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Exemplar for internal assessment resource Latin for Achievement Standard 90866 

 

 Grade Boundary: Low Excellence 

1. For Excellence, the student needs to demonstrate thorough understanding. 

This involves: 

• expanding fully on connections and connecting ideas 
• supporting the answers by using Latin references/quotations from resources 
• providing appropriate and unambiguous Latin evidence 
• providing English explanations for Latin references/quotations. 

The student has demonstrated thorough understanding by expanding fully on the 
connections between Latin references and contemporary uses. The company name 
ASICS has been connected with its purpose, i.e. to promote their product to enable 
people to be healthy (3) (7). Further full expansion has been demonstrated by quoting 
the Latin phrase (1) used by the company to form the acronym ASICS and giving its full 
linguistic background (2).   

A linguistic connection is made by quoting the original Latin phrase mens sana in 
corpore sano (5).  An appropriate and unambiguous English translation is supplied (6) 
and cultural knowledge displayed by giving the source of the quotation, Juvenal (5). An 
observation that Latin can be recognised by all cultures is made (4).  

For a more secure Excellence, the student would need to provide more sustained 
supporting references. For example the student could explain that mens sana in 
corpore sano (5) was used by Juvenal as an answer to what people should desire. 
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Latin 90866 – Student Samples 

Sample 1 - Low Excellence 

While many brand names do openly use Latin terms others are more subtle. Many of us 
know the sports brand ASICS but we don’t know of the Latin that was used to create this. 

The ASICS used a name that sounds sporty itself and is used not only to support this 
purpose but also their beliefs. 

ASICS is an acronym of the Latin phrase Anima Sana in Corpore Sano(1).  Anima,ae f 
means wind, air, life, breath or soul. Corpus, corporis n. means body and sanus-a-um 
meaning sound or healthy. The preposition ‘in’ in Latin can also be translated as ‘in’ in 
English (2). 

This is obviously a very important message the company wishes to convey, that not only do 
they think sports have a positive effect for your body but a healthy mind and soul is just as 
important (3). 

This is a very admirable trait in any company but also helps with international tradings as by 
using Latin it can cross international lines without playing favouritism with any particular 
culture but being recognised by all(4). 

The phrase itself derives from the famous quotation by the Roman poet Juvenal, ‘mens sana 
in corpore sano’ (5) also translated as ‘a healthy mind in a healthy body.’ (6). To use this on 
their name is a clever way for the brand to show us that this athletic shoe should be our own 
desire to help us keep fit and healthy in both mind and body(7). 

 

 

Student 1: Low Excellence 



Exemplar for internal assessment resource Latin for Achievement Standard 90866 

 Grade Boundary: High Merit 

2. For Merit, the student needs to demonstrate clear understanding. 

This involves: 

• expanding on connections and connecting ideas 
• unambiguously communicating these connections and connecting ideas in 

English. 

The student has demonstrated clear understanding by fully expanding on the 
connections and connecting ideas between the goddess Minerva and the Minerva 
Institute. Her name, appearance and symbols (3) have been used in the logo of the 
Institute. There are clear connections between her realms of influence (1) and the work 
of the Minerva Institute (4). 

A further connection with today’s world is added with an interpretation of her symbols 
(5). The connections and connecting ideas of Minerva’s shield defending the 
vulnerable, and the owl symbolising wisdom, are communicated unambiguously (5). 

To reach Excellence, the student needs to support answers with Latin references 
and/or quotations, with an appropriate and unambiguous English translation. For 
example, the Latin quotation from Caesar Gallic Wars (2) could be supplied. 
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Latin 90866 – Student Samples 

Sample 2 - High Merit 

Minerva, goddess of Warcraft, industry, justice, and wisdom (1) was the daughter of Metis 
and Jupiter.  She sprang from Jupiter’s forehead fully formed. In Caesar Gallic Wars Book vi 
it says Minerva handed over the beginning of arts and crafts (2). 

Minerva was often portrayed in armour or with an owl, her symbol. She can be recognised 
by her crested helmet and her shield being the head of Medusa the Gorgon (3).  She was a 
fierce and chaste warrior goddess who could be quick to anger but incongruously could 
display gentleness. 

The Minerva Initiative in the United States has chosen as their logo a representation of 
Minerva with armour, a crested helmet and an owl on her shield.  Minerva embodies a sense 
of protection, fearlessness and a gaining of skill.  The Minerva Institute is run by the U.S. 
Department of Defence and focuses on teaching young cadets. It also continues research 
into cognitive behaviour and the forces that shape society and determine its behaviour.  This 
research is published and used by the US government in its defence policies.  In this way 
the Minerva Institute appeals to the goddess’ righteousness, intelligence and knowledge in 
warfare (4). 

The choice of Minerva as a logo is extraordinarily appropriate and sends a subtle message. 
This message is similar to the message of Jihad (righteous war) because Minerva is holding 
a shield, implying defending the vulnerable, which is decorated with an owl, which implies 
strong intellectual reasoning behind her actions (5). 

 

Student 2: High Merit 



Exemplar for internal assessment resource Latin for Achievement Standard 90866 

 Grade Boundary: Low Merit 

3. For Merit, the student needs to demonstrate clear understanding. 

This involves: 

• expanding on connections and connecting ideas 
• unambiguously communicating these connections and connecting ideas in 

English. 

The student has demonstrated clear understanding by expanding on the connections 
between Neptune, god of the sea (1) (5), and Neptune Surfboards. Neptune’s trident 
tridenti (3) and his name have been used in the logo of Neptune Surfboards (2). The 
idea of Neptune riding over water in his chariot is unambiguously connected (4) to 
riding on top of the water on surfboards. 

To reach Merit more securely, the student should make clearer statements about how 
classical ideas are connected to a modern context. For example, the Roman image of 
Neptune could be more strongly connected to the present day and explained in greater 
detail.  

For a more secure Merit, connection might mention that Neptune standing in a horse-
drawn chariot is like a modern surfer standing on a surfboard. Both use his/her own 
strength and skill to propel it. Both Neptune and the surfboarder are transported over 
the water. 
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Latin 90866 – Student Samples 

Sample 3 - Low Merit  

Neptune was the Roman god of the sea (mare)(1) earthquakes (terrae motus) and horses 
(equus). He was identified as a tall white-bearded man holding a trident (tridenti).  Saturn 
was his father and Ops was his mother. Neptune Surfboards (2) has used Neptune’s trident 
(tridenti) (3) as the symbol in the logo. This logo shows some connection to the Roman god 
as he was always depicted holding a trident and standing in his chariot (currus) drawn by 
horses on the water in Latin classical art.  Obviously the items that this shop sells are 
surfboards and this probably relates to Neptune and his chariot.  Surfboards are for riding on 
top of the water and his chariot was drawn by horses on top of the water (4.) It is clear 
behind the meaning of choosing Neptune’s trident as the symbol when you think about it. 
Venus addressed him as “Great god of the sea, Neptune ” (5) ( at Venus o numen aquarum 
proximo cui caelo cessit, Neptune.) Ovid Met 555. 

Student 3: Low Merit 



Exemplar for internal assessment resource Latin for Achievement Standard 90866 

 Grade Boundary: High Achieved 

4. For Achieved, the student needs to demonstrate understanding. 

This involves: 

• using linguistic and cultural knowledge with the support of resources to show 
connections and connecting ideas between Latin words, phrases and/or images 
and the world today 

• describing the Latin linguistic and socio-cultural contexts in order to 
demonstrate understanding. 

The student has demonstrated understanding by using linguistic and cultural 
knowledge with the support of resources to show connections and connecting ideas. 
The name of Ceres, goddess (dea) of the earth and crops (1), has been used by Ceres 
Organics, an organic food company. A further connection is made between Ceres and 
the English word ‘cereal’ (5) and what the company might sell (6). 

The Latin linguistic and socio-cultural contexts are described by quoting the Roman 
poet Tibullus (3) and describing how Ceres was depicted by the Romans (2). 

To reach Merit, the student should expand on connections between Latin references 
and current uses, for example the student could expand on the connection of the image 
that the Romans had of Ceres (2) with the company. The crown of ears of grain could 
be used to point out that the organic food is close to nature. 

 

© NZQA 2014  



Latin 90866 – Student Samples 

Sample 4 - High Achieved 

Ceres, goddess of the earth and crops (1) was the daughter of Saturn.  Saturn had heard of 
a prophecy that one of his children would overthrow him so in fear of this he devoured his 
children, Pluto, Ceres, Vesta, Neptune and Juno. When Jupiter was born his mother hid him 
and fed Saturn a rock.  After Jupiter had grown up he forced Saturn to vomit up his children.  
In this way Ceres was born. She is often portrayed with flowing golden hair and a crown of 
grain (2). Tibullus refers to her as” flava Ceres”, translated as golden-haired Ceres (3). 

Ceres Organics is an organic food company which markets wholesome, organic products.  
This is an extremely suitable use of Ceres’ name as she was the fertility goddess (dea) of 
the earth (terra,ae f), especially crops, so she is associated with nourishing, healthy foods 
(4).  People might link Ceres with cereal and get the idea that Ceres Organics sells healthy 
grains (5). Obviously the name Ceres was chosen very carefully for an organic food 
company to emphasise the production and harvest of natural foods (6). 

 

Student 4: High Achieved 



Exemplar for internal assessment resource Latin for Achievement Standard 90866 

 Grade Boundary: Low Achieved 

5. For Achieved, the student needs to demonstrate understanding. 

This involves: 

• using linguistic and cultural knowledge with the support of resources to show 
connections and connecting ideas between Latin words, phrases and/or images 
and the world today 

• describing the Latin linguistic and socio-cultural contexts in order to 
demonstrate understanding. 

The student has demonstrated understanding by using linguistic and cultural 
knowledge with the support of resources to show connections and connecting ideas. 
The name of Apollo, god of the sun (1), has been used by Apollo Solar Installations (2) 
(3). 

The Latin linguistic and socio-cultural contexts are described by quoting from the 
Roman poet Ovid (4), and describing how the Romans viewed Apollo (1). 

To reach Achieved more securely, the student needs to explain more clearly the 
connection between Latin sources and current uses. For example, the Latin word for 
sun, sol, could be given. This would show clearly that solar energy is produced by the 
sun, and that the company is like a modern Apollo because it produces warmth (3). 
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Latin 90866 – Student Samples 

Sample 5 - Low Achieved  

Apollos’ father was Jupiter and his mother was Leto. He was born on a floating island after 
Hera banned Leto from giving birth on terra firma –firm ground.  He is the god of the sun and 
is usually depicted as a young man with curly golden hair with a cloak on (1). Apollo Solar 
Installations has used his name (2).  I think this is a good use of Apollo’s name because he 
is the god of the sun among other things and putting him as the figure of a solar panel 
company just points out the ties to the sun that they have (3). Apollo is called The Light of 
the Great World (lux immensi publica mundi) by his son Phaeton in Ovid Metamorphoses 
2.35 (4). 

Student 5: Low Achieved 



Exemplar for internal assessment resource Latin for Achievement Standard 90866 

 Grade Boundary: High Not Achieved 

6. For Achieved, the student needs to demonstrate understanding. 

This involves: 

• using linguistic and cultural knowledge with the support of resources to show 
connections and connecting ideas between Latin words, phrases and/or images 
and the world today 

• describing the Latin linguistic and socio-cultural contexts in order to 
demonstrate understanding. 

The student has used cultural knowledge to show connections and connecting ideas 
between the goddess Venus and the planet named after her (1) (2). 

The Latin socio-cultural context has been described (1) (3). 

To reach Achieved, the student needs to show evidence of using linguistic knowledge. 
For example, the Latin word dea might be inserted after ‘goddess’ (1) 

The Latin linguistic context might be described by quoting a phrase from Roman poetry 
such as alma Venus (Gentle Venus). 
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Latin 90866 – Student Samples 

Sample 6 - High Not Achieved 

Venus is the second planet from the sun. It was named after the Venus the Roman goddess 
of love and beauty who the Romans usually depicted as naked with long, flowing hair (1).  
The planet, the only one named after a female, may have been named for the most beautiful 
goddess because it shines the brightest (2).  In Roman times they thought Venus was two 
different stars, the evening star Vesper and the morning star Lucifer (3). 

Student 6: High Not Achieved 


