
The successes and difficulties I had completing the research task, and the reasons why. 
 
Whilst researching the topic 'Women getting the vote' which consisted of accumulating evidence and 
research about the lead up to the Passing of the Bill in 1883 and the 1883 National Election and the 
years after the Bill was passed.  In my quest to find information on this topic I came across a variety of 
sources, some reliable and accurate and others not so much. For example this source gave an in-depth 
and accurate account of the Time-line of the Women's Franchise Bill and its journey to the voting polls 
and beyond, http://www.nzhistory.net.nzlpolitics/womens-suffrage/suffrage_milestones. This source 
answered all three focusing questions as it presented information on the background to the event, 
what happened during the event, and how the event affected the lives of people.  Books also provided 
unchallengeable information, the books I used were reliable and the pictures gained from them were 
simply sensational. Whilst researching the internet I found it quite difficult to rely on some sources as 
the information wasn't so accurate. Also I found that books were quite tough to come across, I think 
this is because of the time issue of the event because the event was in the late 19th century in made in 
hard to find as much information as an event in the 20th century. I also found it difficult to find 
evidence for the reasons to oppose giving women the vote. 
 
How the sources gathered helped to address the focusing questions. 
 
The sources l gathered did help me to address all three focusing questions. However I discovered that I 
was often finding material that would repeat the material I already had.  So to address this problem I 
had to go deep into the internet and books and find information that was unique. This proved a 
serious challenge, not only was it a challenge it was very time consuming and I often lost my patience. 
From the sources I have gathered I think I will be able to address all three focusing questions 
adequately. 
 
The reliability of the evidence used  
 
Reliability of sources was something I did come across but not as often as I had anticipated. I found 
that most of the sites and books I read were accurate and reliable, nevertheless it was still a challenge 
to determine whether the information was reliable to use in this sort on research assignment. Overall 
the reliability of sources was pleasing and satisfying. 
 
How the research process could be improved next time. 
 
Firstly, I would allow myself a certain time period for finding information on each focusing question as 
this aspect got out of hand towards the end of the researching. Lastly, I would try to use other sources 
aside from books and the internet, I would attempt to visit a museum or actually speak to a historian 
about the matter. 
 
What I particularly enjoyed and found most satisfying and why 
 
I personally found joy in the highlighting of the research as it allowed me to thoroughly read the 
information before highlighting it, this improved my knowledge of the Suffrage Movement greatly.  
Also determining if the information was reliable or not was satisfying because based on my knowledge 
I were able to in a way "shatter" someone's hard work knowing that the information provided by them 
was wrong and to know all the hard work they put in was a waste and quite funny.  Lastly the research 
assignment itself was a joy, it opened my mind and enhanced my knowledge of history as a subject. 
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