
AGRICULTURAL AND HORTICULTURAL SCIENCE

Bloom’s Taxonomy (words such as describe, explain and justify) is language we use for assessment, but 
is not necessarily how we would talk to a candidate or ask them a question. NZQA is looking at using 
plainer, or more direct language, as well as looking at ways a question might be scaffolded to ensure 
multiple tasks are not hidden within one question.

LEVEL 2 QUESTION SAMPLES

Separating question from what is required
Examples of previous questions

By analysing the TWO management practices 
discussed in (a), justify which management 
practice you believe would have the greatest 
potential impact for your selected livestock, in 
terms of both quality and economics of production.

Examples of new style of questioning

Which of the management practices discussed in 
(a) would have the greater impact for your selected 
livestock?
 
In your answer, discuss the impact of your 
selected livestock in terms of quality and 
economics of production by comparing both 
management practices.

Splitting a complex question into different 
parts
Examples of previous questions

Select a crop, and justify a grower installing fixed 
netting to protect it against hail.

In your answer:
• Describe TWO ways in which hail netting 

can modify the physical environment for your 
selected crop.

• Explain how the use of hail netting improves 
yield and quality.

• Compare and contrast the use of hail netting 
with not using hail netting and relying on 
insurance, in terms of social and economic 
impact.

Examples of new style of questioning

Netting is increasingly used to protect crops 
against hail.

(a) Select a crop that requires netting and 
describe TWO ways in which the netting can 
modify the physical environment for your 
selected crop.

(b) Explain how modifying the physical 
environment improves yield and quality.

(c) Discuss the social and economic impact for 
growers who rely on insurance rather than 
netting, compared with growers who use hail 
netting.




