
Dear Editor 
 
I am writing in response to your article "Are Police Going Too Far?” published on August 3rd in the 
New Zealand Herald. The writer of the article Simon Suiter wrote that "Police are using their own 
opinions of the tour and taking those opinions out on the protestors". I believe this statement is 
wrong. I am a police officer who was at the clash on Molesworth Street on July 29th.  As a police 
officer I cannot allow my personal opinion to affect the decisions I make and I believe that myself 
and every other officer I work with keep their personal opinions at home. 
 
My personal opinion of the tour is neutral as I am against the idea of Apartheid and the allowance of 
racists into the country but I am also all for a game of rugby. The reason behind my neutral opinion 
is because of the treatment of black people in South Africa. I have visited the country of South Africa 
and have seen the way black people have been treated. The treatment of black people is horrible 
and unfair.  I have seen how black people are forced to live in poverty away from white areas.  My 
travels to South Africa were the reason behind me joining the police force in the first place - so I 
could help make fairness and equality between all races in our country of New Zealand. I am also a 
true believer of the game of rugby and I also believe that politics and sport don't mix.  As a police 
officer l respect that protestors had the right to conduct peaceful protest, but I also expected their 
right to allow me the right to watch rugby on a Saturday afternoon in the comfort of my own home. 
That is why I am neutral. 
 
I have written elsewhere that when I arrived at Molesworth Street all you could see was "a solid 
line... 40 people wide... and they were determined to run you over. The front row of protestors were 
literally pushed into us and we had no choice... we weren't going to move, we weren't going to 
budge at all". I was completely terrified.  It was my first protest and I wasn't sure how to act. I was 
nervous all the time but I do believe I was in the right at all times. Yes we did react with force to the 
protestors and many people were injured. I even personally hit protestors with my own baton. 
Batons were only used after police were pushed more than 100 metres up Molesworth Street. The 
reason behind our force and the use of our batons was to reinstate the authority of the New Zealand 
police after the game cancellation in Hamilton.  We weren't going to let people control us and 
overrun us again. Yes we did hurt many people but we did that in protection to ourselves.  It may not 
seem like it but we were protecting ourselves against the many protestors forcing us back. The clash 
that evening I believe was the "greatest eruption of violence this country has ever known”.  Many 
people were injured and hurt.  It was the first time we as police used batons. We believed "the 'rule 
of law' and 'public safety' had to be maintained and at some point no had to mean no."   The 
protestors believed that we "were the enemy when in fact we are saving them from serious injury.  
Since this protest we got given longer batons so now we can push protesters back instead of hitting 
them with the shorter ones. 
 
The opinion of one that the police are using their personal views against the protestors is wrong. I 
have personally proven that wrong by explaining what happened on Molesworth Street for me and 
other officers on the squad. We all fall into the same category and have shown neutralism between 
protestors and supporters. 
 
Police Officer, Blue Squad 
 
 
Dear Editor 
 
My name is John Smith and I am an anti-tour protestor. I protested at the Springboks game in 
Hamilton on July 25th.  I am writing in response to your article "Chaos in Hamilton" in Monday’s New 
Zealand Herald.  I was shocked that you could write such a hurtful piece in the national paper. Being 
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called a "rabble of trendy-lefty communist radicals" is downright ridiculous.  We are a group of 
people with one thing in common, the right for freedom of all. 
 
I am sick and tired of the way people are hurting and calling us out when in fact we are standing up 
for equality and equal rights among all human beings on this planet. A few years ago while at 
university I began to get involved in the political views of other countries especially South Africa. I 
began to learn about Apartheid and the wrong doing of the leaders in South Africa. The black people 
are treated like scum.  South Africa’s apartheid is about laws that force black South Africans to be 
apart from whites and apart from sharing in the wealth of the country.  I feel that everyone should 
be treated equally, so when the opportunity to protest against the tour came about I volunteered 
myself. I took this opportunity in both hands and did the best I could. John Minto stated that "New 
Zealand could have a really positive effect on what is a crime against humanity” and I believe that he 
is right. I believe that this crime needs to stop. I will do whatever I can, no matter how slight, to stop 
Apartheid. We all believe that if we stop the games we will stop the tour. 
 
When I was volunteering I found out the idea for the Hamilton game was to get the game cancelled 
and doing so was a success.  We ran under the goal posts into the middle.  I recall the police trying to 
snatch one or two people but the protestors just sat down, linked arms and it was clear it would take 
several hours to clear us off that way so they gave up. 
 
I understand that the anonymous writer of the article does not like the actions of protestors but we 
are in the right. I believe that the actions I took and the actions of all protesters on July 25th explain 
themselves. We tried to show the government that we do not stand for racist people coming into 
our country and dictating over whether or not black people could play in a rugby team. If the 
government had any pity or respect for the black people in a South Africa they would send the South 
African government a message by sending the Springboks back to South Africa and not allow them 
to remain in our country. 
 
 
Dear Editor 
 
My name is Ray Jones, I am 17 years old and I am an avid rugby supporter. After reading your article 
"Are Rugby and Politics Really Separate?" in Friday's issue of the New Zealand Herald, as a witness to 
the events I felt I needed to write in response to your article. I am a New Zealand rugby fan born and 
bred and I remember growing up with rugby constantly on the television and the radio.  Whenever 
they could my parents would take me to watch games enjoying the atmosphere and experience. I 
never once considered that a game of rugby had anything to do with politics, for me rugby was 
rugby. I believe that "politics and sport do not mix".  I was in Hamilton on July 25th at the game in 
question. I witnessed the events that occurred, the protestors entering the stadium and the 
protesters holding their ground. 
 
Not many of my friends feel the way I do, as most of them protested at the Hamilton game. A lot of 
us enraged rugby spectators were lashing out at them.  I do not understand how people can get so 
caught up in the politics of a game of rugby because I feel that politics had nothing to do with sport 
and that the two areas should remain separate.  Rugby in New Zealand is a famous pastime and the 
protestors are ruining that pastime.  Don't get me wrong, I am concerned with Apartheid in South 
Africa but I believe it has nothing to do with a sport. Rugby is a game of competition to unite 
countries and people not bring them apart.  My beliefs on the tour are that Apartheid seems a 
bigger issue of freedom than a couple of rugby games so the way people are acting and protesting 
annoys me. I don't understand why people can't just watch a game of rugby instead of thinking 
about the politics within. I know the writer of this article is questioning the idea that rugby and 
politics are separate but I believe they are.  By protesting the protestors are trying to impose their 
point of view and making everyone support their way. 
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