
Introduction 
 
The bombing of the Rainbow Warrior was a huge event in New Zealand that occurred on 10 
July 1985. The bombing of the Rainbow Warrior was caused by nuclear testing in the 
Pacific, New Zealand opposing to nuclear testing in the pacific, New Zealand's anti-nuclear 
policy and the anti-nuclear protests of Greenpeace. These events caused the French to 
bomb the Rainbow Warrior in 1985. There were consequences that were affected by the 
bombing; the relationship between France and New Zealand was deteriorated as two French 
agents involved in the bombing were found and arrested in New Zealand.  Before the 
bombing of the Rainbow Warrior, New Zealand had established an anti-nuclear policy, this 
was carried on in New Zealand legal legislation until today.  
 
The beginning of the bombing of the Rainbow Warrior was when America bombed 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki in Japan in 1945 using atomic bombs for the first time. This was 
important because this was the start of the nuclear warfare and the nuclear era. 
 
In 1972, the new Prime Minister Rob Muldoon showed that he did not like the idea of nuclear 
weapons. He told American ships that they can visit New Zealand but the people of New 
Zealand raised their voices to show their anti-nuclear thinking which then became more and 
more stable in 1981.  In 1984, the Labour party, led by David Lange, adopted the nuclear-
free policy during the election campaign; that year, the Labour party won the election 
showing New Zealand people supported anti-nuclear.  In 1985, the Labour Party banned 
nuclear powered and nuclear weaponed ships on New Zealand ports therefore the Labour 
Party clashed with America.  In 1985, America wanted to test New Zealand's new policy and 
their new government by requesting a visit of their USS Buchanan.  It was a guided missile 
destroyer which hoped that it would slip through the political radar in New Zealand.   David 
Lange hoped that America would send something less dangerous.  On 4 February 1985 the 
New Zealand government said no to having Buchanan visiting New Zealand. This caused 
tension in the relationship between New Zealand and America. America downgraded New 
Zealand political and diplomatic contacts within in a few days.  
 
Greenpeace is an international, environmental organisation that is well known for campaigns 
for stopping nuclear testing, whaling and other environmental issues around the globe. 
Greenpeace was also involved with the protest about stopping French nuclear testing in the 
Pacific. Greenpeace is an organisation founded in Canada in 1971. The Rainbow Warrior 
was a flagship that Greenpeace owned. This organisation is usually associated with peace 
protest such as stopping whaling and anti-nuclear protesting and this caused the French 
Government to bomb the Rainbow Warrior. In 1985 the Rainbow Warrior was in New 
Zealand on its way to protest against French nuclear bomb testing at Mururoa Atoll.  France 
decided to stop the ship from doing this. 
 
Course 
 
The bombing of the Rainbow Warrior is an event that occurred in 1985 which that had many 
consequences.   In 1985, French agents, Alain Mafart and Dominique Prieur, assisted 
French saboteurs to plant 2 limpet bombs on the hull of the Rainbow Warrior which was tied 
up at Auckland's Marsden Wharf.  At 11.38 p.m., 10 July 1985 the bombs exploded, sinking 
the ship at its moorings. This also caused  a Portuguese-born photographer, Fernando 
Pereria, to drown. 
 
Consequences 
 
There were consequences from the Rainbow Warrior, the two French agents, Alain Mafart 
and Dominique Prieur, were arrested on 24 July and received legal actions in New Zealand 
that they will receive up to 10 years in New Zealand prison as they were both guilty of 
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manslaughter. David Lange, 32nd Prime Minster of New Zealand, talked to France about the 
two French Agents that sank the Rainbow Warrior and that it was New Zealand's role to 
prosecute and imprison the agents.  France threatened about trading and exportation 
relations with New Zealand to New Caledonia.  New Zealand was frightened about the 
economic issues.  New Zealand is a small country that has small and has an economy 
dependent on exports and imports but because France threatened New Zealand trade and 
exports with France, New Zealand was afraid.  Alain Mafart and Dominique Prieur had been 
sentenced to 10 years in prison in New Zealand but in a later deal with David Lange they 
were allowed to serve the next three years at Frances Hao Atoll instead and then be 
released.  France also paid New Zealand $13 million and apologised.  However, after only 
two years at Hao Atoll both agents were back in France and free.  Alain Mafart was released 
and returned to France in 1987 due to his illness and Dominique Prieur was released in May 
1988 as she was pregnant. They were both honoured and promoted as they returned home. 
 
The relationship between New Zealand and France deteriorated after the bombing of the 
Rainbow Warrior as a consequence of the event of bombing. This event caused shame for 
the French government. In 1986, both countries allowed themselves to settle this through the 
United Nations.  It all left France with a bad reputation around the world. 
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