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Artist: Don Binney 
 
Title:  
 
Date:  
 
 
Analysis 
Colour 
Blue, green, black, white and yellow 
 
Technique 
Oil paint 
 
Form  
Simplified forms not much detail.  Things look like what they are. They are very naturalistic. (1) 
 
Composition  
The bird is in the middle of the picture at the bottom.  The bird is on the ground and not in the air. 
The sky is blue.  
Its almost symmetrical. 
 
Meaning  
Don likes to paint birds and did a lot of bird paintings at this time.  I think he really likes looking and 
birds and thinks they should be protected. (2) 
 
Context  
This is a European painting because there are no Maori objects in it.  
It is by the sea. 
It could go in a gallery or in someone’s home. 
 
 
 
 

Student 6: High Not Achieved 



 
 
Artist: Shane Cotton  
 
Shane Cotton (born 1964) is a major New Zealand painter. Born in Upper Hutt with Ngapuhi iwi 
affiliations, he studied at the Ilam School of Fine Arts in Christchurch, graduating in 1988. He then 
lectured at Massey University in Palmerston North. 
Following this he was the recipient of the Frances Hodgkins Fellowship, and his work is highly 
sought after that. He has received the Seppelt Art Award from Sydney University, and has been 
exhibited at many leading galleries in Australia and New Zealand, as well as in Spain and Prague. 
Cotton's work evocatively includes both Maori iconography and culture, such as shrunken 
heads, mokomokai, and native birds such as tui, and European symbols and items. His paintings 
have explored questions of colonialism, cultural identity, Maori spirituality, and death. 
Many of his paintings go into depth of primitive ideas especially through Maori whakapapa. (3) 
 
Title:  
 
Date:  
 
 
Analysis 
Colour 
This picture is mostly blue with a little bit of orange black and white.  The orange stripe really stands 
out from the background.  
 
Technique 
It done in oil paint on canvas. 
 
Form  
Its very naturalistic.  The bird and skull look like they are done from photographs because the skull 
looks like a photocopy. 
 
Composition  
The picture is split in two halves with the bird on one side and the skull on the other.  
 
Meaning  
 Its got words on it which tell you what things are.  Kiko means flesh and kikorangi means blue. 
The skull is a shrunken head so the picture is about Maori ancestors. (4) 
 
Context  
This is a really big painting so it is from a gallery.  You could have this painting in your house if you 
had a really big house and you need to be very rich to buy one of Shane’s paintings because he is a 
famous artist.  
If I did this painting I would use an eagle because they are cool. (5) 
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