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Exemplar for internal assessment resource Latin for Achievement Standard 90865 

 

 Grade Boundary: Low Excellence 

1. For Excellence, the student needs to present a Roman viewpoint comprehensively. 

This involves: 

• fully expanding on particular selected information, ideas and Latin references 
• giving evidence from previously studied material to support answers 
• providing an English explanation  for all Latin references/quotations 
• giving Latin evidence that is appropriate and unambiguous   
• including mention of Roman artefacts, Latin terms, phrases, quotations, images, 

maps or other material 

The student has fully expanded the information about staging the games by providing 
details of the venue and the programme (2). This supports the idea (1) that the 
Romans were fond of violence. 

The student has fully expanded on the idea that the gladiator was seen as an 
instrument of entertainment (5). Evidence is given from previously studied material 
about the oath that he took, showing his willingness to die (4).  

The idea that some women worshipped gladiators (6) is fully expanded with evidence 
from Latin graffiti and their translations into English (7) (8). The English translation of a 
quotation by a Roman poet further supports the idea that some women adored 
gladiators (9). 

A Latin phrase panem et circenses (3) is used to support the idea that the games were 
used for political purposes. 

For a more secure Excellence, the student could translate the Latin phrase panem et 
circenses (3) and explain that free food and entertainment helped to keep the poor 
from causing trouble. Julius Caesar’s sponsorship of games to gain popularity might 
also be added. 
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Latin 90865 Student Samples 

Student 1 

The Romans were fond of watching people battle each other (1) especially if it involved 
people trying to kill each other. Men, women and children flocked to the Colosseum, Rome’s 
hugest amphitheatre on public holidays to watch bloodthirsty fighters of numerous kinds 
murder one another in a full day’s entertainment. (2) Panem et circenses. Politicians saw 
bread and circuses as a way to keep the people happy. (3)  

To the Romans the gladiator was a symbol of more than skill and courage. The 
sacramentum,(4) the oath he took (to be burned, chained beaten with rods and killed by the 
sword) showed that he was seen as an instrument of their entertainment.(5) The gladiator 
was a hero for some women.(6) Graffiti on the barracks in Pompeii spell it out.    

 Crescens, retiarius est puellarum dominus, puparum nocturnarum dominus et medicus.       
Crescens the netman is master of the girls, lord of the maidens giving them their nightly 
medicine. (7) 

Celadus Thraex est suspirium et decus puellarum. Celadus the Thracian is the girls’ hero 
who makes them all sigh. (8) 

Roman women see gladiators as celebrities no matter what they look like. Sergius is 
described by Juvenal as having ” a scar caused by a helmet, a huge wart on his nose and 
always something nasty dripping from his eyes.” (9) 

 

 

Student 1: Low Excellence 



Exemplar for internal assessment resource Latin for Achievement Standard 90865 

 Grade Boundary: High Merit 

2. For Merit, the student needs to present a Roman viewpoint in depth. 

This involves: 

• expanding on particular selected information, ideas and Latin references 
• communicating the points unambiguously in English. 

The student has expanded unambiguously in English on the sense of excitement felt by 
the Romans at the idea of free games (1), by giving information about the opening 
procession (4).  More information is given about the variety of games and expanded by 
describing the different types (6) (7) (8) (9). 

The idea of entertaining the masses is expanded by quoting and partially explaining 
Juvenal’s phrase panem et circenses. The idea of the Romans’ love of violence is 
expanded by providing some Latin phrases that they used (11). 

Latin references (2) (3) (5) (10) are expanded by giving explanations or translations. 

To reach Excellence, the student needs to give a translation of panem et circenses (5). 
This should be expanded fully by adding that bread (the dole) was also given to the 
poor. The student also needs to describe the armour of the retiarius et secutor (9) and 
give English translations of the terms used by the spectators (11). 
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Student 2 

Seething with excitement the Romans would wait for the opening of the Colosseum. (1) 
Then they would watch an elaborate procession (pompa)(2) led by the sponsor of the games 
(editor). (3) 

There was often music and cheers of praise for the editor and the excitement for what was to 
come for the games were free.(4) Panem et circenses (5) as Juvenal described it, meant 
that the citizens would be entertained and distracted from complaining and rioting. 

The gladiator games had many different features. (6) Often in the morning were venationes 
(7) where beasts were killed by lightly-clad gladiators. About midday were executions of 
criminals. (8)They could be hard to watch as they were intended to show what happened for 
committing crimes. 

The high point of the day was when individual gladiators fought e.g. retiarius et secutor two 
differently armed men. (9) They reputedly said “nos morituri te salutamus” to the editor 
showing they were willing to fight to the death. (10) Often the fight was to the death and the 
Romans loved the violence which was considered normal then. We can tell they loved it 
because of some of the terms the spectators used, for example, verbera, iugula and hoc 
habet.(11) 

 

 

Student 2: High Merit 



Exemplar for internal assessment resource Latin for Achievement Standard 90865 

 Grade Boundary: Low Merit 

3. For Merit, the student needs to present a Roman viewpoint in depth. 

This involves: 

• expanding on particular selected information, ideas and Latin references 
• communicating the points unambiguously in English. 

The student has expanded unambiguously in English the idea that the Romans liked 
variety in the games (1) by giving information about some different types of gladiators. 
This is expanded by providing an English translation of the Latin terms (2) and 
describing generally the armour of the retiarius et secutor (4). The opportunities other 
than watching the show are expanded on (3). 

The idea that not all Romans enjoyed the games is expanded by quoting from Cicero 
(5). 

Latin references are used and expanded by giving the English meaning (2). 

To reach Merit more securely, the student could describe the armour of some of the 
gladiators (2), and the relative advantages and disadvantages that each had.  The 
Latin of the translated quotation from Cicero (6) might also be given. 
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Student 3 

Romans loved the variety of the different types of gladiators (1) and how they were paired 
against different types.  Watching many different types of gladiators fight e.g. bestiarii/beast 
fighters, scissores/carvers, murmillones/fishmen, retiarii/netmen and venatores/hunters (2) 
presented the Romans with many opportunities.  They would go to watch the games 
because it was more fun than a day at home or working, it gave them a chance to socialise 
and they might even have won sums of money by betting on the winning gladiator.(3) One of 
the favourite pairs was retiarius et secutor, a light armed against a heavy armed man. (4) 

However it seems that not all Romans enjoyed the games. (5) Cicero wondered how “a 
civilised man could enjoy seeing a weak man mutilated by a very strong beast or a 
magnificent beast transfixed by a spear.” (6)  He was talking about venationes. 

 

Student 3: Low Merit 



Exemplar for internal assessment resource Latin for Achievement Standard 90865 

 Grade Boundary: High Achieved 

4. For Achieved, the student needs to present a Roman viewpoint. 

This involves: 

• applying linguistic and socio-cultural knowledge to communicate relevant 
information, ideas and Latin references from resources and/or previously 
studied material 

• using oral or written English, which may be supported by other media and 
developed with the use of other material. 

The student has applied linguistic and social knowledge to communicate in written 
English relevant information about differences between gladiators (2). Information is 
also given about the fact that there were fights between different types of animals (5) 
and that there were shopping opportunities at the games (7). 

In addition, ideas about keeping spectators interested (1), excitement (6) and 
sponsoring games for political gain (8) are provided from previously studied material. 
The information (2) is supported by Latin terms for gladiators (3) (4). 

To reach Merit, the student needs to expand on the armour worn by different pairs of 
gladiators (3) (4). An explanation of the term pollice verso (with a thumb turned) should 
be given. Another possibility would be to expand on the example of Julius Caesar’s 
sponsorship of the games (7). 
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Student 4  

The different types of gladiators show us that the Romans liked to pair them up reasonably 
fairly while keeping them different enough to make things interesting.(1)  All the gladiators 
had advantages and disadvantages.(2) For example, the retiarius (3) (netman) could move 
quickly but was vulnerable. The secutor (4) could not move fast because of his armour. 
Sometimes they pitted different animals against each other too, e.g. lion and bull. (5) 

Gladiator fights gave the Romans the chance to get caught up in the excitement, (6) 
especially if they could put their thumbs up or down pollice verso for a losing gladiator.  They 
could buy things from stallholders (7) at the amphitheatre. 

Romans were likely to vote for people who put on shows so if a politician was wealthy 
enough that is what he would do. (8) 

 

 

Student 4: High Achieved 



Exemplar for internal assessment resource Latin for Achievement Standard 90865 

 Grade Boundary: Low Achieved 

5. For Achieved, the student needs to present a Roman viewpoint. 

This involves: 

• applying linguistic and socio-cultural knowledge to communicate relevant 
information, ideas and Latin references from resources and/or previously 
studied material 

• using oral or written English, which may be supported by other media and 
developed with the use of other material. 

The student has applied linguistic and social knowledge to communicate relevant 
information, in written English, from previously studied material about the venue for the 
gladiatorial games (1) and the seating arrangements (2). Information is provided about 
the variety of gladiators (4). Ideas are communicated about social status (3) and 
Romans’ attitudes to the games (7). A Latin reference (6) is used to name the types of 
gladiator. 

To reach Achieved more securely, the student should provide information about the 
secutor (6) and the Latin name bestiarius for the gladiator who fought the wild beasts 
(5). 
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Student 5 

The gladiator fights were much more gruesome than the chariot races.  They took place in 
the Colosseum. There was about seventy-six entrances and four other entrances for 
important people. (1) 

When the audience entered they had to climb to their seats according to gender and class. If 
you had a high social status you would get the best seats but not as good as the Emperor. If 
you had a low social status you would get wooden benches or you might have to stand. (2) 
The Romans believed in separating the classes. (3)  

There were many categories of gladiators who were distinguished by their armour, weapons 
and style of fighting, (4) such as the man who fought wild beasts. (5) The favourite contest 
was between the retiarius et secutor. (6)  The retiarius could move faster than other 
gladiators. He only had a net and trident. Sometimes animals fought each other. Sometimes 
there were sea battles. The Romans loved the variety as well as the violence. (7) 

  

 

Student 5: Low Achieved 



Exemplar for internal assessment resource Latin for Achievement Standard 90865 

 Grade Boundary: High Not Achieved 

6. For Achieved, the student needs to present a Roman viewpoint. 

This involves: 

• applying linguistic and socio-cultural knowledge to communicate relevant 
information, ideas and Latin references from resources and/or previously 
studied material 

• using oral or written English, which may be supported by other media and 
developed with the use of other material  

The student has applied some linguistic and social knowledge to communicate in 
written English relevant information about socialising at the races (1) and their 
attraction for the Romans (4).  

In addition, Ovid’s ideas about meeting the opposite sex (3) and Pliny’s attitude to 
those who attend the races (6) are given from previously studied material. The 
information (1) (4) is supported by English translations of Latin quotations (2) (5). 

To reach Achieved, the student needs to include references in Latin. Supplying the 
Latin (2) (5) or giving Latin terms for some aspects of racing, for example, factiones 
(factions) would fulfil the requirements. 
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Student 6 

Chariot racing was very popular at Rome. The Romans could socialise, more so than 
anywhere else, because it was the one place where both genders could sit together so a lot 
of flirting was bound to happen. (1) Also a lot of gambling, yelling at the horses to win them 
something.  “I am not sitting here because I am keen on horses. I have come to talk with you 
and sit with you.”(2)  This shows that Ovid thought the racecourse was a good place to pick 
up a girl. (3) 

 Pliny is scathing about the Romans who just go to support their team. (4) “Now they support 
the charioteer’s tunic.  They love the tunic.”(5) He thinks it is a waste of time and cannot 
understand why men of standing would go to races. (6) 

Student 6: High Not Achieved 


