
AGRICULTURAL AND HORTICULTURAL SCIENCE

Bloom’s Taxonomy (words such as describe, explain and justify) is language we use for assessment, but 
is not necessarily how we would talk to a candidate or ask them a question. NZQA is looking at using 
plainer, or more direct language, as well as looking at ways a question might be scaffolded to ensure 
multiple tasks are not hidden within one question.

LEVEL 1 QUESTION SAMPLES
Separation of parts of a question
Examples of previous questions

1. Explain why seedlings need to be hardened 
off, and how this improves plant production. 

2. Describe how heat detection is carried out in 
dairy cows and explain how it shows when a 
cow is on heat

Examples of new style of questioning

(a) (i)  Explain why seedlings need to be 
hardened off.

(ii). How does this improve plant 
production?

(a) (i) How is heat detection carried out in 
dairy cows?

(ii) Explain how it shows when a cow is on 
heat.

Direct question
Examples of previous questions

Describe three actions or steps taken when 
cultivating paddocks and explain why each action 
should be carried out.

Description 
of action

Explanation of why the action  
is carried out
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Describe why a grower would choose to finish 
lambs on a crop, and explain how this affects their 
growth.

Examples of new style of questioning

Identify three actions or steps taken when 
cultivating paddocks. Explain why each action or 
step should be taken.

Action or 
Steps

Explanation of why the action  
is carried out
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Why would a grower choose to finish lambs on a 
crop? Explain how this affects their growth.

Making a choice and explaining why
Examples of previous questions

Select either dripline or overhead sprinklers as the 
most effective system for irrigating seedlings. 

Justify your selection by comparing and 
contrasting your chosen option with the other one. 
In your answer consider: 
• how each system works 
• the effect water has on plant growth.

Examples of new style of questioning

Select either dripline or overhead sprinklers as the 
most effective system for irrigating seedlings. 

Which of the two practices identified is the best in 
terms of how the system works and the effect on 
plant growth? Explain why you have chosen this 
practice over the other.




