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protagonist Daniel in Crash as we presume that he is a gang member because of his physical 
appearance. In addition, the poet highlights the various stereotypes that exist in society which are often 
drawn towards Maori such as coming from an abusive family. Rua asserts, "But a house is not a home, 
And unfortunately I occupy a house" suggesting the stereotype that their home is not a safe place for 
them. “But dad's there..drunk, And Mum's stoned", alluding to Maori parents being associated with 
alcohol and drugs and also commonly stereotyped as uneducated. Very often, this attitude gets passed 
onto younger generations which then affects their education and therefore chances of getting a job in 
the future. The poet challenges the viewers as he mentions "these stains may remain but they never, 
ever, have to" and that "I've noticed that stereotypes, they don't change but people do." He challenges 
the audience by standing up for himself and his culture. Therefore, we shouldn't feel disadvantaged 
because of our ethnicity. We need to remind ourselves that we do not have to stick to social norms and 
let society define us. In my opinion, the way the poet challenges stereotype is similar to the character 
Abeba from Coffee and Allah. She also makes no effort to conform to stereotypes with her strong faith 
in Allah and is reluctant to give up her traditional way of brewing coffee. She is standing up for herself 
and her culture. In addition, Rua includes some Maori language to show that he has not forgotten about 
his own culture and his own language. Similarly, Abeba attempts to use her own language in order to 
communicate with the Samoan barista at the coffee shop. I believe that the difference in culture and 
therefore appearance makes the characters Daniel, Willy and Abeba feel unwelcome in society. 
Although Willy and the persona (Rua) are native individuals in New Zealand in contrast to Abeba who 
is a refugee here, the three of them still struggle to fit in due to being stereotyped.  
Stereotype is also established in the film, Coffee and Allah which features an Ethiopian refugee who 
struggles to 'fit in' with the people in New Zealand. Her struggles are similar to the characters Daniel 
and Willy as she is introduced to the audience with the blue burqa. The blue burqa made her stand out 
and look different thus isolating her from the locals. The audience sees that her blue burqa carries a 
stigma that is generalized as terrorism and violence causing her to struggle to form connections with 
other people. This film further reinforces that society is often quick to judge people based on their 
physical appearance especially by the way they dress and their ethnicity. In addition, Abeba refuses to 
accept a cup of coffee from the Samoan barista at the coffee shop but she accepts the container of food 
from her sister who appeared similar in terms of their clothing. I believe stereotypes are established 
here as this further implies that people often gravitate to people who appear similar to them than those 
who are of different ethnicities and look different. Abeba challenges stereotype by continuing to dress 
the same way which shows that she is proud of her culture and would not change the way she dress 
just because she is in a foreign country. In the coffee house, Abeba positions herself behind the 
magazine to avoid any form of eye contact with other people. This is also similar to the scene in the 
tunnel in Daytrip. As people passed by Willy, there was no eye contact exchanged, let alone initiation of 
any conversations. This reflects the reality of society; those who appear different, especially with 
appearance, are often neglected as society tends to gravitate towards people they identify with. Despite 
coming from a background of different ethnicity, Abeba goes out in search of coffee beans and this 
eventually allows her to create a link with New Zealand where she is later made to feel accepted in 
society and accepts the cup of coffee from the Samoan barista as he makes an effort to interpret her 
message and respects Abeba's decision of not accepting the coffee initially. Thus, this eventually forms 
a connection between them which is similar to how Willy ends up being accepted as they offer him the 
beer.  
In conclusion, Crash, Day Trip, Coffee and Allah, and I am Maori present us with powerful messages 
about stereotypes. The four texts have reminded us that stereotypes exist everywhere, regardless of 
who you are and where you are. By learning to accept others for who they are, focusing less on people's 
physical appearance and getting to know a person before categorising them, our perspective of them 
changes . There are various ways of overcoming stereotypes such as respecting others and having a 
strong moral ethic. They have raised awareness of the stereotypical actions of society towards people 
of different cultures and physical appearances. They are successful in showing how stereotypes exist 
in our society and how the characters challenge these stereotypes. 


