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Exemplar for internal assessment resource History for Achievement Standard 91001 

 

 Grade Boundary: Low Excellence 

1. For Excellence, the student needs to carry out a comprehensive investigation of an 
historical event, or place, of significance to New Zealanders. 

This involves:  

• writing, on the selected evidence, annotated comments that establish links 
between the evidence and the focussing questions being investigated 

• organising evidence effectively 
• thoroughly evaluating the investigation process. 

 
Evidence of a comprehensive investigation is provided through the selection of relevant 
evidence (1), which is one aspect of effective organisation, and through an annotation 
(2) which identifies relevance to a focussing question of the selected evidence. 

Thorough evaluation is demonstrated in the provision of some specific details (3) (4) to 
support generalisations about the usefulness of the evidence. The specific identification 
of shortfalls in the evidence (5) also demonstrates thorough evaluation. 

To reach Excellence more securely, the student could: 

• make the annotation more comprehensive by adding comments that further link 
the evidence to the focussing question 

• make the evaluation more thorough by providing further specific details in 
describing the usefulness, with examples, of the resources that they used (3) 
(4). 
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EVALUATION 
 
This task in researching the events that took place at The Invasion Parihaka was successful 
to me as it was relatively easy finding the basic information needed for this assessment to 
assist me in answering focusing questions one, two and three because of the wide 
abundance of the information which l was able to attain through a range of sources. A 
source I had found extremely helpful in my research and providing me with relevant 
information was www.parihaka.com as it contained good information on all the focusing 
questions.  It contained in-depth detail to the area where Parihaka is located {e.g. set in 
landscape of volcanic lahar), the various traditions and beliefs the followers of the prophets 
Te Whiti and Tohu Kakahi lived their daily lives and it gave a good description of the initial 
invasion of parihaka. This website really helped me in focusing question 3 providing 
paintings inspired by the Parihaka settlement and there struggles, books on the events after 
Parihaka (book-Parihaka art of passive resistance showed the time period of Te Whiti's 
incarceration and land sales after the invasion of parihaka) and information on the Parihaka 
Peace Festival. A source I had found was a major help in my research was the 
book Parihaka the art of passive resistance by Te Miringa Hohaia, Gregory 0'Brien and Lara 
Strongman.  Another source I used widely in my research was various books as they were 
easily accessible from the school library and books were brought to the school from the 
Auckland national library giving me a larger variety to choose from. However one thing I did 
struggle on in finding was the books available to me did not provide sufficient information 
needed on The Taranaki Wars which would have helped me as it provides background to 
the initial setting up of the Parihaka movement. What I would do better if this situation 
occurred again is to use school computers in accessing the internet to find good information 
on The Taranaki Wars for aiding me in answering focusing question one. 
 
In my opinion I thoroughly enjoyed this research assessment task as I had only a basic 
knowledge of The Invasion of Parihaka. This task further increased my knowledge on the 
events that transpired at Parihaka and gave me further information on the background to the 
forming, beliefs and life of the Maori in the community. I also gained a greater understanding 
on the events before the initial Invasion for example the Taranaki wars and the King 
movement in the North Island. This task gave me an insight to both sides of The Invasion of 
Parihaka (Maori and the Constabulary). I enjoyed learning about the past history of New 
Zealand very much. 
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Exemplar for internal assessment resource History for Achievement Standard 91001 

 Grade Boundary: High Merit 

2. For Merit, the student needs to carry out an in-depth investigation of an historical event, 
or place, of significance to New Zealanders. 

This involves:  

• selecting evidence from a variety of sources, including both primary and 
secondary sources 

• evaluating the investigation process.  
 

Relevant evidence was selected from a variety of sources. Evaluation of the 
investigation process is demonstrated through the wide range of broad evaluative 
comments. The provision of some specific detail and discussion (1) clearly moves the 
evidence towards the thoroughness required for Excellence. 

To reach Excellence, providing examples to support generalisations (in the parts 
highlighted) would help to make the evidence more in-depth. 
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The successes and difficulties I had completing the research task, and the reasons why. 
 
Whilst researching the topic 'Women getting the vote' which consisted of accumulating evidence and 
research about the lead up to the Passing of the Bill in 1883 and the 1883 National Election and the 
years after the Bill was passed.  In my quest to find information on this topic I came across a variety of 
sources, some reliable and accurate and others not so much. For example this source gave an in-depth 
and accurate account of the Time-line of the Women's Franchise Bill and its journey to the voting polls 
and beyond, http://www.nzhistory.net.nzlpolitics/womens-suffrage/suffrage_milestones. This source 
answered all three focusing questions as it presented information on the background to the event, 
what happened during the event, and how the event affected the lives of people.  Books also provided 
unchallengeable information, the books I used were reliable and the pictures gained from them were 
simply sensational. Whilst researching the internet I found it quite difficult to rely on some sources as 
the information wasn't so accurate. Also I found that books were quite tough to come across, I think 
this is because of the time issue of the event because the event was in the late 19th century in made in 
hard to find as much information as an event in the 20th century. I also found it difficult to find 
evidence for the reasons to oppose giving women the vote. 
 
How the sources gathered helped to address the focusing questions. 
 
The sources l gathered did help me to address all three focusing questions. However I discovered that I 
was often finding material that would repeat the material I already had.  So to address this problem I 
had to go deep into the internet and books and find information that was unique. This proved a 
serious challenge, not only was it a challenge it was very time consuming and I often lost my patience. 
From the sources I have gathered I think I will be able to address all three focusing questions 
adequately. 
 
The reliability of the evidence used  
 
Reliability of sources was something I did come across but not as often as I had anticipated. I found 
that most of the sites and books I read were accurate and reliable, nevertheless it was still a challenge 
to determine whether the information was reliable to use in this sort on research assignment. Overall 
the reliability of sources was pleasing and satisfying. 
 
How the research process could be improved next time. 
 
Firstly, I would allow myself a certain time period for finding information on each focusing question as 
this aspect got out of hand towards the end of the researching. Lastly, I would try to use other sources 
aside from books and the internet, I would attempt to visit a museum or actually speak to a historian 
about the matter. 
 
What I particularly enjoyed and found most satisfying and why 
 
I personally found joy in the highlighting of the research as it allowed me to thoroughly read the 
information before highlighting it, this improved my knowledge of the Suffrage Movement greatly.  
Also determining if the information was reliable or not was satisfying because based on my knowledge 
I were able to in a way "shatter" someone's hard work knowing that the information provided by them 
was wrong and to know all the hard work they put in was a waste and quite funny.  Lastly the research 
assignment itself was a joy, it opened my mind and enhanced my knowledge of history as a subject. 
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Exemplar for internal assessment resource History for Achievement Standard 91001 

 Grade Boundary: Low Merit 

3. For Merit, the student needs to carry out an in-depth investigation of an historical event, 
or place, of significance to New Zealanders. 

This involves:  

• selecting evidence from a variety of sources, including both primary and 
secondary sources 

• evaluating the investigation process.  
 

Relevant evidence was selected from a variety of sources. Evaluation of the 
investigation process is demonstrated by at least four relevant comments – about the 
most useful source (1), the reliability of sources (2), the differences in opinion across 
the categories in question (3) and the changing viewpoints (4).   

To reach Merit more securely, the evaluation needs more detailed comments about the 
research process. For example, how the cited source was useful, what made the 
sources reliable, what opinions were held by whom exactly and which of the viewpoints 
brought enjoyment. 
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Evaluation 
 
The success and difficulties I had completing the research task and the reasons why 
 
In my research for information on women getting the right to vote in 1893 I was able to find 
information from a variety of sources. The source I got the most information from was 
http://www.nzhistory.net.nzlpolitics/womens-suffrage  
 
The reliability of the information used. 
 
The information I gathered on women's suffrage in 1893 was mostly reliable although some 
variation was found as it was such a controversial event at the time.  Suffrage women usually had 
strong points of view and so did most men – the opposite view from the women!  It’s a wonder 
women ever got the vote really seeing it was the men who were in parliament.  
 
What I particularly enjoyed and found most satisfying and why. 
 
I personally enjoyed gathering information on this event as it was such an important event in our 
countries history and it was enjoyable to further my understanding on it. I found it very interesting 
how peoples view on the rights of women have so drastically changed since then and that is why 
enjoyed reading about the sexist view points of people from those days. 
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Exemplar for internal assessment resource History for Achievement Standard 91001 

 Grade Boundary: High Achieved 

4. For Achieved, the student needs to carry out an investigation of an historical event, or 
place, of significance to New Zealanders. 

This involves:  

• identifying a topic 
• identifying possible sources and how they may be useful 
• selecting relevant historical evidence from a variety of sources in accordance 

with focussing questions that are provided in the task instructions 
• organising this evidence appropriately 
• recording the details of the sources of selected evidence. 

 
Carrying out an investigation is demonstrated through the identification of the topic for 
investigation (1), thoughtful description of the usefulness of the possible evidence (2), 
the selection of evidence that is relevant to each focussing question, and accurate 
recording of full source details (3) in accordance with Explanatory Note 2.  

To reach Merit, the student could provide more specific detail by: 

• considering more than four possible sources  
• considering, in some places, the ways in which the possible sources may be 

useful to the focussing questions  
• ensuring that a selection of evidence from both primary and secondary sources 

is included 
• providing an evaluation of the research process, which broadly considers a 

number of aspects of the completed process. 
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Exemplar for internal assessment resource History for Achievement Standard 91001 

 Grade Boundary: Low Achieved 

5. For Achieved, the student needs to carry out an investigation of an historical event, or 
place, of significance to New Zealanders. 

This involves:  

• identifying a topic 
• identifying possible sources and how they may be useful 
• selecting relevant historical evidence from a variety of sources in accordance 

with focussing questions that are provided in the task instructions 
• organising this evidence appropriately 
• recording the details of the sources of selected evidence. 

 
The student demonstrates that they have carried out an investigation by identifying at 
least four possible sources (3), providing some brief, unspecific comments about how 
their sources may be relevant to the focussing questions (3), and selecting evidence 
that is relevant to a focussing question about the person’s role in the event (4).   

To reach Achieved more securely, the student could ensure that: 

• the topic is identified (1)  
• full source details are provided, such as the complete URL of a website used as 

a source (2) 
• complete and more specific descriptions are provided, explaining how possible 

sources may be relevant to the focussing questions (3). 
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Exemplar for internal assessment resource History for Achievement Standard 91001 

 Grade Boundary: High Not Achieved 

6. For Achieved, the student needs to carry out an investigation of an historical event, or 
place, of significance to New Zealanders. 

This involves:  

• identifying a topic 
• identifying possible sources and how they may be useful 
• selecting relevant historical evidence from a variety of sources in accordance 

with focussing questions that are provided in the task instructions 
• organising this evidence appropriately 
• recording the details of the sources of selected evidence. 

 
Attempts to carry out an investigation are demonstrated through the identification of 
four possible sources of evidence, and the selection of some evidence that is relevant 
to a focussing question about what happened in the event.   

To reach Achieved, the student could: 

• identify the topic  
• identify his/her own list of possible sources in order to demonstrate this skill and 

avoid the problem of too much teacher direction 
• provide more specific descriptions of how possible sources may be relevant to 

the focussing questions 
• ensure that selections are not too brief (1) to provide sufficient depth of 

evidence for carrying out an investigation 
• provide complete source details (2). 
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