
In the film "Twilight directed by Kathryn Hardwicke, the character of Edward Cullen 
the vampire, is introduced to us in a scene in a Biology lab. This scene is also where 
the two protagonists meet for the first time. Hardwicke uses this scene to create 
tension between the protagonists to foreshadow the relationship they will have. She 
uses four techniques to show this - gesture, facial expression, sound effects through 
lack of dialogue and a prolonged series of camera shots. 

Hardwicke uses gesture to show tension. The tension is shown in Edward's hands 
as he moves a petri dish towards Bella, slowly and reluctantly, as he leans away from 
her, hand over his nose. This very common reaction to something we feel is 
unpleasant has the effect of showing the tension Edward has (1) regarding Bella, and 
also the disgust he feels (2) towards her. Later in the movie we realise that this scene 
shows his self-control at not attacking Bella. Hardwicke also uses facial expression 
when Bella moves upwind of Edward and in the close up shots of his intense, 
brooding staring (3). These facial expressions reinforce the disgust (4) felt by Edward 
both for Bella and for himself, for his desire for her blood. This disgust also causes 
the viewer to wonder about his strange reaction towards Bella, as well as introducing 
the mystery of the Cullens. Later in the movie we remember this scene as it 
foreshadows Edward's self-control and self-denial (5). 

Another technique used by Hardwicke is sound effects to show the awkwardness 
and tension of the first meeting between Edward and Bella. The sound effects are 
shown through the lack of dialogue, (6) which is emphasized by the talking of the 
teacher in the background. This shows the awkwardness because it is unusual for 
two lab partners to first meet and not say anything. Another effective technique used 
to develop the tension between the two is that of a prolonged series of camera shots 
(7). We see this as a mid shot of Edward and Bella cutting to a close up of Bella's 
shock and bewilderment at Edward's reaction to her, jumping to a close up of 
Edward's face and the disgust and anger he's showing, then jumping to a long shot 
of the teacher to another mid shot of intense unsettling staring. This has many effects 
on the viewer. It shows the awkwardness Bella feels and the anger Edward is 
showing (7). The intense staring hints at the beginning of Edward's infatuation with 
Bella, setting up the plot for the rest of the movie (8). 

In conclusion, Hardwicke uses a combination of gesture, facial expression, sound 
effects, and a prolonged series of different camera shots to portray a mysterious 
character as well as to create a spark between the protagonists. , The director 
created tension and awkwardness which foreshadows the relationship that will be. 
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