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Scholarship 2019
Latin

2.00 p.m. Monday 25 November 2019 
Time allowed: Three hours 

Total score: 32

QUESTION BOOKLET

There are four questions in this booklet. Answer ALL questions.

Write your answers in Answer Booklet 93008A.

Pull out Vocabulary Booklet S–LATIV from the centre of this booklet.

Check that this booklet has pages 2–4 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.

YOU MAY KEEP THIS BOOKLET AT THE END OF THE EXAMINATION.
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INSTRUCTIONS

There are two passages. Answer BOTH questions for EACH passage. You may begin with either 
passage.

A glossary of all words used in each passage is provided in the vocabulary booklet.

You are required to:
• provide an accurate and fluent translation into English of both passages
• use analytical skills in order to demonstrate critical appreciation of language, style, and content.

PASSAGE ONE: UNFAMILIAR LITERARY LATIN PROSE

Cicero has exposed Catiline’s conspiracy to overthrow the state. In a speech to the Senate he urges 
Catiline to leave Rome, and then speculates on the sort of life Catiline will lead.

ibis tandem aliquando, quo te iam pridem ista tua cupiditas effrenata ac furiosa rapiebat; 

neque enim tibi haec res adfert dolorem, sed quandam incredibilem voluptatem. ad 

hanc te amentiam natura peperit, voluntas exercuit, fortuna servavit.

numquam tu non modo otium, sed ne bellum quidem nisi nefarium concupisti. nactus 

es ex perditis atque ab omni non modo fortuna, verum etiam spe derelictis conflatam 

improborum manum. hic tu qua laetitia perfruere, quibus gaudiis exultabis, quanta 

in voluptate bacchabere, cum in tanto numero tuorum neque audies virum bonum 

quemquam neque videbis!

ad huius vitae studium meditati illi sunt, qui feruntur, labores tui: iacere humi non 

solum ad obsidendum stuprum, verum etiam ad facinus obeundum, vigilare non solum 

insidiantem somno maritorum, verum etiam bonis otiosorum. habes, ubi ostentes tuam 

illam praeclaram patientiam famis, frigoris, inopiae rerum omnium, quibus te brevi 

tempore confectum esse senties.

Cicero, In Catilinam 1, 25–26
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QUESTION ONE

Translate Passage One into English. 

QUESTION TWO

Discuss in detail Cicero’s portrayal of Catiline’s character.

Within your response, quote from the Latin passage and explain examples of linguistic and / or literary 
devices that Cicero uses to intensify this portrayal.

2



PASSAGE TWO: POETRY BY VIRGIL

The young Trojan warriors Nisus and Euryalus have broken into the Rutulian camp. They have taken 
the lives of several of the Rutulian men. Euryalus, however, has been captured. Nisus is hiding, 
looking on as his companion is about to be killed by the Rutulian warrior Volcens.

      tum vero exterritus, amens, 

conclamat Nisus nec se celare tenebris 

amplius aut tantum potuit perferre dolorem: 

"me, me, adsum qui feci, in me convertite ferrum, 

o Rutuli! mea fraus omnis, nihil iste nec ausus 

nec potuit; caelum hoc et conscia sidera testor; 

tantum infelicem nimium dilexit amicum." 

talia dicta dabat, sed viribus ensis adactus 

transadigit costas et candida pectora rumpit. 

volvitur Euryalus leto, pulchrosque per artus 

it cruor inque umeros cervix conlapsa recumbit: 

purpureus veluti cum flos succisus aratro 

languescit moriens, lassove papavera collo 

demisere caput pluvia cum forte gravantur. 

at Nisus ruit in medios solumque per omnes 

Volcentem petit, in solo Volcente moratur.  

[…]

    instat non setius ac rotat ensem 

fulmineum, donec Rutuli clamantis in ore 

condidit adverso et moriens animam abstulit hosti. 

tum super exanimum sese proiecit amicum 

confossus, placidaque ibi demum morte quievit.

Virgil, Aeneid IX, 424–445 (abridged)
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QUESTION THREE

Translate Passage Two into English.

QUESTION FOUR

Discuss in detail how Virgil uses linguistic and / or literary devices to emphasise Nisus’ reaction to 
Euryalus’ predicament and death.

Support your response by quoting relevant Latin evidence from the text. Illustrate any discussion of the 
use of metre by writing out the relevant line(s) from the passage and marking the scansion.
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