
The Anti-Springbok Tour: Factors that Led To The Event 
 
Apartheid in South Africa 
The system of Apartheid, which is Afrikaans for 'apartness', was legally introduced in 1948, 
after the National Party was voted in.  They ruled South Africa until 1994. 
 
New Zealanders against playing rugby with the Springboks 
Many New Zealanders have been confused about whether or not we should play opposite 
the Springbok, because of the policy of apartheid.  Also, the All Blacks have always had a 
strong set of Maori players. A tour was planned in 1967, with people making a petition that 
stated 'No Maoris – No Tour.' Prime Minister Robert Muldoon signed an 'Anti-Sport with 
South Africa' Commonwealth contract in 1970, but then went ahead to plan the tour of 1981.  
 
Support for the Tour in 1981 
The All Black has always made New Zealand a proud country, with their strong team winning 
many games through the years. To many, New Zealand was the national sport of New 
Zealand, and saw no problem in the tour, as it was sport, not politics they were doing.  When 
South Africa was invited in 1981 by the NZRU, Prime Minister Muldoon tried to persuade the 
Rugby Union to call it off, however did nothing else, causing it to go ahead. This was a bad 
situation for Muldoon to be in as, in 1975, he had signed an agreement stating New Zealand 
would not have any sporting contact with South Africa. 
 
The Event 
The Springboks arrived in New Zealand on the 19th of July 1981. This caused New 
Zealand's society to be plagued with civil unrest for the months of July, August and 
September, a total of 56 days. This disruption was the largest civil disruption in 30 years 
since the waterfront dispute.  
 
On the 25th of July, the game was to be held in Hamilton. However, the game, which was to 
see the Springbok go up against Waikato, was cancelled due to the protests. The grounds 
were invaded by over a hundred anti-tour protesters, and gossip was spread that a light 
aircraft, which would be ideal for dropping things on the pitch, had been stolen from Taupo.  
 
The first test match was held in Christchurch on the 15th of August.  It was a victory for the 
All Blacks, winning 14-9. The day was one of massive protest around the nation and, 
according to many, police were lucky no-one was killed. 
 
The second test taking place around two weeks later, on the 29th of August, was another 
victory for the Springboks, in capital city, Wellington. 
 
At the final test in Auckland a private plane dropped flour bombs on the field during the 
game.  It was a very dangerous thing. 
 
For 56 days New Zealand was a disaster area. 
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Student 6: High Not Achieved 


