
Event: The bombing of the Rainbow Warrior 
 
Causes of the bombing of the Rainbow Warrior 
There were many causes of the bombing of the Rainbow Warrior in 1985. In August 1 945 
the US used the atomic bomb for the first time against Japan by bombing the cities 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki in Japan. This caused the war to end, however after the war 
Britain, France and the Soviet Union started up their own nuclear programmes in order to 
defend themselves if they were ever attacked. The Cold War between America and the 
Soviet Union led to an arms race in the 1970s and 1980s. 
 
New Zealand was not against nuclear testing until the late 1950s. New Zealand Prime 
Minister in 1972, Norman Kirk requested the French to stop testing and this led to New 
Zealand taking France to the World Court at The Hague in 1973. France didn't even show 
up, therefore New Zealand won and France had to stop testing. However the French ignored 
this and kept testing. Instead France started doing underground testing instead.  
 
In 1972 Rob Muldoon had allowed US ships to visit New Zealand despite previously 
expressing that he was against nuclear weapons. On the 4th of February 1985 the New 
Zealand government did not allow an American naval ship (that was not said whether it was 
nuclear powered or armed) to dock in New Zealand. As a result of this New Zealand and 
America's relationship deteriorated. 
 
All of these causes led up to the bombing of the Rainbow Warrior. Tension between New 
Zealand and France was growing as New Zealand became more involved in anti-nuclear 
protests while France became more involved in nuclear tests. Therefore when Greenpeace 
ship the Rainbow Warrior, which had also been heavily involved in anti-nuclear protests 
against the French, was docked in New Zealand an opportunity for the French to attempt to 
prevent protests against their nuclear tests arose. 
 
Course 
On the 10th of July 1985 just before midnight French agents, Alain Mafart and Dominique 
Prieur positioned two limpet mines on the hull of the Rainbow Warrior. When these mines 
exploded a hole, 1.82m x2.43m was created making the ship useless. Portuguese-born 
photographer and crew member Fernando Pereria was killed in the blast. Two years later 
the ship was taken to Matauri Bay, close to the Cavilli lslands, to be sunk and become a dive 
site. 
 
Consequences of the Rainbow Warrior 
As a result of the bombing of the Rainbow Warrior, numerous consequences were formed. 
On the 24th of July the French agents Dominique Prieur and Alain Mafart were arrested. 
They both pleaded guilty to murder although being charged with murder. In New Zealand 
they were sentenced to 10 years in prison.  France made threats to cut New Zealand's trade 
and exports to New Caledonia causing Lange to allow the French agents to serve their 
prison terms for only three years in Hao Atoll in French Polynesia.  
 
France who was supposed to be allies with New Zealand bombed the ship on New Zealand 
territory, which created anger and resulted in the poor relationship between New Zealand 
and France. New Zealand's exports to France were boycotted following France threatening 
New Zealand's use of the European Economic Community market for dairy exports.  
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