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Artist: Robin Kahukiwa 
Robyn is from the Ngati Porou tribe. Robyn says her work 
is about the mana of the people; about strength, 
dynamism and continuance. 
 
Robin Kahukiwa grew up in Australia and came back to 
New Zealand when she was older.  She didn’t know much 
about her Maori side so she started to find out. 
She is a feminist artist who wants Maori women to be 
valued more.  
 
Title: Nga Reo, Kuia  
Date: 2001 
Medium: oil on canvas 
Size: 2000 x 1500mm 

 
 
Analysis 

Colour 
Dull earthy colours that could symbolise the woman is connected to the earth. (1)  The hands 
and face are in lighter flesh colours so they stand out from the dull background and dress.  

 
Technique 
Robin Kahukiwa uses a very quick paint application technique that is very expressive. 
Uses gestural paint. 
It was probably painted very quickly. 
   
Form  
The form of the figure and facial features are very simplified and stylised.  They look a bit like 
carving which Kahukiwa did lots of paintings of.  This makes the woman look very Maori and 
connected to the old ancestors. 
It’s also a bit stylised so it could be any old woman or represent all old women. 
 
Composition  
The composition is very central and a three quarter traditional portrait like Rutu by Rita Angus. 
The woman is making a gesture saying ‘come here’ which means she wants the viewer to 
listen to her. 
 
Meaning  
This painting has a very important message for Kahukiwa.  ‘Kahukiwa questions oppression on 
every level. Be it that of authoritarian power structures inside Maoridom or without’. (Art New 
Zealand) She wants to promote Maori and women.  Mainly Maori women which are at the 
bottom of the peeking order.  She thinks women can be very strong and wise and wants to 
show this in the painting. (2)  
The words over the top are like the woman talking and she says - 
“Listen to me Moko.  These are things I want fro you.  Grow in the knowledge and wisdom or 
your ancestors…” 
 
Context  
This is a very political painting with a strong message. 
It should go in a gallery or a government building so people are reminded how important Maori 
women are. 
I think Robin is a very cool painter but I don’t like this style much because it’s not very detailed 
and it looks like anyone could paint it.   

 

Student 4: High Achieved 



 
 

 

Artist: Nigel Brown 
Nigel Brown is famous for doing prints and lives in Dunedin. 
He did a whole series of famous people.  
He does a lot of paintings about his daily life and family and ordinary new 
Zealand things.  
 
Title: Janet Frame 
Date:  
Medium: Oil on Linen 
Size:  

 
Analysis 
Colour 
There are very bright colours in the centre and more earthy colours around the outside.  
 
Technique  
Nigel uses a very rough painting style which is similar to his rough lifestyle.  He wants to be an 
ordinary kiwi bloke not a ponsy artist. 
The black outlines come from his printmaking style (3) 

 
Form  
The drawing is simplified and a bit cartoon like.  This is Nigel’s painting style. 
 
Composition  
Janet Frame is painted inside a frame inside the picture.  This is Nigel’s style and he does this in 
a lot of other pictures as well.  
It is very symmetrical with the face in the middle and words around the outside.  Nigel puts lots 
of words in all his pictures. (4) 
 
Meaning  
The words around the outside say: 
Owls do Cry NZ – born 1924 – the edge of the alphabet where my words crumble – Frame 
Janet. 
Janet Frame is a very famous New Zealand writer who is famous for having red hair and being 
mental ill. 
 
“Brown acknowledges the legacy of many iconic figures who have appeared in series 
throughout his career. These include Philip Clairmont, Van Gogh, Edvard Munch, Colin 
McCahon and the explorers Captain Cook and Scott. The iconic characterization of the black 
singleted,gumboot wearing worker could also refer to Brown’s father, a rather eccentric kiwi 
orchardist and poet who also reappears as an important and significant icon throughout Browns 
series of work. As Browns father hunted Deer with a bow and arrow and was a talented and 
published poet it comes as no surprise the artist has displayed empathy towards other 
“outsiders” such as the legendary New Zealand poet James K Baxter. Baxter provided 
inspiration to Brown’s career after hearing him recite poetry at Auckland University in the 1960’s 
and Captain James Cook has featured as a central character also in his work, particularly the 
‘Pacifica’ and ‘Antarctica’ series of the 1990’s. He sees these works as a mix of myth and real 
experience, the imaginary and the intuitive. By juxtaposing Cook in anachronistic settings Brown 
has challenged the common myths surrounding the famous explorers place in history. Brown 
has also referenced leading New Zealand potter Barry Brickell with whom he has recently 
worked collaboratively.” – Warwick Henderson gallery website (5) 
 
Context  
This would be a good gallery painting because it is about a famous new Zealander. 
I think it would be good in a library because Janet frame wrote lots of books.  
 

 


