engagement with 
specific examples, references and/or details from the text itself. Examples could 
be given of the ‘simple language’ (2) used, and of the student’s feelings when 
Napoleon's exploitation of the other animals is described by the author (3). 
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Title: Animal Farm  
Author: George Orwell  
Text type: extended written text  
 

Animal Farm by George Orwell was a highly enjoyable book. The simple language the 
author used throughout the story meant that I was able to focus on the plot instead of being 
drawn into personal drama's between the animals. Because the author did not describe the 
characters in great detail, my imagination was left to roam, and I was able to create an 
image in my head, of the scenario, making me feel closer to the situations that arose during 
the story. Very simple language was used in Animal Farm. The author did not complicate the 
novel by using complex words that are intellectually challenging. Instead, by telling the story 
using basic language, I was able to focus on the plot of the story.  

One of the main issues in the story is the education of the animals. At the start of the story, 
Napoleon (the main character and dictator over the animals) is against this idea. But he soon 
realises he can use this to his advantage and exploits the animal's inherent naivety. The 
incompetence of the animals is reflected on George Orwell's style of writing, and this made 
me feel connected to the characters and the story.  

 


