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	Title
	Identify, describe, and manage lower leg problems in horses, and dress the hoof wall

	Level
	4
	Credits
	8


	Purpose
	People credited with this unit standard are able to: describe the external and internal structures of the horse's foot and hoof balance; identify and describe lower leg deviations in young horses and management techniques; identify lameness, lower leg, and hoof problems in horses, and identify and administer treatment; and dress the hoof wall and attend to common foot problems in horses.


	Classification
	Equine > Equine Health


	Available grade
	Achieved


Guidance Information
1
Legislation relevant to this unit standard includes but is not limited to:

· Health and Safety at Work Act 2015;


and any subsequent amendments.

2 Definition

Workplace procedures are the documented policies and practices for safety and procedures within a particular workplace, and are consistent with the Code of Welfare: Horses and Donkeys (2018) available at https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/11003-horses-and-donkeys-code-of-welfare.
3 For the purposes of assessment:

· evidence for the practical components of this unit standard must be supplied from the workplace.

Outcomes and performance criteria
Outcome 1

Describe the external and internal structures of the horse's foot and hoof balance.

Performance criteria

1.1
Describe the external structures of the horse's foot in terms of location and function.

1.2
Describe internal structures of the horse's lower leg and foot in terms of location and function.

Range
bones, joints, cartilages, tendons, ligaments.

1.3
Describe features of a balanced hoof and its associated benefits.

Range
hoof-pastern axis, dorso-palmar balance, medio-lateral foot balance, pair symmetry, ground symmetry;


benefits may include but are not limited to – soundness, minimising risk of injury, maximising performance;


evidence of three benefits is required.

Outcome 2

Identify and describe lower leg deviations in young horses and management techniques.

Performance criteria

2.1
Identify lower leg deviations in young horses.


Range
evidence of four deviations is required.

2.2
Describe techniques to manage lower leg deviations in young horses.

Range
medial extensions, therapeutic trimming, surgical correction, box rest, monitor current condition, splinting, extra corporeal shockwave treatment;


evidence of four is required.

Outcome 3
Identify lameness, lower leg, and hoof problems in horses, and identify and administer treatment.
Performance criteria

3.1
Identify lameness in horses in terms of the symptoms and the site of lameness.


Range
action, stance, loss of function, inflammation, vital signs;



observations may be at walk or trot;



symptoms at site of lameness may include – heat, pain, inflammation.

3.2
Identify and report hoof and lower leg problems and administer treatment in consultation with professionals.
Range
may include but is not limited to – stone bruise, punctured sole, thrush, cracked heels, pricked foot, sandcracks, corns, seedy toe, laminitis, navicular syndrome, splints, tendon injuries, curbs, windgalls;


evidence of six is required.

Outcome 4
Dress the hoof wall and attend to common foot problems in horses.

Range
evidence from any class of adult horse including broodmares.

Performance criteria

4.1
Apply safe handling practices for horse, handler and self when handling horse’s feet in accordance with workplace procedures.
4.2
Assess feet and dress the hoof wall to remove excess growth and maintain balance of the hoof capsule when the horse is unshod in accordance with workplace procedures.

4.3
Identify common hoof problems in horses and take appropriate action to rectify in accordance with workplace procedures.

Range
may include but is not limited to – abscess, seedy toe;



evidence of one is required.
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