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Assessment Schedule – 2019 
Scholarship French (93004) 

Question One 

Performance not at Scholarship level Scholarship Performance Outstanding Performance 

The candidate: 
• makes errors that may hinder communication 

The candidate: 
• effectively communicates, in a natural way, and in a 

manner that is fluent and flexible 

The candidate: 
• effectively communicates, with sophistication and 

style, in a natural way, and in a manner that is 
sustained, fluent, and flexible 

• expresses some personal opinions, beliefs, 
viewpoints or ideas  

• develops and integrates personal opinions, beliefs, 
viewpoints or ideas 

• develops and integrates sophisticated personal 
opinions, beliefs, viewpoints or ideas that are 
perceptive and insightful 

• demonstrates some independent thinking • demonstrates aspects of high-level analysis and 
critical thinking 

• demonstrates aspects of high-level analysis and 
critical thinking 

• uses a (limited) range of structures and vocabulary 
that are only sometimes integrated into the response 

• uses a wide variety of complex structures and 
vocabulary up to and including CL8 or equivalent that 
is well integrated into a synthesised response 

• uses a very wide variety of complex structures and 
vocabulary up to and including CL8 or equivalent, 
that is well integrated into a high-level synthesised 
response 

• inconsistently and / or partially interprets the stimulus 
material and occasionally makes connections with 
his / her own ideas 

• interprets the stimulus material and makes 
connections with his / her own ideas that go beyond 
the given material 

• fully interprets the stimulus material and makes 
connections with his / her own ideas that go beyond 
the given material and that demonstrate independent 
reflection 

• assembles ideas that are limited or partially 
developed and that only sometimes go beyond the 
given stimulus material. 

• engages the intended audience throughout the 
response  

• demonstrates highly developed knowledge and skills 
in written language 

• expresses ideas with precision and clarity 
• makes logical, clear, concise and relevant use of 

written language. 

• captivates the intended audience throughout the 
response 

• demonstrates sophisticated knowledge and skills in 
written language 

• expresses ideas with precision and clarity, in a 
convincing way 

• makes logical, clear, concise and relevant use of 
written language. 

Score 1, 2, 3 or 4 Score 5 or 6 Score 7 or 8 
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Question One 
This question requires a response written in French to a passage spoken in French, played from a recording. 
 
A votre avis, est-ce que ce texte démontre que travailler dans l’espace est un rêve ou une réalité ? Quel genre de personne serait un candidat idéal dans cette 
industrie ? 
 
Possible evidence: Responses are not limited to these examples and should be judged holistically. 

Performance not at Scholarship level Scholarship Performance Outstanding Performance 

The candidate picks most of the main points, and some 
specific examples, but tends to list those and struggles 
to justify their answers. 
Possible evidence: 
• In 1865, Jules Verne wrote that man would walk on 

the moon.  
• We are ready to send humans to Mars and return to 

the moon. 
Aroha:  
• Studied electronics in New Zealand and in the United 

States. 
• Has specialised knowledge of radar. 
• Worked for NASA (for more than 11 years), where 

she mapped the Earth and other planets. 
• Occupations in the space industry include astronaut, 

but there are also many other professions, and roles 
are changing rapidly (examples: organising missions, 
drawing, building or testing rockets, analysing 
scientific data, inventing new materials, doing 
research, or doing medical tests).  

Paul: 
• Jobs used to be mostly mechanics, science, or 

medicine.  
• Previously, governments had a monopoly over 

space, but more and more activities (such as space 
tourism, and launching of rockets and satellites into 
space) are now organised by commercial 
companies, and employers and potential jobs 
change quickly. 

The candidate will cover the information in the first 
column and expand on it. The candidate: 
• explains the concept of space travel is not new, with 

examples from the text, works of fiction or real life 
(such as, man stepped on the moon in 1969; recent 
film about African-American women working for 
NASA) 

• reflects on the fact a New Zealander is able to work 
for NASA and / or that there is a New Zealand space 
agency of sorts 

• could tie this to the New Zealand rocket-launching 
company and the fact that working for the space 
industry is a reality, even in New Zealand 

• might mention co-operation between universities and 
space research in New Zealand 

• starts reflecting on the breadth of jobs available for 
people from all walks of life 

• shows that the image we have of the space industry 
is skewed; people have the wrong idea about “space 
programmes”, and there are many other potential 
jobs, other than being an astronaut, giving examples 
from the list 

• tries to draw conclusions by looking at the range of 
potential jobs and at the possible qualities required 
for them. 

The candidate is able to summarise the texts using 
information from previous columns. 
• Working for the space industry is actually possible, 

as it is now about more than sending rockets into 
space for experiments. 

• Recent applications are becoming realities. For 
example, we are looking at settling on Mars; looking 
at mining on the moon (and Mars); looking at space 
travel for holidays.  

• The range and type of work is ever-increasing. 
• The obvious conclusion is that it is a reality, but with 

provisos, such as a need for a high level of 
education, as roles are highly specialised. 

• The range of employers is really broad and it is not 
only possible to be an employee, but also to create 
new companies and businesses. 

• Leading to the ideal candidate: jobs show a high 
level of education; need for creativity; ability to work 
with others and have strong communication skills 
(link to specific examples cited in the previous two 
columns). 

• The candidate starts going beyond the text and 
discusses whether we are getting ready for those 
changes. Are schools and  universities preparing 
people for them? 

• Discusses hurdles for New Zealanders, such as the 
need to travel abroad.  

• Opens up the debate. 
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Question Two 

Performance not at Scholarship level Scholarship Performance Outstanding Performance 

The candidate: 
• demonstrates superficial or limited understanding of 

the text in English or te reo Māori. 

The candidate: 
• demonstrates understanding of the text and justifies 

his / her own argument(s) in a coherent way in 
English or te reo Māori. 

The candidate: 
• demonstrates understanding of the text and 

inferences, and justifies his / her argument(s) in a 
sustained, convincing and coherent way in English or 
te reo Māori. 

• inconsistently and / or partially interprets the stimulus 
material and occasionally makes connections with 
his / her own ideas. 

• interprets the stimulus material and makes 
connections with his / her own ideas that go beyond 
the given material. 

• interprets and evaluates the stimulus material and 
makes connections with his / her own ideas that go 
beyond the given material and that demonstrate 
independent reflection and extrapolation. 

• assembles ideas that are limited or partially 
developed and that only sometimes go beyond the 
given stimulus material. 

• assembles ideas with precision and clarity in a logical 
manner, through a synthesised response to the 
question / statement; arguments are supported by 
examples that are evaluated. 

• assembles ideas with precision and clarity in a 
logical and seamless manner, through a deliberate, 
synthesised response to the question / statement; 
arguments are supported by examples that are 
effectively evaluated; implications are drawn. 

• offers arguments that are unclear and / or are not 
supported by effective examples. 

 
• presents a descriptive, rather than analytical, 

response. 

• develops and integrates personal opinions, beliefs, 
viewpoints or ideas that acknowledge and explore 
different perspectives and that go beyond the given 
material. 

• develops and integrates sophisticated personal 
opinions, beliefs, viewpoints or ideas that are 
perceptive and insightful and that investigate and 
extensively explore different perspectives. 

• demonstrates insight and independent reflection at 
the highest level. 

Score 1, 2, 3 or 4 Score 5 or 6 Score 7 or 8 
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Question Two 
This question requires a response in English or te reo Māori to a text written in French. 
 
What is the role of science fiction, according to the text? Do you agree with this interpretation? 
 
Possible evidence: Responses are not limited to these examples and should be judged holistically. 

Performance not at Scholarship level Scholarship Performance Outstanding Performance 

The candidate tends to list what the role of science 
fiction is and limit their answer to the text. 
• Traditionally, the past is used to better understand 

the present, but rarely the future. While we cannot 
(yet?) predict the future with certainty, we want and 
need to imagine the future (to make forecasts and 
plans).  

• Many people, and even governments, consider the 
way science fiction writers imagine the possible 
evolution of our societies enriches our thinking. They 
see science fiction as a way of imagining and 
simulating “in situ” scientific advances and 
technological innovations, their possible applications, 
and measuring their potential effects.  

• The “Foundation” series, written by Isaac Asimov, 
begins with the need to restore a declining galactic 
civilisation through “psychohistory”, which predicts 
and manipulates interplanetary social evolutions 
using mathematical and psychosociological tools. 
The books ask questions about the possibilities of 
predicting the actions of human groups and orienting 
them according to plans established in advance. 

• They also describe “cyberspace” as a battlefield. In 
these stories, true power is often attributed to large 
multinational organisations, whose influence lies in 
their ability to control the flow of information. 

• Humans are often seen benefiting from new 
techniques applied not only to objects and the 
environment to improve their lives, but also changes 
in body and mind. These authors explore how these 
extensions and modifications can change human 
beings themselves.  

The candidate is expected to start justifying and 
supporting their statement. 
• Sci-fi writers are often respected researchers or 

academics from the scientific world. 
• These people have genuine insight and 

understanding of where science is heading. Writing a 
book allows them to explore and extrapolate in a way 
they would not dare to do in a professional setting.  

• Depopulation of some Western countries, or aging 
populations where age pyramid is changing. 

• Fear around genome editing, gene therapy, genetic 
engineering, clones, etc. giving real-life examples. 

• Asimov and “Foundation”. Candidate may liken 
“psychohistory” to social media; how suspicions of 
vote and elections outcomes were manipulated 
through social media; the use of algorithms to predict 
human behaviour. 

• “Cyberpunk”. Candidate may link information in the 
text to agree or disagree that literature was right in 
exploring those concepts, and give examples of 
social media monitoring of people’s behaviour and 
manipulation in everyday life (targeted  marketing). 

• Ease of surveillance: cameras everywhere, being 
spied on, rumours of government monitoring online 
behaviour … 

• Discussion of how humans benefit from these new 
technologies. 

• Discussion of how science fiction leads us to reflect 
on ethical implications of what a human being is. 

• Possible mention of artificial intelligence and the 
rights of robots. 

The candidate fully answers both parts of the question, 
and is likely to use examples of books they have read 
or movies they have seen to illustrate their point, then 
reflect on the need for ethical discussion and on 
possibilities around the topics mentioned, and possibly 
even widen the debate. 
In particular, the candidate:  
• concludes that science fiction is important, as it leads 

us to reflect on the deep ethical implications of 
possible scientific / technological development 

• reflects on the fact that, in our society, we are 
already constantly immersed in electronic 
information, and wonders how the use of 
technologies could affect the definition or 
representation of what a human being is 

• discusses how technology has already created 
inequalities (and illustrates points) and how these 
changes may create new inequalities 

• discusses how robots are already a reality in 
factories and much of our everyday life, and 
mentions the tensions this has created in terms of 
employment, shift in educational needs, etc. 

• discusses the many debates relating to the rights of 
artificial intelligence, musing around “The Matrix”,  
“I, Robot” or other movies or books looking at our 
relationship with machines; linking the fact that real 
scientists writing science fiction can be a good 
indicator of future needs 

• discusses space travel. 
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Question Three 

Performance not at Scholarship level Scholarship Performance Outstanding Performance 

The candidate: 
• communicates with limited confidence in a manner 

that is hesitant. 

The candidate: 
• effectively communicates in a manner that is natural, 

fluent, and flexible. 

The candidate: 
• effectively communicates with sophistication and 

style, in a manner that is natural, fluent and flexible. 

• expresses ideas without a coherent or logical 
sequence; inconsistently engages the intended 
audience. 

• expresses ideas with precision and clarity. • expresses ideas with precision and clarity, in a 
convincing way. 

• inconsistently and / or partially interprets the stimulus 
material and occasionally makes connections with 
his / her own ideas. 

• interprets the stimulus material and makes 
connections with his / her own ideas that go beyond 
the given material. 

• fully interprets the stimulus material and makes 
connections with his / her own ideas that go beyond 
the given material and which demonstrate 
independent reflection and extrapolation. 

• uses a (limited) range of structures, vocabulary and 
occasional (or little) use of idiomatic expressions. 

• uses a wide variety of complex structures and 
vocabulary up to and including CL8 or equivalent, 
that is well-integrated into a synthesised response. 

• uses a very wide variety of complex structures and 
vocabulary up to and including CL8 or equivalent, 
that is well-integrated into a high-level synthesised 
response. 

• speaks with incorrect intonation; accent affects 
communication; fails to self-correct. 

• speaks clearly and concisely with correct intonation; 
accent has little effect on communication;  
self-corrects as necessary. 

• speaks clearly and concisely with correct intonation; 
accent has no effect on communication; 
self-corrects as necessary. 

 • uses language appropriately, such as idiomatic 
expressions, fillers and pauses that fit the context. 

• uses language appropriately, such as idiomatic 
expressions, fillers and pauses that fit the context. 

Score 1, 2, 3 or 4 Score 5 or 6 Score 7 or 8 
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Question Three 
This question requires a response spoken in French. 
 
En 2010, le physicien Stephen Hawking a déclaré : « La race humaine doit coloniser l’espace dans les 200 prochaines années si elle ne veut pas disparaître. » 
Que pensez-vous de cette déclaration ? Quelles pourraient être les conséquences positives ou négatives de ce choix ? 
 
Possible evidence: Responses are not limited to these examples and should be judged holistically. 

Performance not at Scholarship level Scholarship Performance Outstanding Performance 

The candidate attempts to answer, but mostly uses 
examples from the listening and reading sections. 
Will struggle to go beyond listing information and to 
come to a conclusion. 
Will attempt to introduce some positive and negative 
aspects, but struggle to introduce ideas of their own. 
Discusses space development as it is already 
happening: 
• some governments are already working together on 

the International Space Station 
• sending more people to the moon, Mars, and other 

planets is being investigated 
• private companies looking at mining other planets, 

sending rockets, etc. 
Discusses what is happening on Earth now: 
• climate change and the need to work together to 

curb it, and the fact we do not seem to be able to do 
anything about it 

• massive migration problems 
• ageing population 
• increasing gaps between ‘haves’ and ‘have nots’ 
• social media manipulation and cyberspace 
• lack of food and resources, etc. 
 

 

The candidate starts to link examples from the texts 
and their own opinions, and explores positive and 
negative consequences. 
Negative 
• Unknown risks: Disease? Aliens? 
• What would happen if states do not control space 

exploration? How will people be protected?  
• What would happen if alien life forms are 

encountered? 
• Why invest so much money and other resources? 

Are we neglecting people for profit? 
• Should we allow Earth to become unliveable? Is this 

a cop-out? 
• Are we going to destroy more planets? Should not 

we solve our own problems first? 
• What will happen to nations and borders on Earth? 

We cannot co-operate right now. 
• What happens to people who live in countries without 

a space agency? 
• Possible effects on people travelling in space. 
Positive: 
• Allows us to access resources. 
• Could allow greater co-operation between countries. 
• Would blur boundaries. 
• Would take the pressure off Earth. 
• Supports innovation; encourages the development of 

new materials and technology; potentially helps solve 
problems on Earth. 

The candidate will provide a range of points, that are 
justified / expanded and a balanced examination of the 
question (including both negative and positive 
consequences). 
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• Supports economic prosperity by stimulating 
advances in science and technology. 

• Motivates scientific and technological workforce. 
• Enlarges the sphere of human economic activity. 
• Increases our knowledge. 
• Helps us to understand and explore the universe. 
• Gives hope for a positive and exciting future. 

 

Cut Scores 
Scholarship Outstanding Scholarship 

15 – 22 23 – 24 

 


