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Exemplar for internal assessment resource Latin for Achievement Standard 90864 

 

 Grade Boundary: Low Excellence 

1. For Excellence, the student needs to demonstrate thorough understanding of studied 
Latin text(s). 

This involves: 

• fully expanding on selected particular points 
• giving evidence using appropriate and unambiguous Latin references/quotations 

from text(s) to support answers 
• providing English explanations for Latin references/quotations. 

The student has fully expanded on selected particular points of characterisation by 
giving examples of Theseus’ bravery (2) (3) (5) and untrustworthiness (8). To support 
answers, evidence using appropriate and unambiguous Latin quotations from the text 
has been given (6) and an English explanation of the Latin has been supplied (7). 

To reach Excellence more securely, the student needs to provide appropriate Latin 
quotations for some of the English explanations (1) (4) (9). 
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Student work 90864 
 
Student 1 
 
From one perspective Theseus was portrayed as a brave, strong and heroic 
character in the stories of Theseus and Ariadne written by Hyginus, Catullus and 
Ovid.  Theseus killed monsters that terrified many people.  He outwitted Procrustes 
“the shortener” who killed people by placing them on a bed and centring them on that 
bed in order to create the perfect fit.  Procrustes would then chop off their head if 
they were too tall, or stretch them to fit the bed if they were too short. As shown in 
Hyginus XXXVIII–“he stretched him until he filled the bed.”(1)  Both of these methods 
resulted in the death of the person on the bed. By tricking and killing Procrustes in 
the same way Theseus shows cunning, bravery and strength. (2) 
 
Theseus also overcame the trickster Sciro who would get travellers to wash his feet 
before kicking the traveller into the sea to be eaten by a turtle, showing his bravery at 
taking on the murderer and his great physical strength. (3) “Theseus threw this man 
into the sea.” (Hyginus XXXVII) (4) 
 

Theseus’ most famous deed was killing the Minotaur, a creature that was half-man, 
half-bull and resided in the Labyrinth on the island of Crete.  Theseus once more 
showed strength and bravery as he slew the Minotaur in the labyrinth. (5) quo 
Theseus cum introisset et minotaurum interfecisset, Ariadnes monitu licium 
revolvendo foras est egressus (HyginusXLII) (6) “When Theseus had entered there 
and slain the Minotaur he made his way outside by unravelling the thread on 
Ariadne’s advice” (7) and saved the children of Crete, from which seven boys and 
seven girls were chosen from and sacrificed to the Minotaur every year. 
 
When you look at the story of Theseus and Ariadne from a different perspective 
Theseus is very untrustworthy.  He promised Ariadne that he would marry her and 
lead her away from Crete.  After he had made the promise and they had sailed away 
they landed on an island for that night.  The next morning when Ariadne woke up, 
Theseus had sailed away abandoning her on a deserted island without marrying her.  
In leaving her alone, stranded and unwed (8) Theseus broke his promise to Ariadne 
showing that he cannot be trusted.  Hyginus XLII states.  “He took her away because 
he had given her a promise that he would marry her.” (9) 
 
 

Student 1: Low Excellence 



Exemplar for internal assessment resource Latin for Achievement Standard 90864 

 Grade Boundary: High Merit 

2. For Merit, the student needs to demonstrate clear understanding of studied Latin 
text(s). 

This involves: 

• expanding on selected particular points 
• communicating points unambiguously in English. 

The student has demonstrated clear understanding of the studied Latin texts by 
expanding on selected particular points of characterisation, providing examples of 
Theseus’ strength and valour (1) (3), his need to be a hero (5) and his 
untrustworthiness (7). 

These points have been communicated unambiguously in English (1) (3) (5) and (7). 

To reach Excellence, the student needs to support the answers by supplying 
unambiguous Latin quotations from the text together with an English explanation. For 
example, the Latin for the English explanations (4) (6) (8) could be included. The 
answer could be further strengthened by describing another exploit on the Isthmus 
Road (2) such as Theseus’ defeat of Sciron. 
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Student work 90864 
 
Student 2 
 
Theseus, prince of Troezen and Athens, was a brave young man.  Because he was 
royalty, naturally it was expected of him to perform “princely” heroic feats and this 
shows in his eagerness to prove himself as strong and valiant: when travelling to 
Athens, rather than taking the safe route by sea, Theseus chose the most dangerous 
path possible (1) the Isthmus Road. (2) The road was famed for its dangers which 
Theseus set out to defeat one by one.  He even killed demigods in a bid to prove his 
valour. (3)  
 
“He killed Procrustes the son of Neptune.” (4) (Hyginus XXXVIII). Procrustes used to 
stretch or cut people down to size to fit his bed. 
 
Furthermore when he arrived at Athens Theseus volunteered to kill the Minotaur. He 
must have been incredibly confident in his abilities.  The fact that he willingly 
volunteered to go to the Minotaur illustrates both his fearlessness and his need to be 
recognised as a hero. (5) “After Theseus had come from Troezen and heard with 
what great trouble the state was affected he promised to go voluntarily to the 
Minotaur.”(6) The Athenians had to send 14 children to Crete each year to be 
sacrificed to the Minotaur, so Theseus rid Athens of a terrible burden when he killed 
the Minotaur. 
 
The Minotaur was half-man, half-beast, the son of Pasiphae, queen of Crete and a 
bull and had been locked in a Labyrinth which Theseus entered and exited with the 
help of Ariadne  
 
However, he proved himself untrustworthy when he neglected to raise white sails on 
his return from Crete. Seeing black sails his father believed him dead and threw 
himself into the sea. (7)  ”He threw himself headlong from the summit of the rocks.” 
(Catullus: 64, 241-248) (8) 
 
 
 

Student 2: High Merit 



Exemplar for internal assessment resource Latin for Achievement Standard 90864 

 Grade Boundary: Low Merit 

3. For Merit, the student needs to demonstrate clear understanding of studied Latin 
text(s). 

This involves:  

• expanding on selected particular points 
• communicating points unambiguously in English. 

The student has demonstrated clear understanding of the studied Latin texts by 
expanding on selected particular points of characterisation by giving examples of 
Theseus’ bravery (1) untrustworthiness (3) and resourcefulness (4). 

These points have been communicated unambiguously in English (1) (3) (4). 

To reach Merit more securely, the student could add more details, for example how 
Theseus killed the monsters (2) and how he and Ariadne came to be on the island of 
Naxos (5). 
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Student work 90864 
 
Student 3 
 
Theseus has many qualities found in Greek heroes, such as bravery and 
resourcefulness.  The first example of Theseus’ bravery in the story is when he turns 
sixteen.  Theseus’ father Aegeus placed a sword and sandals beneath a stone, and 
said that as soon as he could lift up the stone he was to travel from Troezen to 
Athens to learn of his identity. 
 
The safest route for this journey is by sea but Theseus travelled along the Isthmus 
Road to prove his bravery against its many dangers. These dangers included 
Cercyon the wrestler, Procrustes the “shortener” who would either stretch or cut off 
the legs of a guest to make them fit the bed (Hyginus XXXVIII), Sciron who pushed 
people over a cliff and others. (1) Theseus killed them. (2) 
There are episodes that show Theseus’ untrustworthiness.  Ariadne the king’s 
daughter helps him to defeat the Minotaur and he promised to take her away and 
marry her but failed to keep all his promise. (3) 
 
Theseus is resourceful because he used Ariadne to help him defeat the Minotaur by 
showing him how to get out of the Labyrinth by rewinding a ball of thread (4) but he is 
selfish because he abandoned her to die on the island of Naxos. (5) 
 

Student 3: Low Merit 



Exemplar for internal assessment resource Latin for Achievement Standard 90864 

 Grade Boundary: High Achieved 

4. For Achieved, the student needs to demonstrate understanding of studied Latin text(s). 

This involves: 

• using linguistic and cultural knowledge to make meaning of the Latin literary 
text(s) 

• completing, in English, responses arising from the text(s) relating to points such 
as textual features, theme, context, symbolism, characterisation, and language. 

The student has used linguistic and cultural knowledge to make meaning of the Latin 
literary texts (1), and has completed in English responses arising from the text relating 
to characterisation.  

For example, Theseus’ bravery (2) and carelessness (5) are described. 

To reach Merit, the student needs to expand on selected particular points such as why 
the people were potential sacrifices to the Minotaur (3) and exactly what promise 
Theseus made to his father (4). 
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Student work 90864 
 
Student 4 
  
Procrustem Neptuni filium occidit. “He killed Procrustes the son of Neptune.” 
Hunc Theseus in mare deiecit.  “He threw this man (Sciro) into the sea.” (1) 
Theseus can be described as brave and heroic or selfish and careless depending on 
the situation he was put in. For example, his acts of bravery were shown when he 
killed the evil men Procrustes and Sciro. By so doing he saved many people who 
could have been killed by these men and so these were kind and heroic deeds. (2) 
As well as this he is known to have slain the horrible half-man, half-bull called the 
Minotaur.  He bravely volunteered to face him and free people from fear and save the 
life of potential sacrifices. (3) 
 
But he also caused his father’s death because he forgot to keep his promise about 
the sails (4) after he killed the Minotaur so he was careless. (5) 
 

Student 4: High Achieved 



Exemplar for internal assessment resource Latin for Achievement Standard 90864 

 Grade Boundary: Low Achieved 

5. For Achieved, the student needs to demonstrate understanding of studied Latin text(s). 

This involves: 

• using linguistic and cultural knowledge to make meaning of the Latin literary 
text(s) 

• completing, in English, responses arising from the text(s) relating to points such 
as textual features, theme, context, symbolism, characterisation, and language. 

The student has used linguistic and cultural knowledge to make meaning of the Latin 
literary texts (1) and has completed in English responses arising from the text relating 
to characterisation.  

For example, Theseus’ bravery (2) and his untrustworthiness (4) are described. 

To reach Achieved more securely, the student needs to explain why Theseus made a 
promise to take Ariadne away (3) and what he had promised his father (4).  
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Student work 90864 
 
Student 5 
 
Procrustem Neptuni filium occidit – He killed Procrustes the son of Neptune. 
Hunc Theseus in mare deiecit -   Theseus threw this man into the sea. (1) 
Theseus was brave. He purposefully took the path that led him to these two monsters 
and killed them in the same way that they had killed any traveller that was unlucky 
enough to come their way in the past. (2) 
 
He didn’t seem to hold any affection to Ariadne.  He didn’t fall in love with her as she 
had with him.  Her love seemed superficial- love at first sight. And he just sought 
fame and glory. 
 
He kept his promises to some extent. Theseus took Ariadne away (3) because he 
had promised her he would. 
 
He’s not entirely trustworthy. He broke his promises to both Ariadne and his father 
(4).  
 

Student 5: Low Achieved 



Exemplar for internal assessment resource Latin for Achievement Standard 90864 

 Grade Boundary: High Not Achieved 

6. For Achieved, the student needs to demonstrate understanding of studied Latin text(s). 

This involves: 

• using linguistic and cultural knowledge to make meaning of the Latin literary 
text(s) 

• completing, in English, responses arising from the text(s) relating to points such 
as textual features, theme, context, symbolism, characterisation, and language. 

The student has used linguistic and cultural knowledge to make meaning of the Latin 
literary texts (1). 

To reach Achieved, the student would need to provide a response relating to textual 
features, theme, context, symbolism, characterisation or language. 

For example, the student could write about characterisation, giving examples of 
Theseus’ cruelty and untrustworthiness in abandoning Ariadne on Naxos (2), despite 
promising to marry her after she had helped him to kill the Minotaur.    
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Student work 90864 
 
Student 6 
 
Ariadne’s Letter 
 
Dear Theseus, 
This letter is sent to you from the island of Naxos which is where you left me before 
you went back to Athens, even after everything I have done for you.  I helped you 
escape the Labyrinth after you killed the Minotaur, my half-brother, by giving you 
string, torch and a sword to slay him which without my loyal help to you, you wouldn’t 
have made it out alive. (1) “On Ariadne’s advice”.  
 
I called out your name but realised that you had left me here on this island while I 
was sleeping.  I believed that we would be together forever. (2) I’ve given up 
everything for you from betraying my family, by helping you kill my half-brother the 
Minotaur.  Now I may not go back home to Crete and I have no way to get off this 
island I will die here alone.  
 
 

Student 6: High Not Achieved 


