
To whom it may concern, 
I'm writing in regard to the latest sport column you chose to print in your newspaper 
regarding the first game of the South African tour of New Zealand on 22nd of July vs. 
Poverty Bay at Gisborne.  In the article you stated "...it was a godsend that the government 
has allowed the S.A. team to New Zealand and has chosen not to interfere with sporting 
fixtures.  This allows New Zealand to send the message to the rest of the world that in New 
Zealand sport will not be mixed with politics or with other countries’ problems ".  But you 
know as well as the rest of the country that the government doesn’t support apartheid and 
did everything in its power, short of banning the Springboks, to halt the tour.  Brian Tallboys 
wrote to Ces Blazey, the NZRU chairman, expressing concern the tour was even been 
considered.  He spoke regarding concern about how New Zealand may be seen as 
supporting S.A. policy on apartheid and how the consequences of this tour could affect "how 
New Zealand is judged in the international arena”.  The government did this because the 
Gleneagles Agreement said they had to try to stop racial sport and that’s what they did.  So 
know this, your tour may go ahead but do not believe for an instant the whole country is in 
favour of it, especially the government. 
 
You stupidly wrote that "sport will not mix with politics and other countries problems in New 
Zealand".  How can you write such a thing when you know and see with your heart and eyes 
that by allowing this racist S.A. (who, by law, does not allow "black" people into their team) 
team to play and tour in New Zealand you are condoning the apartheid law of South Africa 
that was begun in 1948? And by doing this you are in fact ignoring the problems of apartheid 
in South Africa. Do you believe honestly that we should ignore things like Steve Biko dying in 
police custody in South Africa? That his death was an honest mistake?  That is what is going 
on in South Africa all the time with apartheid.  Your article sums up the message this tour is 
sending the rest of the world: We accept apartheid and choose to ignore rather than fight it. 
We open our arms up to the racists of the world. 
 
If you do not believe in such things open your eyes and see with HART, CARE and NAAC.  
And join us 23rd at 7 p.m. at the wharf for another tour meeting and join us in protest at the 
next game day: 25th July at Hamilton. 
 
Yours faithfully 
Apartheid protestor 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
I am writing regarding your recent editorial where you spoke of the disruption and utter 
disrespect of the anti-South African tour protestor.  I could not agree more!  I was with my 
boy at the game on 25th of July in Hamilton, well what would have been a game had it not 
been for the hippy do-gooders who saw fit to disrupt and cancel what would have been a 
winning game for Waikato. The protestors took the field in mass and chanted vigorously "the 
whole world is watching." We know that already!  We are not completely blind to the 
apartheid problems in S.A. We do not condone these laws. We simply want to watch the 
game of rugby and enjoy a good beer. We do have the finest race relations in the world so I 
do not see how Brian Tallboys can be as ruthless as to state that the tour would affect New 
Zealand and "how New Zealand is judged in the international arena". Every rugby supporter 
knows that rugby is just that, rugby.  So the whole world can continue to watch as we 
correctly do not mix our politics with sport! So all the perennial protesters can go back to 
their green houses and back to ballet classes. Because the tour is a blessing, it is tradition, it 
is our culture! 
 
Yours faithfully 
John Smith 
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Student 3: Low Merit 



To whom it may concern, 
 
I am writing in regard to the editorial article you published on the 15th August. You spoke of 
how wrong it is of us players not to stand up and refuse to play a racially chosen team from a 
country that has been apartheid since 1948. Let me make this clear it was not I or the rest of 
my team mates that chose to get involved with the law of apartheid and racially segregated 
South Africa. I have a moral objection to the apartheid system and, like most sportsman, I 
want less political influence in sport.  I don't wish to mix every country’s problem into rugby, I 
simply want to play. Every player of ours may stand up to apartheid but we do not see how 
one can say playing S.A. on our home turf is favouring apartheid.  To us playing rugby 
against South Africa is consistent with New Zealand's traditional identity (a rugby society]. 
Take Ben Couch for example, he was a former All Black and Maori and is currently serving 
as Minister of Police.  He believes strongly in rugby ties with South Africa. His attitude to 
apartheid is that it was a political policy of South Africa and therefore their business. He even 
argues that rugby ties with S.A could be a way of helping apartheid in S.A.  My team mate 
Doug Rollerson also agrees with me that the tour should go ahead and agrees with Ben 
Couch. He stated to me the other day "to get them over her and show them a multi-racial 
society living in relative harmony.  And above all, it is important to beat them, almost as a 
way of confirming apartheid is wrong."  And he is correct; this tour should be seen as an 
exhibition to S.A. of what their country should be like. So instead of protesting, storming the 
matches, talk of stealing planes, come and support us, support your national icon.  Come 
support us so in way by winning we show as country we oppose apartheid. But do not 
continue to go on as you have - it will achieve nothing. By supporting us you stand by our 
team's view of anti-apartheid in a peaceful way. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
All Black (Name withheld – Ed.) 
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