
Dear Sir 
 
I was forced to confront protesters at Lancaster Park on the 15th of August as well as at Wellington 
being part of the red squadron.  I found that particular clash very stressful seeming that I agreed 
largely with the protest action which made me feel aggrieved at having to impede it. I realise though 
that actions on the part of the police to prevent access to the stadium was necessary in order to 
save the protesters from any harm. Which after seeing the response of the spectators at Hamilton, 
who threw bear bottles at the protesters, would definitely have turned violent. The confrontation 
was also made stressful for me due to the manner in which we inhibited the crowds from moving 
forward, which was done by beating them with our batons.  Many people at the front of the lines, 
which consisted of the more aggressive people as well as older people not seeking to be aggressive 
who we could see ourselves associating with it seemed distressing to have to manage them in such a 
fashion as well.  It seemed that lots of the stress for the police force came from the fact that they 
couldn't see the games as well considering we were "either working or sleeping". 
 
Many of the protesters seemed to be over expressing themselves. The crowds seemed to be a haven 
for gang members or anybody who seemed particularly aggrieved with the police.  I found it 
irritating when I was outside the springbok player's hotel and they offered to buy us drinks.  It 
seemed offensive we weren't the 'king's guard'.  I think it might have been a cultural difference but 
the police didn't want to be seen as taking sides". 
 
We knew there would be violence. At Wellington some protesters were carrying batons up their 
sleeves and telling fake stories of police brutality in order to enrage the protesters.  Lots of them 
seemed very believing. 
 
Ron James 
 
Dear Sir 
 
I disagree largely with the policy of apartheid enforced in South Africa. After hearing about Beko's 
murder and how the police had tried to hide the incident as well as the Soweto riots I feel 
sympathetic towards those who are trying to be free from this policy. I also feel embarrassed to be 
affiliated with rugby supporters as well as the pacifists. 
 
It was wrong that the government let the tour go ahead. Not even with the All Blacks tour of South 
Africa which culminated in twenty one African countries boycotting the Olympic Games did they 
decide that all future tours would be halted.  It was directly against the Gleneagles agreement, 
which arose partly as a result of the boycott and which we signed in Scotland in 1977, where we 
promised to foster human dignity which extended to sport. How could the rest of the 
Commonwealth now trust us to uphold any further agreements? 
 
I was at the Hamilton game where me and about 350 other protesters stormed the field after we 
managed to tear down a fence.  I felt that I was dealt with harshly in protesting that day. They tore 
at me from the crowd and thrust me down then dragged me momentarily not letting me walk 
although I was willing to go with them anyway. I suppose this was because many protesters resisted 
arrest, some of them that were torn away continued chanting, one two three four we don't want 
your racist tour. 
 
The tour caused major arguments in our family; it split our family apart. I come from Hamilton were 
over 50% of protesters opposed the tour so it made sense that at least one member of our family of 
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eight supported the tour. We would have dinner together and when we did we would shout at each 
other until one of us would lash out causing a civil war over dinner. 
 
Gerald Williams 
 
Dear Sir 
 
I’m a rugby fan in favour of the tour.  I think politics and sport should not mix particularly politics 
rugby in our country. I don't agree with the policy of apartheid but I don't think that we should stop 
our sporting contacts with South Africa as a stand against it.  Rugby reaches at the very heart of New 
Zealand culture as it is a way of showing that although we are a small country we can still compete 
with the mother Britain and that we can be the best in the world champion at the sport.  So we 
would never get a chance to prove ourselves to be the best at rugby if we are not willing to face 
South Africa one of the greatest rugby nations. Also we would never get a chance of redeeming 
ourselves after the 1976 defeat where we lost three out of four games. 
 
I was at the Hamilton game where a hijacked plane was used to drop flour bombs, injuring one of 
the players, and were they stormed the field, screaming and waving their pickets about.  I as well as 
many other protesters were enraged by their actions, we'd paid to see the game.  I and many others 
tried throwing things at the crowd in frustration. 
 
I also supported the South African tour to New Zealand because I thought it would be a good way to 
let them experience our multiracial society in order to see that it does work. And that part of the 
ethos behind a democratic country is that politics should not be involved in sport. 
 
Frank Findlay 
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